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A CONVERSATION WITH PROFESSOR COLBOURNE

On the seventeenth of September,

three Caducian Reporters called on the
Dean of Faculty of Medicine, Profes-

Q.

A.

Colbourne’s cold but inviting
The talk with
erning admission of students

Professor

with a handsome smile on

»ssor Colbourne’s face.

o

What is your opinion concerning
the philosphy behind admission?

The Faculty aims to admit indi-
viduals who will make the best
doctors, but they must survive
the curriculum, which we try
to keep up-to-date. We must
try to prevent two disasters.
First, we may admit people who
stumble through the first two or
three years and then get discon-
tinued as having no hope of
completing the course, a disaster
for the faculty, society and
especially the individual himself.
Secondly, some students as they
mature during the medical course
find that they do not want to
be doctors at all, often they were
persuaded by their parents to
study medicine when they did
well in the entrance exam. To
avoid these disasters, we try to
consider, other qualities such as
feelings of compassion and
genuine interest in medicine.
These are extremely difficult to
measure. Of course we must
try not to admit students lacking
the capacity to get through the
medical course.

What is the implication of having
gone through the medical course?
Would it imply that the student
is already a good doctor or
simply a doctor?

The aim of curriculum is certainly
to train students to be good
doctors. An important emphasis
of the curriculum especially in
the clinical years is the attitude
of doctors towards their patients.
Students should be taught largely
by example, to show kindness
and respect to patients, and not
to be simply medical technicians.
How do you think about the
criteria employed in admitting
students in maginal cases? What
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is the weight given to academic
results?

Students with good academic
results, provided that the reports
from headmasters and the per-
sonal information on the applica-
tion form concerning personal
interests and expectations of
university life are satisfactory,
will be admitted. For borderline
cases, the difference in marks
is often so small that it would
be unfair to put too much weight
on examination results alone.
Some methods as objective as
possible are employed to find out
the applicant’s suitability to
become a doctor. This is difficult
as the academic exam results are
more objective though we all
know their unreliability. It has
been shown that students with
better advanced level results get
through the medical course more
easily.

There may be students making
tremendous efforts in matricula-
tion course! Their examination
results may, consequently, not
indicate that they have high
aptitude. Moreover, they may be
accustomed to studying hard so
that they would show no interest
in any university extracurricular
activities including those valuable
for training students to become
better doctors. What is your
opinion?

Although examination result are
still the main factor considered,
the  extracurricular  activities
especially those with social nature
are taken into account. This
should encourage a broader life
at school.

In some countries such as United
States, some special analytic tests
are held and all new entrants
have been interviewed before they
are admitted. What are your
comments?

Some such tests are utilised in
some foreign medical schools but
many experts do not think they
give better results in selecting of
students. Some think that per-
sonal contact between applicants
and the faculty admission com-
mittee is important and that no
student should be admitted
without an interview no matter
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how short it is, to provide a more
personal entry to the faculty.

Do you think it is essential for
all new entrants to have some
knowledge about the medical
field?

Those who show complete ignor-
ance of the field of medicine can
not be suitable, they can hardly
have considered what sort of
person a good doctor should be.

What is your opinion about
Mathematic students applying for
medical studies?

Mathematic students should have
a well trained logical and analyti-
cal mind; they must show evid-
ence of achievement in biology
as well.

Mathematic students usually have
more alternatives in persuing
university education in compari-
sion with biology students. So,
do you think that the desire of
taking up a medical career of
mathematic students is not as
strong as biology students?

This introduces a new factor, I
personally would not exclude
“mathematic students.” If the
entrance qualifications were to be
changed, the university should
announce it to the schools several
years ahead. Otherwise, it would
be unfair for the present mathe-
matic students in matriculation
course in the expectation of
entering medicine.

What do you think about the
importance of getting a pass in
Use of English with respect to
admission into  faculty of
medicine?

I agree that a pass in Use of
English is required, this should
result in a change in the attitude
of matriculation students towards
studying English.

It is quite a general case that
universities consider academic
achievements as the major criteria
of admission. Would there be
different emphasis for different
faculties?

It is certainly reasonable that
different faculties will have
different admission requirements.

I can speak only for medicine
but I believe that School of Law,
by the nature of its professional
work stresses English. Similarly
other faculties have special re-
quirement. Dentistry will require
manual dexterity.

Are there any bodies such as the
Hong Kong Medical Association
that have influences on the
admission policy?

