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A SECOND YEAR

LAW STUDENT LOOKS MCAd

To generalize is usually to mislead, all the more
so when the generalizations are made in a purportedly
representative capacity. As this article forms part of a
more comprehensive project by ‘Caduceus’, it is only
appropriate to point out at the outset that the follow-
ing represents the very personal observation of one
student at the School of Law. It in no way reflects the
consensus of other students there. Indeed some
accounts may in a sense be biased, as things personal
almost invariably are. Lastly it was written rather
‘hastily, shortly before the Final Examination. Since
wiser thoughts often strike only upon further and
more elaborate considerations, comments made at
first instance may be both unreliable and unjustified.
Readers are invited to read on, if they do read on,
bearing these limitations in mind.

A lot of things have happened during the past
year. Today I look back at them slightly bemused as
well as amused. It is amazing now so much could have
happened within so short a time. I shall attempt to
relate some of them to you.

The three letters L—A—W had assumed a mystic
if not mythic quality by the time the academic year
began in late September, after all the preparations for
the interview and the late-night discussions during the
orientation camp afterwards. What is this LAW that
we were about to study was the big unspoken
question that everybody was asking himself. Students
were reminded that the rules of the law were not to
be found in the prescribed textbooks, They were to
be found instead in the reported judgement of
previously decided cases. From then on law becomes
equated to cases, since the study of statutes are

customarily accorded a rather low priority in English
legal education.

Studying cases at this stage was however a source
of frustration. They varied in length, though the
language employed was generally obscure and
incomprehensible. Where it was intelligible enough
the logic carrying ore part of judgement to another
may be perplexing. When both were understandable,
it often transpired that the case had got nothing to
do with the course covered in the lectures, This was
the experience usually associated with the study of
cases during this period.

The early tutorials were similarly an exercise in
anticipation and tension. It was well known that
there were no correct answers to the problems
distributed, only reasonable and logical ones. Thus no
one was satisfied with the seemingly impeccable
solutions he had arrived at. Instead everyone argued
with someone else, in the end each was convinced
that the other had a better answer and determined to
add that onto his already reformed version. In any
case, it was never clear what to expect of one’s tutor,
or what he would expect of one.

Around X’mas most students had settled down
and adapted to the pace of their studies fairly well.
By then however words such as ‘discontinuation’ and
‘supplementary’ were an obsession among the first
year students. This culminated in the May examina-
tion when they became virtually a taboo, disguised as
jokes or self-mockeries. The examination itself was a
celebrated occasion nonetheless. It was probably the
first opportunity that all the freshmen had gathered
together since the first lecture last September.

YUEN CHI WING

Orientation during the summers was another n
experience. Behind the smiles and the bewildermen
of the new freshmen casted the retreating shadow of
a what—I-had—also—been, fading ever since that
same period last year. Changes albeit imperceptible|
had gathered memento in the interim. It was only|
upon this realization that one took stock of the
significance of the events in the preceding year. So
much has happened and changed without one’s|
being aware of it. Perhaps this is the process off
growing up, of merging into a new environment o
unconsciously adapting an outlook consonant with
one’s new identity. Perhaps conclusions are too early
at this stage of the study.
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Most people will agree that one way of under-
standing ourselves is by introspection. That I always
do; but probably, for the rest of my life. I will fail to
understand fully and explicitly how I could have
chosen to study Medicine. Not that I feel I have made
a wrong decision, but to know you are WwIong your-
self implies that you recognise what is right. Well,
candidly I believe I can never, and will never say with
definite certainty what should have been best for
me, so logically I could not have blundered either.
The problem is, that I wonder if any of us can tell
with any degree of confidence that we will not end
up a happier, a more actualized (according to
Abraham Maslow’s Self Actualization theory), or a
more successful (in terms of career? attainments?
money?) man if we had chosen Engineering or Law,
in the first case, as our life long profession. Thus, no
matter how much we deem ourselves fit in taking up
a career in Medicine, we probably cannot eliminate
the possibility that our choice is only second best Gf
good at all) for ourselves.

There can be little doubt that one of my best
friends in my secondary and matric years (and my
best friend he remains) is Joseph. I can still
remember how, when our A-level results were out,
we had discussed elaborately the prospects that lay
before us, and had, probably unconsciously, tried to
persuade each other in the hope that both of us
would make the same crucial choice. The outcome,
unfortunately, wasthat Joseph selected Law, and me
Medicine; a dichotomy that stemmed from the very
fact that we share a common characteristic —— the

ME
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desire to be unique.

Life is an intricate, dynamic process, so indubit-
ably, through these two long years, both of us have
undergone changes, not so much in morphology or
physique, however, as in character and life
philosophy.

I would not describe my state of mind during my’
first half year at Sassoon as Depression, but the
‘subculture shock’, the recognition of a reality that
was in significant discrepancy to my former naive
expectations, drove me round and round like in a
Barany Chair. In contrast, during those months,
whenever I saw Joe at the Main Campus he was that
cheerful, lively chap — his old self; and this only
aggravated my own simbreness. The material evidence
of this difference in our moods is the concrete fact
that I ultimately had resolved to “quit” from the
university debating team but that he hanged on and
lasted full term, with melliferous dividends in the
end.

