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An Interview with the

WHAT ARE THE AIMS AND WORKING POLICY OF
IFMSA?

IFMSA is a non-political, non-racial, non-religious inter-
national medical students body aiming at promoting co-operation
among medical students from all over the world. IFMSA is a forum in
which medical students can discuss and exchange ideas and experience
concerning problems of common interest. Such may include general
health problems of the people of the world, e.g., family planning,
professional exchange of medical students and the discussion of
the problems with which member associations may be confronted,
with the appropriate suggestions.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO INTRODUCE SCOPE, SCOPA,
BOOK APPEAL AND DRUG APPEAL PROGRAMMES
TO YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS?

All of these are standing committees of IFMSA.

SCOPE — It is the short form for the standing committee on pro-

fessional exchange of medical students among different
countries. Through such exchanges, SCOPE aims at pro-
moting the exchange of ideas of such as scientific and
medical technology, health problems of different countries
and the promotion Friendship among students from all
over the world. Projects working on topics such as
immunology and general health problems had been
arranged by SCOPE in the past.
The standing committee has been active in Western Europe
and there is a general liking of students to be exchanged to
developing countries. As for selection, the tentative
exchange student has to complete an application form
provided by SCOPE at a charge of US$2.50 and stating
the personal requirements and expectations out of the trip.
The form will be sent through the External Affairs
Secretary of the Medical Society to the host country which
will then match the requirements with the actual available
conditions. A reply will then be made. I would like to draw
the attention of all fellow students to that the travelling
expenses are entirely free. In the GA, it has also been
agreed with other Asian countries that we should toil for
better and more active exchange programmes in the future
years.

SCOPA — It is the short form for standing committee on population
activities. Based on the understanding that population is
one of the major health problems of the world, SCOPA
was established in the GA at Ghana. The workshop ISWEP,
international student workshop on environment and
population has just been completed this summer in Japan.
The workshop investigated the relation of an environmental
disease to the environment of a district in Japan and large
numbers of investigations were performed in the area.
SCOE — Standing committee on environment was also
set up after this workshop.

Another workshop ISWFWD, international student work-
shop on family welfare and development, will be held on
the 21st of this month (AUG) in Cairo, Egypt. The Cairo
workshop is concerned with family planning. The suggested
discussion topics include:

1. Education & Population Problems.

2. Food and Nutrition in relation to population explosion.
3. Role of females in social development.

4. Family Structure and Child Health.

5. Intelligence and Family size in Developing countries.

6. Population Pressure & Health Services.
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7. Islam Family Health and Social Development.

8. Developmental problems of Nomadic Arab population.

9. Use of science in Social Development.

10. The youth and Development issues.
The expenses in Cairo are entirely free. Selection was based
on an essay competition but unfortunately, HK students
did not submit any essays. There will also be follow-up
projects after the Cairo workshop some time next year in
Indonesia, Malaysia & Zambia and participants in the work-
shop will actually help these countries in their family
planning.

BOOK APPEAL PROGRAMME — It is concerned with the obtaining
of a list of cheap textbooks to be sent to all member
countries. It also functions to collect textbooks of older
editions to be sent to students of developing countries.

DRUG APPEAL PROGRAMME — It is responsible for obtaining
donations from drug firms and the drugs obtained will be
sent to countries in need of them upon payment of the
postal charges. The programme had succeeded in the past

in sending drugs to the Bangladesh and some African
countries.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR RESOLUTIONS OF
THIS GA THAT ARE OF INTEREST TO OUR FELLOW
STUDENTS?

First of all, let me introduce some of the general conditions
of ARMSA and IFMSA. ARMSA is under IFMSA. Miss Lilian Pusavat
was appointed the regional vice-president of Asia. The next GA of
ARMSA will be held in Japan. Concerning IFMSA, it has temporarily
been fixed that the next GA will happen in Greece.

I would also like to introduce to my fellow students of
some projects due to occur later. Through personal contact with the
delegate from Sweden, it has been agreed that a Preclinical clerkship
will be arranged next year through SCOPE and is most probably free.

Another project is the Medical information Service Project
to be held also in Sweden. It aims at studying the medical curriculum
of all member countries so that information can be available to all
students who would like to change to a medical school of another
country.
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WHAT DID YOU INTEND TO ACHIEVE WHEN YOU
RAN FOR DELEGATE AND WHAT HAVE YOU
ACTUALLY OBTAINED AFTER THE ASSEMBLY?

When I ran for delegate, I did not have a big ideal because I
was so ignorant about IFMSA. I only intended to learn more about
IFMSA and to introduce the medical and health services of HK and
China to the delegates.