There is no influence from such
bodies.

What is your opinion about the
influence of admission policy on
local secondary and matriculation
education?

I agree that there must be a
strong relationship between uni-
versity admission requirements
and local secondary education.
This confirmed by talking to
headmasters. Obviously, if more
emphasis is put on the interview
in addition to examination grades,
students will try to take an
interest in social affairs as well as
concentrating on academic marks,
if good examination results alone
cannot secure a place in faculty
of medicine.

Regarding the present admission
policy, would there be any
changes in the future?

The Admission Committee has
suggested an increase in number
of committee members so that
more applicants can be interview-
ed. A shift in emphasis from
predominantly academic achieve-
ments to increasing stress on
interviews has been proposed.
Nevertheless, grades in examina-
tions remain as the most impor-
tant factor considered. It cannot
be denied that the whole proce-
dure of interview tends to be
subjective. It is difficult to judge
how genuine is the information
given by interviewees, but there
are objective factors that can be
assessed at interview.
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- 2 poor results. Taking into consideration the severity of
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AMERICAN MEDICAL

When we are thinking about the
admission policy in Hong Kong, it is
natural that one may be curious to
know something about admission to
medical schools in another country.
We have some information about
admission to medical schoools in
America available and we try to pre-
sent a certain aspect of it.

The single most important element
of a decision to apply to medical
school is reasonable certainty of an
affirmative answer to the following
question: Is a career as a physician
what 1 really want? Other ways of
asking that question put this funda-
mental decision into different per-
spectives. Do I want to work primarily
with sick people? Do I want to spend
at least five years as a student, study-
ing harder and longer than I ever have,
to prepare for a career which will
make extraordinary demands on my
time and intellectual and emotional
resources for the rest of my life? Do
others (parents, friends, teachers) want
me to be a doctor more than I really
want it for myself? Students who have
examined the attitudes and motiva-
tions suggested by these questions are
convinced that they genuinely want to
study and practice medicine.

SCHOOL ADMISSION POLICIES

Among the factors considered by

admission committees, the college
grades and the New MCAT (New
Medical College Admission Test)

scores are the most important. Of
course, other non-intellectual qualities,
mental aptitude should certainly be
taken into account and psychological
tests are arranged.

The New MCAT is an objective
measure of specified science know-
ledge and its application in solving
related problems and of other learning
and reasoning skills considered im-
portant in the study and practice of
medicine. The knowledge and skills to
be assessed were identified through a
national survey of prominent medical
educators, physicians, and students
who rated a comprehensive outline of
science topics and analytical skills on
the basis of their relevance to medical
education and practice.

The New MCAT requires one day
of testing and is administered in four
sections. The Science Knowledge and
Science Problem tests are given during
three hours in a morning session.
Following an one-hour lunch break, the
Skills Analysis: Reading and the Skills

a major advance in antibiotic therapy
—protects the beta-lactam ring from attack

- "Cefuraxime is a new cephalasporin antibiotic wit
_broader antibacterial spectrum than the existing

W&m oy B
' ram negative bacilli. Eighty-nine patients
. with acute bacterial infections were treated
with cefuioxi iologi

ically and
- excellent results were achieved, 95% of the
patients being cured or improved and 92%
of the isolated pathogens being eliminated
during cefuroxime treatment."”
%ﬂdiuoldn Royal Society of Medicine,
2

Increased stability to §-lactamases
"Mwuim-

70, (Suppl. 9), 25.3;
renal tolerance
- "Inan intensive care unit, 25 patients with serious.
cardiorespiratory conditions, 9 of whom required
i assisted mechanical ve
s treated with cefuroxime for pulmonary infections (18)
- and septicaemia (7). Five patients also had a

900d results in which symptoms subsided within 2 1o 4
days, 10 fair results in which recovery was slower and

ventilation with a respirator were

ks the condition and age of these patients cefuroxime
- proved 1o be an effective antibiotic, Eight mmm
been unsuccessfully treated with other anti >
'xf--:- in renal function were obsarved.

Good ciinical response Wi €
“Fourteen out of 18 patients with moderats

,am Zi;;ul 15 a trade mvt‘

AL -

Analysis: Quantitative tests are given
in a three-hour afternoon session. The
Science Knowledge section is pre-
sented in consecutive subsections of
biology, chemistry and physics;
(specific preparation in mathematics is
required for the physics subsection).
The Science Problems section uses
medical or science-related problems
which incorporate biology, chemistry
and physics; each problem is accom-
panied by three questions involving
various science areas. Test questions
for both sections are based on science
topics ordinarily covered in one-year
chemistry, organic chemistry, and
physics.