Towards the end of the year, however, the situa-
tion started to alter, and apparently (also fortunately)
I seemed to be adapting gradually, and was able to
appreciate flamboyant colours out of the routine, to
seek meaning out of the situation instead of acting
passively to ‘pressures’. On the other hand, shortly
before his first LLB, Joe had expressed his failure to
see what he had really achieved in the year, and had
concluded that the strenous efforts he had made in
the past months were futile.

With the beginning of the second year, perhaps
because each of us were more concerned with his own
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business, our contact died down to a minimal. It was |
only around Christmas that I saw him again, and to
my own astonishment, I concluded that he was no
longer that care-free, confident man I used to know.
The belief was confirmed again when last week, we
met in our mother school, the sacred place where this
friendship has germinated some 8 to 9 years ago.
Laden with examination worries (his LLB is to be
held early in May), crushed by the pressure of
assignments, his body was also yielding a bit to (para)
myouruses. While I, as apprehensive as I am about my
2nd MB, can still grasp, my zealousness to life and
survive on that, Joe seems to be sinl&ng deeper and
deeper into that dark pit of melancholy.

It would be rash for me to conclude that the
present difference in our morale and disposition are
final and static. (In fact, I'hope earnestly for the very
contrary) Nor should I say that he is a typical
example of students in Law, and me in Medic. The
case demonstrates, however, how two formerly highly
similar beings can come to be so segregated in mind
and emotions, merely because of the different events
that take place in 2 niches separated by a sheer 2 or 3
kilometres.

Joseph, with faith and confidence, bring forth
your ambitions and hopes and bring them to bear i
this world. Adamatine as a rock, all evil will flee an
all pains will fade before your feet. Remember alwa:
that I, although struggling in a different discipline,
actually carrying the same yoke, tripping over
same bush, and striving for the same ultimate goal
yours.
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Qltac

evolutionary advance
in the treatment of peptic ulcer and
other acid-aggravated disorders

Zantac is the new histamine Hy-antagonist from Glaxo,
developed to add important benefits to the treatment of acid

peptic disease.

Highly effective

Zantac’s molecular structure confers important advantages

in terms of specificity and duration of action.

Primarily however, Zantac promotes rapid, effective ulcer
healing with sustained pain relief, both day and night.

Simple dosage regimens

Zantac was specially developed for B.D. dosage. The
recommended treatment course for duodenal ulcer and benign
gastric ulcer, is one 150 mg tablet twice daily for four weeks.

For extended maintenance therapy, the dosage is just

one tablet taken nightly.

In the management of reflux oesophagitis, one tablet
twice daily, for up to eight weeks, is recommended.

Highly specific action

Due to its innovatory molecular structure, Zantac does
not cause problems with endocrine or gonadal function, or
adverse effects on the central nervous system—even in

elderly patients.

Similarly, as Zantac does not interfere with liver enzyme
function, there are no unwanted effects on the metabolism of
drugs such as diazepam and warfarin which may be prescribed

concomitantly.

Zantac Injection ampoules are also available, containing
50 mg ranitidine in 5 ml for intravenous injection or infusion,
for use in acute cases where oral therapy is inappropriate.

Zantac

Glaxo
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THE BOAT
GALA PREMIERE 'S2

‘The Boat’, with a production cost of $13 million, is the most expensive,
elaborate and ambitious film in German film history.

Thz director, Wolfgang Peterson, spent three years writing and directing
the film which is adapted from an autobiographical novel by Lothar-Gunther
Buchheim, a war correspondent on board of the U-boat.

‘The Boat’ follows the perils of a German submarine and its crew of 43
men going on a virtually suicidal mission in the later phase of World War II. It is
unique in paying light scrutiny to individual crew members but in depicting the
boat as the most interesting and compelling character itself.

The story begins with a drunken-revelry scene when the crew were ashore
in La Rochelle for the last night. Quickly enough, the film brings the audience to
the submarine where the aura makes a sharp turn — oppressive, claustrophobic
and filthy. The Boat then suffered from air attacks by enemy destroyers, rocked
by'depth charges and springing leaks; the whole situation eventually changed the
young idealists on board into tired old men at the end of its journey.

Essentially the director has never allowed the excitement to make war to
appear exciting in itself. “The Boat’, on the contrary, is most bitterly anti-Nazi
and anti-war. As Peterson has stressed, “this isn’t an intellectual movie, but a
movie about people made for people.” His aim of making us know how horrible
and cruel war is, nevertheless, has been presented unimpededly in the film,

It seeming to be an old-fashioned adventure film, ‘The Boat’ is nonetheless
gripping, tension-filled, fast-paced and action-packed.

Medical Society
HKUSU

at the Lee Theatre
21st July 1982 9:30p.m.
tickets available at Medical Society Office
HK$500 200 100 50
12(student)
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