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OBJECTIVE: To identify associations between exposure to problem-based learning 
(PBL) curricula and dental students' thinking styles. METHOD: A cross sectional 
study of the thinking styles of undergraduate dental students with varying levels of 
exposure to PBL was undertaken. Thinking styles were assessed using the 65-item 
Thinking Styles Inventory, based on the theory of mental self-government (Sternberg, 
1997). RESULTS: Experience with PBL was associated with students' thinking styles: 
function, forms and level of thinking. Those with the least level of exposure to PBL 
(first year students) were more executive (conforming) in their thinking function 
(P<0.05), and were more monarchic (P<0.05), and anarchic (P<0.05) in their thinking 
form, and were less global in their level of thinking (P<0.05) compared to those with 
greater exposure to PBL (more senior students). CONCLUSION: Exposure to PBL is 
associated with dental students' thinking styles. This has implications in understanding 
the outcomes from PBL dental curricula.  

  

Seq #167 - Education Research Poster Session 
11:00 AM-12:15 PM, Friday, 27 June 2003 Svenska Massan Exhibition Hall B   

Back to the Education Research Program  
Back to the 81st General Session of the International Association for Dental Research 
(June 25-28, 2003)  

  

 

mailto:mcomfort@hkucc.hku.hk
http://iadr.confex.com/iadr/2003Goteborg/techprogram/session_7684.htm
http://iadr.confex.com/iadr/2003Goteborg/techprogram/program_137.htm
http://iadr.confex.com/iadr/2003Goteborg/techprogram/index.html
http://iadr.confex.com/iadr/2003Goteborg/techprogram/index.html