Well, after this GA, I have actually harvested a lot. I am
willing to answer any questions from my fellow students about
IFMSA. T have established frienship with the delegates and I am sure
that in future, through personal request, I can obtain quite easily
information concerning e.g., the medical curriculum, health service,
etc., of foreign countries. I may, in a way, help some of our standing
committees in collecting information.

I have also seen that politics is actually present in this so-
called non-political students body. Actually, from the simple fact that
this assembly did not happen in Egypt is a good manifestation of the
existence of politics. I have also observed how careful the Isrealite
delegate had been in giving souvenirs. They would not give the hats
with the word Israel on it to delegates other than HK students,
because we are supposed to be politically neutral. Also, some delegates
are obviously not pleased with the white man observer from S. Africa.

_ I'have also seen how frustrated a man can be when his ideals
are not accepted. The proposed policy statements by the regional
vice-president of Europe was too good to be accepted— because of
some political reasons.

Through human contact in this assembly, I also got a
glimpse of ‘National Characteristics” of people, eg., the USA delegates
were free and frank while those from Germany were rather cool.

Savings Accounts

A secure, convenient way to save money and accumulate
interest at the same time. Through our fully computerised
system. you can deposit or withdraw money at any of

our branches.

//)H { )] / O Current Accounts

a Chartered Bank current account. A simple
allernative to carrying cash, a current account
makes payment of bills easy.

Short and Long Term Fixed Deposits
Qur attractive interest rates on fixed deposils
make your money work for you.

Instant Cash

Instant cash is available from The Chartered
Bank 24 hours a day — even on public
holidays — at any of our 15 Cash
Dispensers

Gift Cheques

The Chartered's attractively-designed gift
cheques make an ideal gift for all

special occasions.

Safe Deposit Boxes
The best way to keep your
valuables sale and secure.

Free Automatic Payments
Our free Automatic Payments
service lakes care of all your
routine payments.

$500 and your identity card are all you need to open

Concerning the programme, the general_cg{nment from th:
delegate was — excellent. In fact, I can see they student&nature
in that they are always willing to walk, take k;l:;)h(t:‘ ?usgs ::d l?dgnv;

cent! They actually don’t mind what of foo
il"::;'ywould get.yl don’t think they will be spoilt by t.hg good fooci
they had nor that they will generalise the standard of living they go
to that of the general public in HK.

FINALLY, WHAT IS YOUR MESSAGE TO OUR FELLOW
ENTS? ;

o Be concerned with International Relaqons. Try to look

deeper into what [FMSA actually is, its aims and ldea!s. Tw .to read

posters of IFMSA more carefully and be more enthu.smtlc with pro-

jects of SCOPE and SCOPA. You are always welcome if you have any

ueries. i
e Finally, read the proposed policy statements of the regional

i i it wi iends because it
vice-president of Europe and discuss it with your fne1_1

is topbe discussed in the next assembly. I would al§o like to request
the Cadweus to hold a forum on the proposed policy statements. It
concerns not only IFMSA but_also what we should do_as_future

doctors.
— Caduceus Reporter —
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TOUR AROUND HONG KONG — THE DIARY
OF A RECEPTIONIST
Early in the moming, on the 15th of August, I arrived at
SJC. At about 10:15 am, the bus arrived.

ANANANANAANANAAAAAAAA

1 talked to the delegate next to me, “Can you tell me about
the life of a medical student in Japan?”

I was very eager.

“We have lectures starting at 9:10 in the moming and
ending at about 4:30 or 5:00 pm .. We have annual sports
competition among all medlul students in the Northern part of Japan
during the summer.

“Are the studcnls keen on activities concerning Japanese
society other than lectures and sports competitions, say, voluntary
health service? We H.K. students do participate in community projects
through uandmg committees such as the health committee.”

“Oh yes, we do have such projects ....................... &

“On your left hand side is the Hong Kong Governor’s
House.” the ‘tourist guide’ said, “............cccccoennne the governor had a
terrible wife with a servant carrying her big handbag beside her when

she goes to shopping.”
S ARARRARARRARRAR AN A

“On your left hand side again is the US Ambussy."
“How about the US Ambassador’s wife’
TR T Frovigs s o LAGERIEEY. o cret - Fokasers Laughter.”

AANAAANANAAAANAAS

*‘Here is a resettlement area, you may get off to take a look
at the housing cubicles ..............ccc.ec.

The units we visited were not yet occupied. The delegates
were surprised by the extremely small space within which a family of
5 or 6 have to live in.

A delegate went up to a block which had been occupied.

He exclaimed, “It’s difficult to comprehend how people
can be packed within such cubicles of about 150 sq. ft.” he shook his
head, “In the States, the condition is much better even for the poorest
people, housing is a real big problem in Hong Kong.”

