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To all medical students and specially ‘

dedicated to freshmen of this year,

What a little bit of conclusion I
have about medical studies after 2
years of experience is that it deals with
almost, if not absolutely only specific
medical knowledge. What are left over
to our own hands are other aspects of
human development — or if you won't
mind; the virtuous, the intellectual,
bodily health, the social side, and the
aesthetical.

Fortunately, we students have
provided ourselves with a considerable
amount of if not too many extra-
curricular activities — opportunities to
dilute a bit monotonous if not boring,
but surely stressful studies; and most
importantly, to carry a bit farther if

not complete our development as
adult human beings.
In such direction, a medic choir is

meaningful in 2 ways and I think
these are actually the original incen-
tives of putting it up: to get us to
know each other through singing to-
gether and other various social events;
to enjoy singing — to appreciate music
and to love it.

Last year, in spite of the tremen-
dous problem of low enthusiasm
from the two first years, our mini
choir did manage to fulfill its function
in the two big occasion - the medic
festival (performance) and the union
festival (competition between faculties)

However, the most memorable
thing being that in the latter event,

though at the end we were just beaten
by 5 marks behind the ‘Lawyers’, we
(as conductor, pianist and singers) did
enjoy much the music we sang (—the
quiet, melodical, a bit sentimental
‘Turde dove’ of the modemn English
composer V. Williams and the
energetic. rhythmic®  but tuneful
‘Rolling the boat’ * £ #. ), Agree
with me or not. not round rich-
polizhed enough tone quality mainly
due to too small a choir and too
difficult a song (the turde dove) we
have chosen are main reasons of our
defeat but what we have achieved may
be even more important — colourful
and varied interpretation and putting
ourselves into the music!

Then, what we should all look

forward to is more new songs, more
enjoyable and meaningful practices and
what’s more — more new faces —
that’s a bigger choir having a bigger
and much fuller tone (—dont you
know just because that is our central
problem)!

Lastly, I must express my thanks
to all those who have been supporting
the choir —  physically andfor
conceptually and new face who must
have been a little bit tired by this men
- meet you there in the orientation
camp'!

The Conductor
Michae! Cheung.
morning, 9th, July
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" ‘I'his article is an epitome of a 13
page extract of a 17,000 word paper.
" The original paper is, in tum, compiled
ftom a series of observations, conver-
ation recordings, citations, discuss-
jons, paragraphs from letters etc,
which I composed or gathered from
April to early June. In conjunction,
there is also a lengthy review compiled
from feedbacks from various sources

that

have bothered to read my

manuscgipts. The project is designed to
be a piece of philosophical contempla-
tion rather than a sociological survey.

)| primary  information

was mainly

elicited from elaborate discourses with
some fish ball girls.

(According to the commands of

the editors), by attempting to be terse
to restrict to publicable length, I regret
that this meagre article has desecrated
much of the meticulous authenticity,
the scrutinizing subtleties, the heinous
obnoxiousness but also the enticing

flamloyancy,

and above all, the

supporting evidences that its ancestors
possess; nor can | delineate my own
motivation, methodology, pragmatic
constraints etc. 1 hope it would still
appear more than a list of cryptical
axioms, but the reader should not be
oblivious of its limitations.

Firstly, 1 wish to point out the

following:—

i)

i)

i)

iv

~—

The terms &1%3 and FBG are not
interchangable. Some  AR¥F s
despise FBGs, and FBGs are not
necessarily AH4% s.

Contrary to common belief that
the norms of the clique are to
exploit the present by destroying
the future, 1 maintain that also
they seldom do anything for the
sake of the future, they are more
inclined to preserve than destroy
it. Thus, they dread gory street
fights, a criminal record, or hard
drug addiction as much as you
and I do.

While the use of vulgar language is
a banality for them such demean-
our is (usually) not malicious, but
only a proof of their conformity
to their subcultural norms, .
demonstration of their attempt to
entrance their own feelings of
inferiority, to enhance their self
confidence and sense of arrogance.
Thus, I see no reason either for
revulsion or vehement, inveighing
against the use of invective. This
point is crucial, for only when we
understand their language can we
start to gain an inkling of their life
philosophier.

Based on my findings, 1 discover a
continuum in the attitudes of the
public towards these FBG. At one
extreme are these who condemn
the group, believing that the girls
have incurred their deplorable
plight upon themselves because of
their own defiant and rebellious
nature, because of their own
intrinsic foibles. At the other
extreme are those who express an

ambivalence is trite. Some may
begrudge the girls their meretric-
ious coquette; but at the same
time, have an abherrence for their
Ylewd, wanton ways’. Again, this
issue is vital, for our awareness of
our own stereotypes of FBG may
help us resolve emotional revulsion
or maudlin fondness when we are
interacting with them, and thus
path the way for a better under-
standing of their genuine nature.

I here pick out three controversies
from my long list for elaboration:—

Thus, while the public casts
perdition on the girls for their
Jove for extravagance, and
attributes a monetary cause to
their prostitution, I have the
disturbing feeling that what the
public projects onto these girls are
its own anticipations, which as a
self-fulfilling prophesy, the girls
naively accept as their genuine
character. — hence, the discrepan-
cies between what the girls say
they want and what they are
really looking for or need.

