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UPGC MEDICAL SUBCOMMITTEE VISIT

11': troduction

Approximately 78% of the
income of the University of Hong
Kong is provided by a Grant made
every 3 years by the Government of
Hong Kong on the advice of the Hong
Kong University and Polytechnic
Grants Committee (UPGC). The Grant
allocated to the University is on a
Triennial basis. The next Triennium
will be from 1981-1984.

The UPGC Medical Sub-
committee will be visiting the Faculty
of Medicine on January 6, 1981 and
will be holding discussions with
groups of teachers and student
representatives. Students participating
include Lo Tsun Yun (V), Li Shu Kin
(IV), Charles Ho Kau Chung (IV),
Philip Li Kam Tao (III), Dick Tse Kin
Wah (III), Frederick Kao Hing Kee
(II), Michael Tung Man Chung ().
(Dental students have their own
representation on a separate discussion
with the Subcommittee.)

Suggestions made by some
students were discussed and finalised
by the student representative group
and have been submitted to UPGC
Medical Subcommittee via the Vice
Chancellor.

D evelopment M emorandum

Faculty Board

to U PGC Medical

Subcommittee for the Triennium 1 98 1 5 1 984.

1.Financial Aid

Due to inflation, all the students
of the Hong Kong University suffer
while the Government Grants &
Loans did not seem to increase
correspondingly. However, the
Medical students feel the burden
much heavier on their families
because:

a) The no. of books and
instruments needed by a medical
student is numerous. With recent
inflation, the expenses on these
were dramatically increased and
there is no reason why it will mot
do so in the future.

b) It is well agreed that medical
students have to spend most of
their time studying and they cannot
afford doing part-time jobs to get
extra money as other University
students.

It is therefore suggested to the
Subcommittee to consider the
application of the Medical students
for Government Grants & loans as
separate from other University
students. It would be much
appreciated if the Subcommittee
can propose to the Joint

Universities’ Committee on Student
Finance to have a separate scale on
assessing the amount of Grants &
Loans given to a medical student.

2.Transport & Residence

for Clinical Students
a) Apart from Queen Mary
Hospital, there are other hospitals
spread all over Hong Kong now
used for undergraduate teaching
purpose. Clinical students (3rd-5th
year) have to go to these hospitals
during different clerkships. There is
at present only one University bus
available which provides 50 seats.
Obviously, the transport service is
not adequate and students have to
waste either a lot of time on public
transport or a lot money if taking a
taxi.
It is suggested that a second
University bus service for the

Medical ~ students should be
implemented to improve the
situation.

b)  The Clinical Students’ Residence
of 92 places provides accommodat-
ion primarily for Specialty Clerks

during which each medical student
has to reside for 24 weeks. Other
students - may stay if vacancies
permit. Clinical students, as a part
of their course, are very much
encouraged to visit the Wards in
Queen Mary Hospital as often as
possible and even at night-time.
Hence, proximity to the hospital is
very much favoured especially by
those attending the Specialty clerk-
ships and the Final year students
who are preparing for the M.B.,
B.S. Final Examinations. However,
the limited
sufficient for the above students
who wish to stay.

It is understood that such
problem cannot be solved in short
time but its presence is particularly
brought to the attention of the
Subcommittee. The nature of this
residential problem should be
regarded more on the academic
aspect than as a welfare to the
Medical ~students. The Sub-
committee is urged to consider any
solution, either temporary or long
term, which can be an establish-
ment of a new building or rebuild
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CURRICULUM

Guinia Pig

Our preclinical curriculum has all
the time born the stigmata of a
chronic illness.  Despite the major
operation” done two years ago with
the help of two foreign experts, the
preclinical curriculum remains sick.

There are many persisting and
new problems after the major opera-
ion.  Although various mild opera-
ons are being done now and then. it
is rather clear that they do not help
much; and it is high time that we took
4 thorough investigation now in order
to prevent any more disastrous results.

The most awkward situation
appears in the second year. This vear
is a continuation of some preclinical
subjects and the beginning of para-
clinical subjects. As a result, overload-
ing of work and incoordination cons-
titute a chaotic scene.

Firstly, there are too many sub-
jects for examination. During the
third term, students have to revise sub-
jects taught in the first two terms and
start to catch up new topics on para-
clinical  subjects and Behavioural
Science. As the paraclinical subjects
are new and difficult to master within
the limited time, students spend much
time to be sure to grasp only the more
important subjects and sacrify Phar-
macology which is to be examined in
the third year and Behavioural Sci-
ence which is supposed to be more
easily tackled within a short period
before the examination.

Secondly, as there are toc many
subjects to revise for examination and
time is so limited, the students cannot
have sufficient preparation before the
examination. In addition, examination
skill is so important in the various
combined papers that the students are
at high risk of failure in any one of the
papers.  As record shows in the past
two years, failure rate of second year
students in the examination in June is
extremely high.

Thirdly, the subjects for examina-
tion are grouped under various com-
bined papers. Although internal com-
pensation is carried out, it is unfair for
students who fail in one part of the
paper to be re-examined on the whole
paper. Furthermore, students repeat-
ing the year for failure in one part of
the paper has to be re-examined in all
other papers. They are at risk of fail-
ure in other subjects as well and they
do not benefit by repeating the year.
Furthermore, students repeating for
paraclinical subjects may not benefit
more than his being promoted to the

third year and re-assessed in these

subjects in the third year because the
paraclinical subjects are only in the
beginning in the second year.