ANAAAAANAAAAAAAAN
w A ). You may get

off and have a look .. . please be back punctually..
The people have been living there for 4 years and this yedl

is the first year they have electricity and water supply from the
government. The writer was surprised by the cleanliness of the area
but was told by the inhabitants that even though they do not have
their own toilet, they can go to the neighbouring resettlement area

“Here is a quatter hut area ( = & L=

toilets when necessary. The writer was also told that in cases of

typhoon, (Even up to signal no. 10), they would prefer to remain in
their huts rather than to move into government provided temporary
safety accomodations. Some of the huts were extremely small, low
and dark.

The delegates were surprised on knowing this.

“How about crime in this area?” a delegate asked.

“People have nothing worthwhile to be stolen ............... o

“In Chicago, crime is very severe, once you get into some
similar district, you might be shot .........cccceeveeen. We have been too
lucky, we should be more concerned with the dark side of society.”

I was inspired with the seriousness of the delegate. | was
enthusiastic.

We headed for the Castle Peak and arrived at % raRl

“You get off and have a walk round in the temple............ e

The writer accompanied the delegates into the temple but
was opposed to the crowdiness, noisiness and atmosphere of the
temple. He went back to the bus. o

A delegate soon returned, “I have seen a lot of this in my
motherland.”

ANANANNANANANANANAANNANNANAAN

We headed for the walled city.

“This is the walled city, you may get off and spend 15
minutes there.”

Each delegate paid twenty cents to get in. The writer did
not get in, opposed to the commercialisation of the occasion.

Soon, a delegate returned.

“How do you feel about the city?”

“*Oh, I don’t like it, every thing is commercialised.”

When most of the delegates returned, the writer asked
another delegate nearby.

“Oh, I wouldn’t like to Iive init.”

Another delegate said,
to be paid to have their plmlnyuplu taken
caught one of them in the photo ... .. I did not pay her and
was nearly hit by her with her hat .... .. Actually, I don’t
mind paying her but [hdl would make her more dependent on the
LTINS . - il s

Money, Money, Money,

I felt unhappy. Let
‘student-like’.

the women have
I accidentally

programme of IFMSA be more

In the wrllied. C‘t/

“We are heading for the Sino Border .................

I would prefer it to be called Sino-H.K. border.

“You may not see too many (‘ommumst Chinese over the

border, only the farmers ...

“What he’s trying to say is that there are not too many

Communists in China.” said a delegate.
What an unintentional erroneous utter!

“We have arrived at the border, you may have a look round

ANNANAANNANNNNANANS

delegate

T AAANANAANNAANNAANNAN

Cross Harbour Tunnel.
On the way, most delegates tried to take a rest.

MAANAMNANANANAAAAAAS

We arrived at Hong Kong

NANANASANNAANANAAAS

“I'like the place, a big country with a huge population
I would like to know more about her.”

The delegates took photographs and tried to take a better
view of China.

“How do you feel about China?” a delegate asked another

The bus by passed Chinese University and headed for the

The material not included within quotation marks are purely the
findings or the opinions of the writer. The material within quotation
marks is either a direct recording or a summary of what had actually
been said.

SUNRISE —
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In the 25th GA of IFMSA, the regional vice-president
of Europe put forward a proposed new policy statements to dis-
cussion & vote. He believed that “Firm definite principals could assist
in avoiding the growth of a generation of internationalists, who think
solely about their personal career, and to whom the health of the
people of the world is secondary to egoistic motives.” (direct quotation

from his letter). The discussion of the policy statement was postponed
during the GA because of political reasons.

Our Board believes that it is appropriate and necessary for
all medical students of HK. to discuss this policy statements so that
our delegate can reflect the views of H.K. students at the next GA.
The following is a direct reproduction of the policy statements.

Policy statements of the IFMSA
10.  Considering the WHO definition of Health, a condition of  Health
complete physical, mental and social wellbeing, and con-
sidering the fact that the IFMSA as members has the Worlds
future doctors, two items will be stated:
— The medical students as future doctors have one central
thesis: To serve the people, 21
— The medical students unions have one central thesis in the
fight for a better health of the people of the World: To
mobilize and to involve the students.