Segregation of Love and Sex - I C. Justifiable verses Unjustifiable.
asked some (non FB) girls In the past, man ate to relieve
whether they would enjoy sex hunger, but contemporarily, food
without love and they all said no becomes more a commodity to
without hesitation. I inquisitively provide pleasurable sensations of
asked whether they would accept eatiny, hence the many profess-
love without sex (eg. marrying a ional gourmets and connoisseur.
permanent impotent) and they In the past, we need a chance
gave me hell. My subjects, how- environment or our own will
ever, replied affirmatively to both power to elicit happiness, now we
questions, eg. one commented can produce elation and euphoria
that her boyfriend did not mind with psycho-active drugs.
her being a hooker, for his need Similarly reproduction and sex,
for her was very much spiritual formerly merged as a singie entity,
than physical. I infer, thus, that now becomes separate and
while we tend to consider physical separable. Thus, can the sex act be
and metaphysical love as essen- stripped of its symbolic and
tically concurrent, while we spiritual load and be regarded as a
include the monopoly to the mere aphrodisiac tool, a mere
sexual function of the other party sensual generator? And if so, does
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as an essential component of
marriage, the girls are liabie to
think otherwise. Thus, while one
can argue that adultery may have
repercussions  on the spiritual
relationships of a couple. | have a
strong perchant to say that such
parallelism between physical and
metaphysical exist only
expect it to. 1 do not intend to
justify promiscuity, but [ would
contend that love and sex should
be governed by two individual sets
of rules, and the confusion of
these merely results in mawkish
love stories, awry etfete marriages
and tragic grisly divorces.

A Self-Fulfilling Prophesy
Evidences are abundant, but 1
have space to quote only the
tollowing: My subject informed
me that when her father rebuted
her a year ago, saying that she
could not go without materialis-
tic luxuries, she had objected
resentfully then, but now, she felt
there might be a grain of truth in
the old man’s words. Later, she

as we

it follow that prostitution can be
justified, both on moral and legal
grounds? Just as the classical
reasons of ‘poverty’ or ‘panderer
manupulation and misuse’ can no
longer explain all contemporary
prostitution, so the. classical sex/
love/reproduction admixture
approach is no longer sufticient to
condemn it.

For most people, eg. the press
or the generation & parents,
FBG is a social problem to be
treated in seclusion from the rest
of society. Thus, they focus only
on our specific interactions with
this  subculture eg. the 9 vear
compulsory education system for
producing school dropouts
unresponsible parents for genera-
ting s. lack of proper recrea-
tional facilities, erotic movies,
‘unhealthy’ TV programmes ct¢. |
will argue that the etiology of the
problem rests not on these inter-
actions. but rather, on societv as a
whole, on each and every une of
us outside the clique — and it is,

education or employment (as
these systems, as they stand now,
only perpetuates over material-
ism), but by altering the in-
stitutionalized goals of contem-
porary society and subsequently,
the norms and means for achiev-
ing these goals. After an assiduous
analysis, 1 conclude that our own
goals are as thoroughly permea-
ted, or even more heavily con-
taminated, by materialism as
the FBGs’, that the kind of future
we are aspiring to is no more a
future with morally valid teleolog-
ical and deontological goal than
the FBG's. The pursuit, using
existentialistic vocalulary, is a
deterministic, meaningless one,
falling short both in content and
scope of the true meaning of life
itself. The fish ball girls’ philo-
sophy is precisely a reflection of
this tragic existentialistic sense of

meaninglessness  towards  the
single, but very precarious and
vulnerable goal that society

accepts as viable and desirable.
The following are perhaps the
most frequently attributed causes
of teenage prostitution:—
i) Materialistic inequality
ii) Moral degradation and
prohibition of any emphasis
on sensual pleasures
Deviance labelling and its
secondary effects.
iv) Contempt and disdain due to
one’s instrumental worth.
v) Recalcitrance against existen-
tialistic meaninglessness
My argument is that when we
realize that materialism is grossly
‘nsufficient to be an entire
description of the world, all of the
above can be eliminated. Mater-
ialistic equality / inequality would
lose its significance if we switch
our goals to metaphysical entities.
Physical pleasures, social deviance
and  instrumental inferiority
would melt like butter once we
segregate rules for the physical
and those for the metaphysical,
once we distinguish moral worth
from instrumental worth, and
once we appreciate the hierarchy
of body, brain, mind, self, spirit,
soul and the implications of a
collective existence of beings each
of whom bearing this hierarchy.
Existentialistic meaninglessness is
also waived if we defeat the threat
of industrialization and material-
ism to man’s individuality and
phenomenal world by recognizing
and utilizing man’s metaphysical
nature,  his  uniqueness . to
make judgements, and to bear
total responsibility of each act we
perform, each decision we make.
Thus. the onus is on us ourselves,
the covert carriers, the source of
this epidemic rather than on the
FBG, in whom the disease is
exacerbated.

