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Preliminary report is circulated in the
members of Medical Student Council for
comment, and the final report was draft-
ed.

lll. GENERAL COMMENTS

1. Introduction

Firstly, doctors are trained not only to cure
diseases but also to produce and maintain an
optimal health standard of the community.
Medical-students should be taught to be more
health-oriented and not just disease-minded.
It includes measures for the prevention of
both physical and mental illnesses, and to see
that they are eradicated. This is of particular
importance as over ninety percent of the gra-
duates from our medical school will sooner or
later enrole as general practitioners, and the
preventive side of medicine has not been suf-
ficiently emphasised in our medical school.

Secondly, we do agree that “the under-
graduate course in medicine should be educa-
tional and the course should be a period
when students begin to learn the science and
skills and to adopt the attitudes which will be
the foundation of the practice of medicine.”
(Merrison Committee report.) However, there
is @ shortage of post-gratuate training posts in
Hong Kong and we cannot afford to leave out
part of the essential clinical training after.
The undergraduate course sufficiently enable
a student to learn how to treat patients and
acquire the general experience of medical
practice,

Thirdly, although the cutticulum aims to
train doctors for general practice, the training
must also aim to give the graduate an inten-
sive and solid medical background which
would allow them to take up specialty train-

ing.

2. Lectures

The majority of students (over 90%) think
that some formal lectures (including both pre-
clinical and clinical) are useless. Formal lec-
tures should not be a repition of textbooks,
nor giving exhaustive factual descriotion but
should rather a guide to further reading and
an explanation of controversial points in basic
principles. A lot of students (65%) think that
the number of lectures should be cut down to
a minimum and should only with selected
topics of importance only. Lectures should be
supplemented with rotatory tutorial system.
Some regular seminars with integrated ap-
proach from various preclinical and clincial
departments are welcome by most students.
(90%). However, it is by no means suggested
that all formal lectures should be cancelled.

3. Lecturers

Language proficiency should be emphasis-
ed in the emoloyment of all lecturers. When
preclinical lecturers are under consideration
. for employment, priority should be given to
those with clinical training. Demonstrators on
preclinical departments should be of better
qualification. Most students agree that at all
times the staff to student raio should be main-
tained, especially when lecturers are sent
abroad for training.

4. Summer holidays

About half of the students prefer the pre-
sent schedule of academic terms though a
significant number (40%) would rather shorten
the vacation so that the lectures are less
crowded together. A few students think that
the summer holidays at the end of the 2nd
year should be abolished so that there will be
more time for paraclinical subjects.

If the summer holidays in the second
year should be shortened to 2 months, the
paraclinical lectures and practicals schedule
will not be so congested then.

Over half of the first and second year stu-
dents (52%) favour the use of the summer
vacation for projects on clinical or social as-
pects of medicine. The performance in such
projects should be included in the assessment
of the student.

5. Assessment

Most students feel that the 1st M.B.B.S.
examination is a great burden. About 70% of
the preclinical students who returned the
questionnaire favoured continuous assess-
ment. However, this still raises many tech-
nical problems. It is hoped that the faculty
would further investigate its possibility. In the
mean time, the following changes will be wel-
come by the students:

(1) Mere multiple-choice type of ques-
tions and short questions in MBBS
exam.

(2) Both term tests and comprehensive
tests should be counted in the region
of 20-30% of the MBBS examination
result.

6. The interdepartmental relationshin among
the pre-clinical departments themselves
and among the pre-dinical departments
and clinical departments is very unsatis-
factory.

As the pre-clinical sourse is to give a
thorough understanding of human biology in
both structure and function to the students,
the teaching in anatomy, physiology and bio-
chemistry should be of a more integrated ap-
proach.

The extreme view that all preclinical
courses should be integrated horizontally with
respect to each organ-system and administer-
ed under a topics-committee, however, is en-
tertained with suspicion. However, temporal
coordination between the departments seems
to be a logical trend to follow in the years to
come. This has already been done in neuro-
physiology and neuroanatomy, but the spread
of this pattern to other topics is being await-
ed.

The vertical integration between pre-
clinical and para- and clinical departments
has not been too prominent in the past. Initial
steps are being made in this direction, as
preclinical students are pressing for illustrative
clinical case-studies in the preclinical courses
to substantiate their academic interests — in
the form of seminars or meetings. This, should
surely be encouraged.

