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Throughout Merce Cunningham’s career, dance nota-
-

-

were an important precursor to new ways of dancing. 

the way we think about the plan in architecture. The 
work is based on research with the Merce Cunningham 
Dance Company Choreographic records at the Jerome 

the author redrew several hundred examples of Cun-
 

-
ry tool to maintain a completed work into the future, 

-

or interpreted by others, but rather served as a kind of 
-

ningham used to set tasks for his dancers. This made them 

-

-
sibility, such that the notes needed to be confronted with 
the physical, material and tectonic work of bodies in the 
rehearsal room.

Cunningham used in his choreographic notes with a brief 

-

played in the development of these drawings and the 

-

-

-
tecture. That the built-work of architecture is generally 

of choreography makes Cunningham’s notes and their im-

links thought to building through the making of plans. 

 teaches architecture at the Univer-

Lausanne, he founded the Building Cultures/Open City 
-

have tested open-ended design strategies on a construc-
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Undated drawing from notes for “Sixteen Dances for Solist & 


