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The 25th IFMSA General Assembly is now a thm .
C T

r uSE the members of the Local Organizing Co , the

and the active panicipan%—- it occupies a special corner
o ries, as an occassion to be remembered and cherished for
the years to come. It spells friendship, co-operation and an inter-
change of ideas.

I can remember the preparatory work for the GA as though it
was only yesterday. The LOC was lucky to have the support of our
fellow students for which we were truly grateful. With the help of the
Vice-Chancellor and the Dean of Students, the GA was finally allowed
to hold its meetings in the Senate Room pes, papers and
information on Hong Keng were n
made. A banner was prepared for
Rooms in StaJohn!
sent to thé®HK., 0 . q igEation Office.
Arrangements weresma d the

ion. Every-

ing a ! D x5

Saturday, August 7, 1976 — the delegates were due to arrive!
Typhoon Clare was arriving too! — to cast a wet blanket? It sure
looked that way as signal no. 8 was hoisted. Any further signals would
mean no plane would land. No landing would mean no delegates; no

delegates would mean no GA.

We were lucky! Clare decided to take pity on us and passed
Hong Kong uneventfully. Everything went ahead as planned. Dr.
Rayson Hwang, the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Frank Cheng, President of
H.K.U. Med. So., Fifi Ellis, President, gave the official addresses at the
Reception. Dr. Thomas Ng, Vice-President H.K.U. Med. So., Dr.
Henry Li, President HKMA, Dr. Brain Apthorp, President BMA, Prof.
Ma and Prof. Young also honoured the occassion with their presence.
Our own fellow students were well represented and everyone had a
good time eating, drinking and meeting and making new friends. All in
all, there were 48 delegates representing 23 countries: Australia,
Austria, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Greece, Germany, Ghana,
Hong Kong, Isreal, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Singapore, South
Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, Uganda and USA.

Monday morning started bright and early with 2 very infor-
mative and interesting seminars delivered by Prof. G.B. Ong on
‘Intergration of Chinese and Western Medicine’ and Dr. L. Hsu on
‘Halo-Pelvic Traction’. The GA was then formally declared open at
2.00 p.m. Working Committees were set up to look into the matters
such as financial, credentials, activities of SCOPA, SCOPE, Drug
Appeal Programme and Future Projects. The question of a white
representing S. Africa arouse during the discussion. It was decided
that as long as the national member association believes in the same
principles as IFMSA in being non-political and non-racist, the delegate
would not be barred from the GA.

The conduction of the GA went smoothly except for some
confusion over the credentials as some delegates did not have any
with them despite having been warned before hand by the General
Secretariate to do so; some credentials were signed by the delegates
themselves due to the fact that they were also heads of their national
associations. After some delibrations, only 16 countries were granted
voting rights by the Credential Committee.

The reports of the President, Treasurer, Secretary General, RVP
Europe, SCOPE, & SCOPA Directors and the Working Committees
were heard and adopted. The GA also adopted the report on the
Seminar on Environmental Pollution held in Japan in August, 1976.
There were discussions on whether a Standing Committee on Environ-
mental Pollution and Population should be set up with the abolish-
ment of the present Standing Committee on Population Activities as
stated in the 5 year plan. It was finally decided that SCOPA is doing
some work at the present with follow-ups planned next year and it
would be unfair to abolish it at the moment. Therefore, a Standing
Committee on Environment was set up instead with Jacob Roffler of
Switzerland as its Director to carry on the work against pollution. A
Medical Education Center was also set up in Stockholm, Sweden,
headed by Bjorn Sundstroem.

Although night sessions were set up to allow the delegates more
meeting time it was not all work but no play. The delegates were
taken on a tour of all the local sights including Temple Street, the
New Territories and Macao. Many of them found the trip to the
squatter and resettlement areas informative as well as being an eye-
opener. Everyone also had a great time at the Repulse Bay B-B-Q. and
the BMA sponsored launch picnic.

The GA officially ended on Sunday, Aug 16th, with the Annual
Dinner at the Furama Pacifica Room but for me the headache just
began. The LOC had found that some of the Egyptian delegates were
very pushy and unco-operative, If a voting was done, then M. El-
Sheemy would have taken the cake. Despite our resentment against
him, he was also an object of pity for us. Thinking that he could leave
Hong Kong on the next day, El-Sheemy blew his money on Tuesday
night. Unfortunately, he found out on Wednesday, a day too late, that
although he was booked on the flight for Hong Kong to Bangkok, his

CADUCEUS
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flight from Bangkok to Cairo was not confirmed. The next f!ight was
Saturday but as it was booked full he was only put on the waiting .hst.
Now, what could he do? He had no money and he had no flight
confirmation! He decided to spin me the yarn about his valuable
family ring that he wore on his little finger and that h_e wanted .to sell
it. Being a good host, | trotted him down to the jewellers in the
Central District; going with him from shop to shop tyring to get a
buyer! There was no luck in the first few shops but finally — a
BUYER!! Great! | thought, no more embarrassments! | waited im-
patiently for the offer. The pronouncement was that the ring was not
of pure gold and so was valueless. He could only give El-Sheemy
HK$13.00 for it! Crash! — what a let down! | decided that selling the
ring was not such a good idea after all and got him into contact with
the Egyptian Embassy which finally helped him out of his predica-
ment.

