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The ‘Gap’ between Schooling
and Education

by Bill Lowe extracted from the Hong
Kong Standard 14th May 1978

In terms of real cause, rather than
superficial symptoms, I think it can
be emphatically stated that the
troubles lie in the gap between
schooling and education.

There is however, an even widening
gap between those who talk about
the learning process in terms of
school, the classroom and the
examination, and those who get all
this as outdated and talk of de-
schooling possibilities, good student-
teacher interaction, and the freedom
for unrestricted learning.

To a great extent, those teachers
were successful in encouraging
students to become involved in the
world around them=not in the
restricted ‘teacher says we have to
do this project’ sense, but in a freer
enquiring way.

The conflict is one of rights in the
student (and not a few teachers)
insisting upon their right to have
their questions answered, and the
present principal insisting upon her
right to govern without being
questioned by those whom she sees
as being in a subordinated position.
The principal claimed that she had
been surrounded and abused, but it
could be that students simply asked
her direct questions and demanded
answers.

What authority called ‘polite’ was
really subservient.

The principal, to expect humble
and unquestioning obedience from
today’s young people is to expect
the clock to be turned back.
Demonstrations and sit-ins upset
routine schooling, but may be
necessary sometimes in course of
education.

In seeking a solution, we should not
be misled by platitudinous claphap
about ‘Left Wing Influence’ such
talk is to scare public opinion into
seeking evil where there is no.
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