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When I was younger, so much

younger than today, I never

needed anybody’s help in any

way, But now these days are
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But I'm gonna have my freak
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Wave on, Wave on.
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+ 2 poor results. Taking into consideration the severity of

inacef

a major advance in antibiotic therapy
—protects the beta-lactam ring from attack

reased stability to §-lactamases -
“C is a new iotic with a.
broader antibacterial spectrum than the existing
cephalosporins. This is the result of an increased
stability to degradation by flactamases from
Gram negative bacilii. Eighty nine patients

. with acute bacterial infections were treated

with Clinically and

excellent results were achieved, 95% of the
patients being cured or improved and 92%

of the solated pathogens being eliminated
during cefuroxime treatment.”

Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine,
1977,70, (Suppl. 8), 25-32
Exceltent renal tolerance
“In an intensive care unit, 25 patients with serious
cardiorespiratory conditions, 9 of whom required
assisted mechanical ventilation with a respirator were

trested with cefuroxime for pulmonary infections (18]
and septicagmia (7). Five patients also had a
concomitant urinary tract infection. There were 13
goud results in which symptoms subsided within 2 1o 4
days, 10 fair results in which recovery was stower and

the condition and age of these patients cefuroxime
proved 10 he an effective antibiotic. Eight patients had
been unsuccessfully treated with other antibiotics.

No changes in renal function were observed.”
Ibid 86 89 =
Good clinical response

“Fourteen out of 18 patients with moderate to severe
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SCIENCE

FICTION

— By Retcher —

Science fiction has for many years exercised the
ingenuity of creative writers, artistis and film makers.
With the increasing knowledge of science nowadays,
readers of science fiction are becoming more and
more sceptical of the ideas conveyed in the science
fiction. Science fiction no longer becomes a product
of purely imaginative altitude. It taxes on the scienti-
fic knowledge and logical reasoning of the writers
to such an extent that in the future, all writers of
science fiction are in fact, scientists. Works of some
writers like The Country Of The Blind by H.G. Wells
which was once regarded as science fiction is no
longer being accepted and is now best considered- as
a literary piece of writing with some imaginative
spirit only.

Because of the growing interest in science fiction,
each definition for science fiction is accepted by only
a few, and it is by no means clear what exactly
science fiction is. The definition quoted by Kingsley
Amis in. New Maps Of Hell is the one which I find
most appropriate:

“Science fiction is that class of prose narrative
treating of a situation that could not arise in the
world we know, but which is hypothesized on
the basis of some innovation in science or techno-
logy, or pseudo-technology, whether human or
extra-terrestrial in origin.”

A background knowledge of science is important
to a writer of science fiction, for it is only on this
basis of scientific innovation that distinguish science
fiction from other kinds of fantasy, such as the
traditional fairy tales and weird fiction. Science
fiction inspires its readers a “sense of reality” in
addition to the “sense of wonder”. That sense of
reality comes from the already established laws
and theories of science which are absent in all other
kinds of fantasy.

SCIENCE FICTION WRITERS
& SCIENTISTS

When Albert Einstein first published his theories,
these were not accepted by many other scientists,
and they regarded his theories as some kind of
fantasy; and that is science fiction. It is only when
his works are proved that the words “science fiction”
are changed to “theories”. Therefore, accurate and
logical predictions based on scientific knowledge
and already established laws and theories ar in
fact science fiction before they are proved, so that
we can consider those laboratory workers who
are eager to expand the boundaries of science, and
producing lots of research papers, as writers of
science fiction. When these papers are proved by
experiments or otherwise, these people are accepted
as true scientists.

In fact, we can see little differences between
research workers and science fiction writers. Both
require careful attention to facts, detail observations
and bold speculations. That science fiction is often
possible can be reflected by works of its many
writers, one of which is Hugo Gernsback, who is
remarkable for the large number of technological
prophecies he made, most of which has come true:
weather control, plastics, liquid fertilizers, solar
energy, tape recorders, television and a good many
more.

Modern science fiction writers capture the essence
of the twentieth century, its optimistic spirits, its
belief in the bright new vistas opened by science
and technology, its desire to open up a world of
wonder and to encounter new experiences; and
it proved that science is the only proper material
for fiction.

The following are examples of some works of
science fiction.

8

The Deep Sea Adventure:

One of the greatest works of science fiction was
probably the “Twenty Thousand Leagues Under
The Sea” by Jules Verne, the French father of
science fiction and also the greatest fictional carto-
grapher of the nineteenth century. In this novel,
the mysterious captain of the underwatér dread-
nought, the Nautilus, captain Nemo (nobody), one
of the most enigmatic figures of science fiction,
called himself “I am the Law, I am the Justice”.
Captain Nemo safled the Nautilus in the depths of
the seas, cross a natural tunnel in the isthmus of
Suez (of course, before the construction of the
Suez Canal), reach the South Pole under the ice-
covered sea, engaged in a dreadful battle with a
giant octopus and finally returned to land.

