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RELEVANT NATIONAL CONTEXT: Expository readings found in Chinese language textbooks
are often much more difficult to understand than narrative readings because of greater concept
load. Textbook reading written to convey information about Chinese culture can be an especially
formidable hurdle for the struggling reader in grades 4 through 8.

RESEARCH QUESTION: This study explored the effectiveness of the use of hypertext
(Braaksma, Rijlaarsdam, Janssen, 2007) and mindmap (Mento, Martinelli, & Jones, 1999) in
enhancing Grade 5 students’ literacy strategies and selfefficacy in informational text reading in
HK.

METHOD: Teachers and the researchers were guided by the theoretical framework of Learning
Study (Marton & Lo, 2007) and formed a study team to resolve the learning difficulties of
expository reading systematically. In this study, 115 Grade 5 students and 4 language teachers
were recruited. The study team developed a digital platform to help discern the critical features of
texts related to Chinese cultural heritage using the Variation Theory (Marton & Tsui, 2004). By
turning the texts of the textbook into hypertexts in this digital platform (Chan, Cheung, & Lam,
2013), the gap between technical, specialized vocabulary in expository texts and the high concept
load in a single paragraph might be bridged. On one hand, the students could use the digital
platform to access various online sources to find out meaning, examples and illustrations of these
vocabularies like “handson” experiences. On the other hand, the hypertexts are by nature
hierarchically structured and students used online mindmap to recognize organizational text
structures with main points and subordinate propositions and relationships between these
elements.

RESULTS: After the intervention, students’ selfefficacy in reading expository text improved
significantly (t(115)=13.51, p>.01). The beneficial effects on learning outcomes in the reading
assessment will be reported. Finally, we will describe implications for new research activities.
This study shed light on providing insights to researchers and teachers to understand the effective
strategies and the use of hypertext in teaching expository texts.
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