Gross investigation reveals such an

awkwardness, so is the microscopic
scene.
Postnatal growth: The course is
thought to provide students with a
basic understanding of human growth.
However, the whole course is fragment-
ed and disoriented with bits and
clumps of material from departments
of Amatomy, Paediatrics, Community
Medicine and Industrial Engineering.
The situation is acceptable if the re-
quirement is just a general and basic
concept, but the actual fact is dis-
appointing  with  the unnecessary
emphasis and overloaded work.

Evidences can be found in the
lecture material and examination ques-
tions. Here are listed a few examples.

Lectures are given on human
evolution and variations, two thick
piles of notes are distributed to stu-
dents. However, the forsils, monkeys
are unfamiliar to the students and
under the congested time schedule.
these materials are difficult to swallow.
Unfortunately, questions on these
topics are frequent in examination and
is unrelated to human growth.
cg. Compare and contrast the foot
of man and the great apes (1980)

Briefly compare and contrast the
hands and feet of the primates (1979)

Certain questions are too detail-
ed-and not appropriate.
eg  What is the microscopic struc-
ture of the central nervous svstem at
the time of birth? (1980)

If topics on Paediatrics, Indus-

trial Engineering, Statistics, Evolution
etc are not counted, there is very little
left in Human Growth. However,
students who fail in this subject have
risk of failure of the combined paper
and repeating the year!
Behavioural Science: After two years
of experimentation, the results are still
disappointing. Students do not benefit
much from the course. Judging from
the number of lectures, tutorials, pro-
jects, essays etc in all three terms of
the second year, the subject is quite
important. Factors contributing to the
failure of the course are many and the
following are some of the important
points.

Firstly, students do not feel the
importance of Behavioural Science in
their career as a doctor throughout the
whole course. This may be due to the
fact that the course is not expected by
the students eg. on topics of

Psychology applied to patients in the
ward, local medical and health system.

Secondly, the emphasis of read-
ing reference is utopia for a medical
student under the overloaded curricu-
fum.

Thirdly. the unnecessary strain
caused by the project further arouses
rejection from the students.

Fourthly, the overloaded
curricutum of the second year especial-
ly during the third term will auto-
matically degrade the importance of

Behavioural  Science towards the
students.
After all, a good behavioural

science course is expected by the
students and certainly students can
benefit if these problems can be
solved.

Biochemistry: According to the report
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Curricu-
lum Review in 1979, about 50% of
students think that the number of
practicals in Biochemistry is more than
enough, over 50% of students agree
that practicals in Biochemistry are
irrelevant to the subject, over 90% of
students agree that the practicals are
not useful in their studies (see
Caduceus 1979, no9). As a lot of
time is spent in the practicals, it is a
very serious problem that needs to be
thoroughly investigated.

A little Genetics is being taught

during the first year. It may be worth-
while to consider the possibility of in-
corporating them into the course of
Genetics in second year. The topics on
Endocrinology overlap with those in
Physiology and may be condensed and
combined. With thorough investiga-
tions, we may get to know the possi-
bility of beneficially condensing Bio-
chemistry into a one year course as in
Amatomy and Physiology. Actually
there is not much loss if the course is
condensed and with certain topics in-
corporated into Genetics, Endocrino-
logy and Neurobiology.
Genetics, neurobiology and Anatomy:
The problems in these subjects are less
serious relatively. However, neurobio-
logy is a ditficult subject to master
initially and a lecture on the general
function and coordination of various
parts of the CNS, if given in the begin-
ning, may be rewarding to the
ctudents

Apart from the many problems
in the curriculum, its teaching is also
in no way perfect.

Firstly, the lectures are always
like a battle between the lecturer and
the students. Transparencies are but
lecturer’s weapon to ride over students

Another weapon is
Under this

writing reflex.
mere facts presentation.
situation, the students are just seeing
or hearing without knowing any thing.

Secondly, some lecturers have
difficulty in giving comprehensive
lectures. The problem is aggravated by
trying to convey as much information
as possible within one hour. Under
the hierarchy of power, students rarely
complain directly and have to accept
passively. Curiously, if lecturers can
fail students, why cannot the students
fail a lecturer in this aspect?

Thirdly, according to the report
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Curricu-
lum Review 1979, over 50% of stu-
dents prefer to have lecture handouts
covering details in lecturers. As the
teaching is concerned with facts more
than theories, memorizing more than
thinking, it is very important for stu-
dents to get quickly the basic materials
before their study. It is different from
a social science subject. The hinder-
ance of having to ‘dig’ out relevant
materials will put extra strain on stu-
dents under this overloaded curn-
culum.

The examination in the second
year is composed of various com-
bined papers. Although internal com-
pensation is carried out, the failure of
any part of the paper will imply failure
of the whole paper. Hence, it is unfair
for students to spend the whole
summer in preparing passed subjects.

* Questions outside the scope of
lecture materials are sometimes asked.
As the examination primarily aims at
assessment of basic knowledge rather
than selection of elites, these kind of
questions are inappropriate.

Changes of part of the curri-
culum may be difficult, but it does not
mean that problems need bot be
solved or conditions be improved.

The incoordination among the
departments may hinder changes. At
the same time, the lack of students’
concérn is equally discouraging. This
year, there will be no curriculum
review organized by the students.
Thus, it is hoped that class committees
can take up the responsibility instead.
Certainly, students have to learn to
have a ‘democratic mind’ in this
modern era.

I admit that the opinions above
are largely subjective. But both stu-
dents and departments will, no doubt,
welcome changes for the better, won't
they?
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