Many events of this journey were produced on
television screen and this “Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under The Sea” contributed at least some part of
the interest of film makers of deep sea adventures.

Space Travel; The Moon:

The moon has always held attraction, not only
for lunatics, but also for many scientists and science
fiction writers. Numerous voyages to the moon has
been given by people like Kepler (1571-1630), and
Jules Verne.

In the science fiction “Somnium” written by the
great astronomer Kepler, he employed a supernatural
explanation for the journey to the moon. The hero
of the fiction Duracotus was transported to the
moon by a daemon or lunar spirit. According ‘to
Kepler, the moon was a night-mare world, with
lunar night and day each equivalent to 15 days on
earth. The native monsters of the moon hid them-
selves in the “sublunar” caves at night because of
the freezingly cold atmosphere. However, at day,
the moon was hot and arid.

Jules Verne, however, proposed a 900 feet long
space gun which was drilled vertically to the soil.
A 400000 pound guncotton was then ignited to
drive a conical projectile into space. Although this
becomes impossible from the present scientific point
of view, Jules Verne’s novel “From Earth To Moon™
published in 1856 did contain some descriptions
that amazingly parallel twentieth century actual
moon flights. Like the Apollo flights of the
Americans, Jules Verne’s moon travellers took off
from Florida, and like the real astronauts they
landed on the Ocean.

Back To The Past; The Lost World:

Besides being the writer of the series of detective
stories of Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
in The Lost World imagined an area at a hidden
corner of the earth where evolution had come to a
standstill and all the flora and fauna of the past
fluorished. With a vast knowledge of the theory of
evolution in hand, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was
able to set forth his ideas which firmly gripped the
interest of its readers. Although many of his imagi-
nations seem ‘nonsense’ to the biologists of modern
days, The Lost World nevertheless was a successful
attempt of a science fiction writer.

SCIENCE FICTION — A GLIMPSE OF ITS
DEVELOPMENT

Early science fiction was the fairy tales. Because
of the lack of scientific background at that time,
these fairy tales came to the mind of the authors
mainly by pure imagination. As science made more
and more discoveries, there came to a state in the
nineteenth century where it is difficult to tell what
is pure science fiction, for these works consisted of
a mixture of concepts and techniques which were
based on both science and non-science sources.
Nevertheless, these works can be considered as the
fore-runners of modern science fiction.

The first work of science fiction that is generally
accepted as a pure form of science fiction was the
“Amazing Stories” by Hugo Gernsback, first publish-
ed in April 1926. The “Amazing Stories” is accepted
as pure science fiction not because of its immediate
literary effect, but because of the social consciousness
and acceptance of science fiction after its first publi-
catjon. Before then, the works of science fiction
only appeared in the form of isolated pieces of
writings, and even the words “science fiction” were
new to many. From then onwards, the “Amazing
Stories” marked a turning point and a new era of
science fiction. The words “science fiction” became
accepted and praised by a readership interested in
imaginations, speculations and science. A portion
of the public, however, was skeptical about science
fiction, and regarded it as some form of literature
that has deviated from the norm, and has led its
readers to a world of fantasy. But all these criticisms
were shattered when more and more discoveries in
science were made, and there was a corresponding
increase in the belief that science would one day
dominate the thoughts of most people. Many science
fictions that were once “fictions” became reality
several years later.

The Experimenter Publishing Company of Hugo
Gernsback which published the “Amazing Stories™
was forced into bankruptcy due to some legal
anomaly in 1929. But Hugo started a number of
magazines afterwards, namely, “Science Wonder
Stories”, “Air Wonder Stories,” “Scientific Detective
Monthly” and “Science Wonder Quaterly.” Al
these publications made Hugo being considered as
the father of science fiction.

In the last few decades, there has been growing
interest in that elusive sphere of science fiction
especially in the academic field. The periodical
“Extrapolation” published by Wooster College in
Ohio since 1959, the “Foundation” journal published
by North-East London Polytechnic since 1972 and
the recently published “Science Fiction Studies”
by Indiana State University are examples of this.

Also, regular meetings and conferences are con-
ducted. In 1958, the Modern Language Association
scheduled its first conference on science fiction. A
Science Fiction Research Association was founded
in 1969. There are also various lines of development
of science fiction in different countries including
both the socialist and democratic countries. It is
therefore predicted that the boom of science fiction
would continue to fluorish in the future.
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