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“The Role of Police in Preventing Juvenile Delinquency”

Dr. Francis Wing-lin Lee
Field Instructor,
Department of Social Work,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

The image of police in the eyes of the public has always been tough,
authoritative and hard on crime. However in Hong Kong, police has special
arrangements for handling juvenile offenders which do concern about their welfare.
Superintendents’ Discretion Scheme is one of such measures.  But, there are criticisms
on the adequacy of supervising the cautioned juvenile offenders under the Juvenile
Protection Section of the Force. A Study has shown that police in fact possesses
social and welfare attitudes on the causes and ways of handling juvenile delinquents.
These are good foundations for the police to perform a preventive role in juvenile crime.
Cooperation with social workers is a beneficial approach. The roles and strategies of
how police can cooperate with social workers, and hence, assist in the prevention of
juvenile crime are suggested.
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