More general skills in reasoning and
the use of information are measured
by the Skills Analysis: Quantitative
tests. Reading passages and various
types of quantitative materials drawn
from the natural sciences, social and
behavioral sciences, and medically
related topics are used to present in-
formation upon which questions are
based. Although the skills analysis
tests are designed to measure problem-
solving, reasoning and decision-making
abilities rather than course preparation
in specific subject areas, the Skills An-
alysis: Quantitative test does require
specific preparation in mathematics.

Six New MCAT scores are reported,
each presented on a scale ranging from
I (lowest) to 15 (highest). Scores in
biology, chemistry, and physics are
determined by combining the Science
Knowledge questions for each disci-
pline with the Science Problems ques-
tions for the respective discipline. A
fourth score is reported for Science
Problems, combining biology, chemis-
try, and physics questions within this
section. One score each is reported for
Skills Analysis: Reading and Skills
Analysis: Quantitative.

The New MCAT provides medical
school admission committees with
nationally  standardized  measures
which enable schools to compare
applicants with widely different per-
sonal and academic backgrounds. The
test has been carefully designed and
constructed so that individual scores
will have the same meaning from year
to year, making possible direct com-
parisons of applicants who have taken
the test at different times.

The New MCAT, as in past pre-
admission testing, does not determine
whether an applicant is admitted to
medical school. There is no such thing
as a passing score. Besides, New MCAT
cannot and does not measure motiva-
tion, the nature of sincerity of interest
in the study of medicine, or the per-
sonal characteristics that have basic
importance in the practitioner or
teacher of medicine. These characteris-
tics are judged by other data and proce
dures. Yet, the New MCAT, when
interpreted in combination with col-

G

lege grades, is of particular help to
admission committees in evaluating
these aspects of an applicant’s back-
ground.

For example, when considering an
applicant whose college grades are high
and whose New MCAT scores are low,
admission committee members may
ask any of the following questions:

® Does the applicant come from an
undergraduate institution with low
academic standards and have an
inflated grade-point average?

® Does the applicant have low aca-
demic aptitude, compensated for
by effective study habits or long
hours of study?

® Was he or she seriously disturbed
or ill at the time of the test? (Or-
dinary anxiety or minor illness of
discomfort do not affect scores
significantly.)

® Has the examinee had limited ex-
perience with tests of the format?

® Does the candidate have inadequate
mastery of the English language
that might affect test performance,
although it is not reflected in day-
to-day work in college?

When an applicant presents high
New MCAT scores and a relatively
undistinguished college record, admis-
sion committee members may ask:

— Did this high-ability applicant fail
to apply himself or herself to un-
dergraduate studies?

— Did this student take a combination
of courses far more difficult than
that taken by the average student?

— Has he or she had to work long
hours in addition to taking course
work?

- Has the applicant been involved in
worthwhile activities that interfered
with academic studies?

— Has the applicant’s interest in
medicine developed only recently,
and are most recent trades a better
indication of the true ability?

Another point of interest may be
that in all American medical schools,
all new entrants have been interviewed
before they are admitted. This may be
one of the procedures to find out the
personal characteristics that cannot be
obtained by new MCAT scores.
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I. Report

A. Anatomy, Physiology, Biochemis-
try
1) From question 4, most students
(over 50%) prefer to have
lecture handouts covering de-
tails in lectures. In Physiology,
students get adequate lecture
handouts and demand more
thought-stimulating  lectures
from the department.
In Anatomy and Biochemistry,
lecture handouts are inade-
quate and students prefer
lecture handouts are inade-

quate and students prefer
lectures to be factual and
informative.

2) About 50% of students think
that the number of practicals
in Biochemistry is more than
enough. Nearly 50% of first
year students think that the
same situation happens in
Gross Anatomy.

3) Over 50% of students agree
that practicals in Biochemistry
are irrelevant to the subject.

4) Over 90% of students agree
that the practicals in Bioche-
mistry are not useful in their
studies. About 60-70% of
students think that practicals
on Physiology are not useful
either.

5) Over 60% of students agree
that a 34 weeks remission
before examination is reason-
able.

B. Statistics

1) Over 50% of students think
that the course cannot help
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them to gain some basic
understanding of Statistics.