With its ups and downs, the GA was still a big success. | wou[d
like to quote the motion by Greece and Liberia that was passed un-
animously — ‘The IFMSA 25th GA expresses its best thanks to the
LOC chairman and all those who have contributed to the perfectly
functioning organization which has done its best for the meeting.
Nobody can remember any GA better organized’ | would like to
express my heartfelt thanks to the members of my organizing com-
mittee, the Vice-Chancellor, Dean of Students, the Estate and Faculty
Offices, the HKMA, the BMA, Organon, Elli Lilly SA, St. John's
College, Prof. G.B. Ong, Dr. L. Hsu, Dr. Frank Cheng, Dr. Thomas Ng,
Prof. Ma, Prof. Young and all that have worked towards the success of
the General Assembly.

LILIAN PUSAVAT

Ceporex

a routine of success in bacterial infection

Ceporex is the broad-spectrum oral cephalosporin antibiotic fr
high concentrations and reliable activity at the site of infy
successful. Ceporex is well tolerated, even by patients
The rapidly bactericidal activit
92% in acute cystitis

88% in pyelonephritis

91% in bronchopneumonia i
94% in acute bronchitis )
97% in tonsillitis /pharyngitis .
94% in ofitis media

side effects are minimal and the record of safety excellent 13
“Advances in A and A cf y 197211199 !

Ceporex

Ceporex is a Glaxo trade mam(cep haleXin) .‘
Glaxo

om Glaxo. It gives
ection, Response is promptand
hypersensitive tothe penicillins.
y of Ceporex has produced recorded* Success rates of

The Editorial Board wishes to thank the special support of Glaxo
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Professor F.P. Lisowski

The news of the death of Chairman Mao came as a shock which has
reverberated not only throughout China but also the world at large.
Mao had a profound influence on China and the world and his death is
therefore a great loss. By his ideas and actions his country was trans-

formed into a modern state. China has stood up and is no longer poor ![g § & g ,{ ;.é " fE fy g P A
and downtrodden, she is taking her rightful place as a leading country RS — ﬁl,; = EE ® — % {i ﬁ Fal : > fTIE BB OIS R OE & §
in the world. Mao’s ideas will continue to have a deep influence in EMMMEBEINERNE > & 244 HoM R GE R B R Y
China. Prime Minister Bhutto’s description of the Chairmanismost B & A B 3t B A = & A £ & 4 ; {ﬁ § é % g é; g g o
apt, for he called him a giant among giants, the history of mankind ;E . MZHE oo i 7 = B OE E e B & A
has witnessed few great men like him. ?g;—]&?gg‘%%gf 3 B BB Ok HE S koo
Mao was keenly aware of the health needs of his country and, as O = ERET F® B "%_i AL 2 B B s #
one of his many tasks, saw to it that health care was delivered to the % > MBHFREELMEZ F‘,ﬁ g;‘ ;; R s 4
remotest corners of China. This is a remarkable achievement when one MR e : c MR X A it S f] z gg :5]« # %R
considers the size of the population, remoteness of many of the rural ’E‘ g ﬁ E& gjﬂ £ 1 fE ried Rz 8 EN § % I i A —
areas and the severe lack of necessary trained manpower and capital. ST o BN g % ; /;; BEMOBRAEMNE % &
This emphasis on a healthy population has helped the Chinese —4EeTREE KM% 3 2 BRhLMB 7 8%
economy enormously. At the same time basic and applied medical BEE T ERE Kk 14 J,’ g é ﬁf s g g g . ¥
research were not neglected either. The result is that many endemic EABMARRKAN ®E— 35 TR M A M E B
diseazes have been eradicated and others have been controlled. Health 1 ﬁ ﬁ% f 1; B;j % e & g 7 PEER T ~
education and mass immunization of the population are spreading > oo O£ =5 s H 5 A e ]
across the country. In this context the words “serve the people’ are LR 28 %2 ~
particularly relevant. Her self-reliance in health care, as well as her
agricultural and industrial advances are giving China a- strong
foundation for her future. And this is one of Chairman Mao’s great
achievements,
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