iii)

altrustic sympathy towards them, even contradicted herself when namely, materialism. the con While 1 cannot repu--ate the
partly due to the belief that the she admitted that marriage might temporary industrialized man’s possibility that my own recalci-
girls are incapable of relieving be manupulated towards the totality . trance, iconoclasm and renegrada-
their own plight, and partly due gaining of financial assets (which Thus. what we should and tory nature may be directly
to their self-image as responsible she claimed is her first priority), can do is to attempt to correct the conducive to my theories, neither
citizens who should provide for but at the same time, also divulg- prevalent over-materialistic life can 1 prevariate these  beliefs
the less well off. However, when ed her contention with he: philosophier that most people which [ subjectively hold. T leave
personal encounters take place. present ‘penniless’ boy frend. hold, not by providing better,  the reader to pondes. ]
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GOAL.,

GO

I have a long way to go,
until I am old.

I once wanted gold. Now 1 rather have
a goal.

But, is it better if I have both?

I won’t know, until I am old.

In people’s mouths, I serve them using
gold.

Along this road, how far can I go?

I won’t know, until I am old.

The people: men, women, young or
old, with or without gold, I'like to
serve them,

even [ get old.

On my shoulders, I feel the load,

YOUNG SEEKER

Though it is heavy, I am pleased to
hold,

even I get old.

In front of me is a puzzle.

How heavy should be the load?

How easy is the road?

“Tired, you certainly show."
told.

Hope it’s not wrong what I chose.

I'will keep the go,

until you see my eyes close, when I am
old.

I am

What’s your goal?

The 40 billion, the 10 billion, the 6
million,

Jack or Joe, or the people with gold?

I want a goal.

So, I can get set, GO.
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DISARMAMENT MEANS
‘'HEALTH FOR ALL’

The Falklands have caught the
world’s attention. Apart from the
political principality, one reason of
this being followed closely is that it is
the first large scale life-experiment
employing the most udvanced
weaponry of the power blocs. And
with style, it surely shows the
tremendous devastation achieved by
those computer-guide missiles, ultronic
jets and nuclear subs. The sheer
thought of this may send on shiver
with apprehension, particularly when
we know that the powers -are still
building up their already fatal arsenals
in the pursuit of the seemingly
paradoxical concept of deterrence.

As a medic, I always have a strong
feeling of inadequacy when we try to
tackle various health problems. As
Halfdan Mahler, W.H.Q.’s Director-
General, pointed out in his speech
entitled ‘Health for all by the year
2000’: There are four-fifths of world’s
population have no access to any
permanent form of health care and
only one in three persons in develop-
ing countries has reasonable access to
safe water and adequate sanitation . . .
Over five million children annually
defaecate themselves td death. All
these deaths are unnecessary and it is
poverty that is holding back. . . How-

MR.DEAN

ever, there is nothing much we can do
without knowing why human beings
can neglect the very basic right to
health and at the same time threaten-
ing to kill one another for the sake of
mankind’s welfare. Only if we can re-
orintate ourselves and re-allocate the
astronomical sum of wealth now used
for military expansion to the accelera-
tion of social and econornic develop-
ment, of which health care is an
essential part , we have no way to fight
poverty and attain ‘health for all’.

This awareness is also shared by
other health workers, as evidenced by
the Declaration of Alma-Ata: A
genuine policy of independence, peace
and disarmament could and should
release additional resources that could
well be devoted to peaceful aims.
(Statement X) Probably what we can
do now is to fight for disarmament
through social pressure and to stress in
health programmes the importance of
Peace Education. One very good
opportunity to do this arised as this
year’s United Nations S.S.D IL in
which we addressed the full Assembly
and hence ensuring the issue of
disarmament if discussed with a sound
basis in June and July. Hopefully, we
will be able to witness certain positive
results of our efforts.
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peptic disease. :
Highly effective

one tablet taken nightly.

Zantac iy

evolutionary advance
in the treatment of peptic ulcer and
other acid-aggravated disorders

Zantac is the new histamine Hy-antagonist from Glaxo,
developed to add important benefits to the treatment of acid

Zantac’s molecular structure confers important advantages
in terms of specificity and duration of action.

Primarily however, Zantac promotes rapid, effective ulcer
healing with sustained pain relief, both day and night.

Simple dosage regimens
Zantac was specially developed for B.D. dosage. The
recommended treatment course for duodenal ulcer and benign
gastric ulcer, is one 150 mg tablet twice daily for four weeks.
For extended maintenance therapy, the dosage is just

)

2

elderly patients.

concomitantly.

In the t of reflux P is, one tablet
twice daily, for up to eight weeks, is recommended.
Highly specific action

Due to its innovatory molecular structure, Zantac does
not cause problems with endocrine or gonadal function, or
adverse effects on the central nervous system —even in

Similarly, as Zantac does not interfere with liver enzyme
function, there are no unwanted effects on the metabolism of
drugs such as diazepam and warfarin which may be prescribed

PR

Zantac Injection

are also « ining

e £t

50 mg ranitidi

Glaxo

in 5 ml for intr 1]
for use in acute cases where oral therapy is inappropriate.

or i

Zntac
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