10.1  As a first special issue it should be emphasized, since this is,
for the time being, heavily affecting the health in many
developing countries, that there should be no forced intro-
duction of the western hemisphere health care systems to the
developing world. The problems of which are different, of a
more acute and larger scope, and which have the need for
other solutions. The health care in a given part of the World
shall be in accordance with the need of the present people.

o
)

10.2  As a second special issue it should be mentioned, since we
live in a World, basically dominated by paying and reveiving,
that there should be no direct payment between the doctor
and his/her patients. Fixed salaries should be given by national
arrangements since this is the only way to avoid exploitation
of the patient by the doctor, and referring to art. 2 in the
World Declaration on Human Rights adopted by the United
Nations in 1948, avoid discriminative attitudes based on socio-
economic factors of the patient. Similarly there should be no 23
big difference between the social conditions of the doctor and
his/her patients, since this. would rather be exploiting than
serving the people.

221

10.3  As a third special issue it should be expressed, since the pro-
blem is topical in several countries in the World, referring to
art 2 of the World Declaration -on Human Rights, that there
shall be no division of the patients on the hospitals relative to 30
their economie abilities. Likewise there shall be no distinction
as to political, racial and religious views of the patients. All
ill patients are equal.

104 IFMSA will, within tis capabilities and constitution, work 31
to promote the mentioned items, especially IFMSA will work
for a creation of an organizational frame in order to forward
these principals on an international level.

11 Though ethical issues have been mentioned in the previous, Ethics
it should be emphasized in particular,
— that IFMSa will work to promote the principals of the 40
World Medical Association Declaration of Geneva: The
health of my patient shall be my first consideration,
— that IFMSA will work to remove all kinds of discriminative
features in the Worlds health systems, referring to art 2 in
the Declaration on Human Rights adopted by the United
Nations in 1948, 50
— that the IFMSA will work to promote the World Medical
Association Declaration of Helsinki as revised in Tokyo
1975, and the Declaration of Tokyo.

IFMSA studies and promotes the professional interests of
medical students throughout the World insofar as it does not
contradict the foregoing. Accordingly IFMSA will within its
capabilities and constitution support the following:

— It is a general right of medical students to participate
actively in discussions and decisions concerning medical
education and general university problems as well as general
political problems,

— students should all actively, through students unions, or
through directs election of representatives, be entitled to
participateswith voting power in student-relevant decision-
making bodies in faculties and universities,

— the representation of students relative to the academic
staff in the above mentioned students-relavant decision-
making bedies, should be equal;

— no student representative should be forced for nomatter
what reason, not to inform and discuss with his fellow
students, items of a broad and general scope and of general
interest, debated in these decisionmaking bodies.

— all students should be supported or directly payed, since
education is a work like any other, in order to be able to
live a life, equal to the local population.

IFMSA states that within the limits of a reasonable healthplan-
ning-scheme, which aims at establishing a current and stable
health care of the people, it is the right of every student
capable of completing a medical course, irrespective of his/her
political, racial and religious beliefs and/or his/her socio-
economic conditions, to be allowed to begin a medical course
without interruptions due to any of these reasons.

IFMSA states that great effort must be made to improve the
standards of the medical education, as in accordance with the
principals mentioned in article 10 above, by investigating and
introducing better selection, teaci.ing and examination
methods, as well as by investigating other aspects and by
promoting a wide discussion and publicity of the subject.

IFMSA states, in accordance with the above mentioned
paragraph 10.1, that effort should be made to fight against a
forced copying of the western hemisphere medical education
to the developing World, since the medical education has
to be in accordance with the present educational need of the
people.

IFMSA states that it is the duty of any future doctor as well
as present doctor, to participate in the further development of
medicine within his/her capabilities, and that it should be in
accordance with the principals stated in art. 10 above. In case
this participation consist of biomedical research, the
principals of the World Medical Association Declaration of
Helsinki, as revised in Tokyo 1975, is to be followed.

IFMSA aims to strengthen the relations between students by
a scheme of professional exchange of medical students
between various countries and by promoting an organization
of the medical schools.

IFMSA is working, through the arrangement of seminars and
conferences, to constitute a frame of debate and exchange of
experience which aims at implicating that medical students at
an early state critically and constructively can and will parti-
cipate actively in the solving of the health care problems of
the countries, ie. in serving the people.

The IFMSA publications comprise a journal, newsbulletin and
reports. IFMSA shall keep in close contact with the press and
shall encourage the publishing of news of the interest to, and
concerning medical students associations and other interested
bodies.

IFMSA can act as liaison between and cooperate with inter-
national and other organizations with which the Federation
has similar interests.
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DERMOVATE clobetasol propionate

A top performer in psoriasis and stubborn eczemas

G/axo — leaders in topical steroid research

The Editorial Board wishes to thank the special support of Glaxo Hong Kong Lid.
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Ceporan

Cephaloridine for
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Cephalexin for
capsules & syrup

Cephalothin for
intravenous drip
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Versatility of Choice

from

G/aXO -the Pioneers of the Cephalosporins
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