2) Most of the students agree
that Statistics is not useful
in Anatomy, Biochem., and
Physiology. But over 50% of
second year students agree that
Statistics is useful in Behav-
ioural Sciences.

C. Behavioural Sciences

1) With regard to the expectations
from the Psychology course,
to gain a basic understanding
of peoples’ behaviour is more
favourable. To gain some basic
understanding of Psychology
carries the same weight. How-
ever, 50% of students think
that the course cannot achieve
these aims satisfactorily.

2) 47% of the students expect
the Sociology course to focus
on aspects of Medical Socio-
logy and doctor-patient rela-
tionship;  whereas  39.5%
expects an understanding of
the nature of the community
of Hong Kong. However, most
of the students (more than
60%) finds that the course

cannot satisfactorily achieve
these aims.
3)46% and 61% of students

think that the lectures cannot
stimulate their interest in
Sociology and Psychology res-
pectively. 32% of students even
rarely read references in Psy-
chology.

II. Our Opinions

This survey does not mean to be
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complete and only serves as a
baseline for further reference. Out
of the many limitations, it first
does not cover the examination
systems and the time allocated
to individual subjects, which
seems to be the chief complaints
on the New Curriculum. Second-
ly, the return rate in second yr.
is only around 30% and the
results are thus less reliable.
This is not the same situation for
first year students as the return
rate amounted to 70%. In view
of this, we therefore deliberately
separate the results of first yr.
students from that of 2nd year
students. Meanwhile we would
like to emphasize particularly on
the following 3 points.

1) Many students find that the
no. of practicals in Bioche-
mistry is more than enough
and useless to their study.
It is questionable whether this
is due to
a. the inability of the Bioche-

mistry department to relate
the practicals to the subject
as well as the failure of the
department to stimulate
interest in students in this
regard.

b. the practicals are really
irrelevant and useless under
the present Biochem. teach-
ing.

c. it is the students’ attitude
towards practicals that is at
fault.

We think all these points are
worth considering and any further
improvement must depend on
the joint effort of the students
and the department concerned.
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2) Most of the students complain
that they cannot learn some
basic Statistics from the pre-
sent course. It appears that
the present course basing on
the principle of self-education
just has not been working
with any efficiency. That more
emphasis and time to be put
on the subject is definitely
the only way to improvement.
This is especially worth noting
in light of the importance of
Statistics in the field of
medical and health studies.
Whether the extention of
Statistics course will automa-
tically mean the cutting down
of other parts of the curri-
culum is a point that has to
be considered seriously.

3) It is astonishing that most
students prefer lecture hand-
outs overing details in lectures.
This may implies that
a. students are just lazy book-

worms

b. the examinations base main-
ly on the contents of
lecture

c. students cannot understand
the lectures

d. the various departments
have actually failed to sti-
mulate students so as to
foster an atmosphere of
creative learning.

To conclude, we have listed three
areas under the present teaching in
the preclinical course which require
improvement, namely, the Biochemis-
try practical, the Statistics teaching
and the problems related to lecture
handouts. We hope these could serve
as solid goals of effort and help to
develop a dynamic curriculum and
teaching that will be most appropriate
for this ever-changing world.

Prepared by
Ho Chiu Ming
Chairman
Ad Hoc Committee on
Curriculum Review

TR - S AMT/ALEY - BRELE
o B ERE AR AR/ » KEREY &S
fEHAERBRE » L[ ;}351}?_&!% » H
ER BRI SR SR - ERME
o NTEMSIHE L remE o ROy -3 2 3
ABHHEE - ML ALERERN
KBl 5E > fth {77 T 52 B ch A= 75 AR
At LMEFE R fE it AR » LB L ch
PR - BERMBMBMERS » BHF
HREBIE BR—EZERBEEOA
B R —FE A R IR o thMA B
RE BRI » RK S E B2 P A
H A5k o (BAE 2 {2 B 8 R Y KR
SUR 0 L BEREIRE » MERFBIWE
Ry REF ML —EEE ?
MA+ZBEREHKE - h2d

HRE—H -8 E A o E

5

#

HPTIRE DL  RMELESEIE
A BLE YRR B EREI M ECHE:  IREER
MO O TE o & &R0 ER 7 418 7

51 » S BRSO W) S BERTTE

B & ETHE B LR » KRB
AR A A RO - BRT M »

