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INTERIM REPORT
POSTGRADUATE

ON ~-f‘g7f3

MEDICAL TRAINING

Extracted from Newsletter, The l-brgKong

Medical Association, Oct 1987 :
i

This month, our attention focuses on the long awaited
Interim Report from the Government Working Party
on Postgraduate Medical Education and Training. The
- | Interim Report, presented as a Green Paper, is essential
. | reading for the whole medical profession. Unlike that
- | other Green Paper on political reform, ‘it is straight-
; forward and reasonably succinct.

I } »d and e
yoth relieved anc

The profession is 1d
that the
body of medical practitic nam e Academy
of Medicine, which will organise and supervise
postgraduate education, training, and examinations in
all specialties of medicine.

sensual re 1is f

a Lory

tol

An Academy of Medicine can only meet with over-
whelming approval from the profession. Other suggested
titles: would not be appropriate. ‘‘College’ will be
confused with existing colleges. ““Council”’ or “‘Board"’
.. | imply exclusive participation by a few, usually under
government authority and administration. Independ-
ence is vital, although there should be adequate
allowance for government representation. If this is only
implied by the Interim Report, it must be fully spelled
out in the final report next September.

"The business of the Academy will be run by a Council,
consisting of the President, three Vice-Presidents,
Registrar, Treasurer, Censor-in-Chief, College Presid-
ents, and elected Fellows. Rotation of the pres
between medical, surgical, and other sp i
suggested, in order to avoid dominance by any large
specialty. However some feel that the presidency should
transcend any such bcundaries, being dependent on the
qualities of the individual person. As an alternative, the
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Working Party may wish to consider limiting the number
of terms any individual can serve as President of the
Academy.

Specialist organizations who have fought hard for direct
representation must be heartened 10 see that ten
Foundation Colleges are recommended. These are:

Hatri St ns, Orthopaedic
gists, Anaesthet-
thologists, Psychiatrists, Radiologists, and
ily Physicians. Being well established specialties,
with individual departments or units in both Universities
and public hospitals, they are in a favourable position to
independently arganise and asscss training. Foundation
Colleges require a minimum of 50 accredited fellows,
with realistic expectation for further growth. Smaller
specialties will be represented by specialty Boards under
their respective Colleges.

d Gynaecc

Importantly, the constitution is sufficiently flexible to
allow any new specialty group to gain recognition as a
Specialty, and for an established Specially to gain
College status, provided certain objective criteria can be
met. A sound foundation is therefore laid based on
modern trends and practical needs, programmed for
adaptability to any future development.

Each College will presumably conduct its training and
examination activities through the College Education
Board consisting of the College Cendor, chairmen of
Sp ty Boards, a representative of each University,
and 6 members elected by the College. Specialty Boards
will have corresponding composition, These proposals
are at a preliminary stage. The detailed structure of
individual Colleges and the exact authority and
relationships of the various Boards will need further

clarification
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Funding of the Academy has not been addressed. We
must recognize that the Government has always been
responsible for funding training posts in public hospitals,
directly or indirectly, although its primary goal is to
fund these posts for service purposes. Such funding will
inevitably continue. The question is whether Govern-
ment can increase funding to meet certain standards of
training that will be set by the Academy, e.g. a minimal
trainer to trainee ratio. From an administrative point of
view, it seems certain that the medical profession will
be able to finance its Academy independently through
subscriptions and examination fees, similar to cor-
responding Colleges abroad. The profession could raise
funds through donations and foundation fellowships for
the necessary premises, but it would help considerably
if land can be obtained from the Government at no
premium.

How long will it take béfore the actual establishment of
the Academy? Two years is a very conservative estimate.
Meanwhile those responsible for posigraduaie training
should make every effort to improve the organization
and quality of training, based on resources already
available. Interhospital subspecialty rotation, for
instance, could be implemented at no extra expense and
should be given priority by the Medical & Health
Department Central Training Cominittee. Upgrading
postgraduate medical training now instead of later
depends on the goodwill of hospitl consultants, with the
support of the Medical & Health Departiment. Private
hospitals with adequate manpower resources and
advanced facilities should also be encouraged to take
on a part time training programme. We sincerely, hope
that valuable time will not be lost. Any improvements
achieved can only benefit both the profession and the
community,
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Lord, make me an

instrument

Where there is hatred, let
Where

Where there is

there is injury,

doubt,

Where there is darkness, lig

And where there is sadness,

St. Francis of Assisi’s Prayver
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