REH T Y B | o



CADUCEUS

16

7 s W WOAR B 1S A5

cEAREN [ AR »
EZ.E’}.II&I ¥t BAESRM
ERB WG RS —ERHE -
BRYERBHHF RS HBEIEAR
BB B B HI B

B T #E o ERRULINE
» HEREDBBALIE

ORFBEHETEL [ BB
RATT » BE[E BB %R
BEE] » k[EFEEEERFN
KEZH ] o

S
%%k%*%?:§

Qi BELHIHBESED
EFNESHE—FHHE -

@EEHEMLETAhiteiT » B
BETHENEARZ  TEREHRREME

(P2 1%
EEBABEEFEANN R
BREEN
HREH SN RE
R

B4
+H+ﬁa£+ﬁ%,

MRFHES » hARH Medic
Festival & EIFE4: o

SEMBBEBKETA THEEE
AR BT AWNAX BEEEE
SHEM LT > R MBS E o £5
SHHE ARE ( HEHM)
AN BRAAE > hR AL TL
2% M E RO ERRS - B3 1K
¥~ % ~ /i $TFM-Limbo Rock
SELORES

A CEWR R W RS ZER B A
B> SLEASMIAER - Kk
EHA RS EL AL 0 B R
» PIBSER - M EMABmMAE -

SR LI EN  ESthRELEF

T BB A S RS E S

ALMBE S % th 2 ERIETHAIE MY - 3
RERE LT ST > AR LEER

AREBERGAE o AT RIS

& * REERESEBTAREN > &
ML M K o
RN AR 4N FT B o %
WRELE 0 B EROB R BEA
RZA " BEBTREMH—HET >
EPETILE S5 50TE S-1 T
MRS IGATE R © L4 RP

SRREH LWL S EOEREME &

0 » FEULHL A R9RR o

i PR I R A 0 Py 2 B R R G
P > WA fEE R 15 3 B L AR T
 BH— RS ERRBH
IEE B o ERBIMED - HEE
ERHER » BAANBEGREBH o

BB EUORMENE X R o

EE -BRA—-ERLNIR > B
KRR RIFHIRR ©

REFARE +ATZ=H
BRm R HFARE +HA =8

HEDFAE > BHRELEIR
ERMHETE] ERN—EH
m RERTE > }R%Zﬁﬂ"

5

&4 8 4 M/ HEZL
RKBEESZX
EE H“h#u
S & ""I M?‘fﬂl*l’)ﬁi‘l
ICH?EﬁWcI)JH » [ (5] B2 2 B ¥
{2 MM mERGH » — B TN E®
EE)&J%PU(S? TR R R R B
IRE R AT » R IER 4T R %
geEEBYE TS HERMETFSE
::]
HhmA—EER  EYALTRAD
THEAREET A - HIRLGE A R R
A aEEm A £ 0 HEE LT
BREAEMMHTFERE  TE2—FEEE
By IE TR 0 BEch R
AR IR A: o AR IR EREAT BT

EEW?’% m;UJ » G JD’[ {Hﬂh

R AEA - JBEHEEA AL
PR E AR DB BN M T
&4 E B Bk ¥ Doctor B2
FERRAAH AR E » KR TEmBERZ
®

AR ffDem’tor » FHERF BT
#F|fDem’tor » FEELMH AR » 55 W I
REEFRO

3B F)E kAL 0 PR AT
FBRBF 2 » $}ESE R E
Medic84 % [a 8 » 7 2R RIMAEEM
HEEARMEER R TERHM
HREMBERD > WIFRBEEMK
AFKRBEIMATLLE » 204 JI 10 E

Bl > AP 25 F A & R AP e 7] |
— Wt » BAERRIE o

P E T I AT AN S SN TSN
EH T VAN 5 S L3
RAEHR  RERE (2)
k&hm (=)
AL (=)
(=)

£
BB . +A+AE

ELIXIR

R ek

Elixir 78 —79 & &

Elixir — official journal of the Medical Society University of Hong
Kong.
Elixir is now offering an opportunity for subscription of the coming
issue.
Session 78-79
It will be ready by early 1980. The price is $30.
This ussue will include:
* Journals from professors and doctors
* Departmental survey on the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
* Reports on Health Services in Hong Kong
* Reports on activities of the Medical Society etc.
N.B. Money will be collected upon delivery.

1
: Elixir Committee |

c/o Medical Students’ Centre |
I Sassoon Road [
i Hong Kong |

Elixir, Session 78-79
Subscription Form.

Price: $30 (collected upon delivery).
Block letters please

Name :
Address :
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