Lecturers in the same topic under differ-
ent preclinical departments should actively
interchange their lecture materials well in ad-

vance of their lectures. It does not imply that
they should consult each oher on every single
fact to be presented in their lectures, but at
least a more unified and consistent approach
in the overlapping areas should be aimed at.
The same suggestion should also.apply to
those in paraclinical and clinical departments,

Team approach in modern medicine is of
increasing importance. We think that attempts
should be made to coordinate some parts of
the clinical lectures together, e.g. a series of
coordinated gastroenterology lectures from
the departments of medicine and surgery (as
a combined Gl team has already been prac.
tising in the management of patients.)

IV. PRE-CLINICAL COURSES

I. General

The pre-clinical course is to enable stu
dents io acquire some basic orinciple anc
concepts of fundamental science of medicine
and to adopt a scientific attitude taking
medicine as a living science.

The pre-clinical course should cover :
wide scope of subjects, but not to over-burder
the students with too much details.

Duration

The duration of the pre-clinical curriculun
is rather controversial. 40% of the student:
think that it should remain as 5 terms while
35% think that 3 terms (i.e. | year) is suffici
ent and about 25% think that 4 terms is @
suitable duration. That is, the majority of stu
dents (60%) are inclined to have a shortenec
preclinical course.

The commission consider that Five Term:
is an opotimum period with the present pre
clinical curriculum. We feel that a sufficien
period of pre-clinical course must be allocat
ed for the rapidly expanding basic medica
science.

2. Sociology, statistics and community medicine

It is suggested that the sociology course
should be more related to social problems anc
medical situation in Hong Kong. Student:
would like to have visits to voluntary organiza
tions and inslitutions, discussions in smal
groups and, films.

The teaching of statistics should include
surveys and community projects.

Quite a significant portion of students
(50%) feel that teaching of community medi-
cine should be started in the pre-clinical years
and be integrated with the teaching of socio-
logy and statistics. The summer holidays in the
pre-clinical year will be the best time for some
community medicine projects.

3. Physiclogy and biochemistry

It is brought forward by some students
that pre-clinical physiology should be directed
towards the understanding of how the body
works as a whole and also physiological func-
tion in relation to anatomy and biochemistry.

Pratical classes in both physiology and
biochemistry are important as a training for
scientific approach and attitude. Instead of
repeating a lot of complicated classical phy-
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siology experiments all the time, simple ori-
ginal observation on physiological pheno-
menon should be encouraged.

. ‘78% of the returned questionaires on pre-
«clinical curriculum express dissatisfaction in

§ the biochemistry practical class, because the

experiments are too stereotyped, and do not
contribute much to the understanding of lecture
'material. Students seem to find simplified bio-
chemical tests related to clinical practice more
useful.

4. Anatomy

Gross anatomy

Some students think that it is necessary to
have selective lectures on difficult topics eg.
perineum. After dissection of a region one or
wo lectures by the clinician emphasising on
the clinical aspect of anatomy will be very
useful to students.

More demonstrations and films together
with the use of models in the teaching are
needed. This is of particular importance in
the small and delicate structures like “head
and neck” and “perineum or pelvis”. If pos-
sible, arrangements of seeing living human
structure in the surgical theatres in small
group might be helpful in the understanding
anatomical facts.

Microanatomy

Systematic presentation of the relation-
ship between structure and particularly the
electron microscopy function should be more
emphasized in teaching. Demonstration of
sissues slides by projection microscope. (as it
is done in pathology) before practical classes
will be very helpful.

Neurology
The integation between neuroanatomy
and neurophysiology is still unsatisfactory.

Again, the relationship between structure and
function is not well emphasized especially in
neuroanatomy. The lack of a good foundation
in preclinical years, and the shortage of

. teaching staff in neurology in the clinical de-

partment accounts for the fact that most final
year students think that neurology is their
weakest part in medicine. We do think that
in order to solve this problem, a new depart-
ment of neurology should be set up, correlat-
ing all clinical, paraclinical and clinical sub-
jects.

Radiology and Embryology

The afternooen schedule for radiology is
rather unsatisfactory because most students
feel sleep during that time of the day. It is
hoped that demonstration time of the x-rays
would be prolonged and the radiographs made
more readily available for revision at other
time. Models and films should be used during
embryology lectures to facilitate understanding
the four-dimensional nature of the subiject.

Miscellaneous: 62% of the 2nd year stu-
dents like to have regular physical exercise
lesson. It is felt that the English standard of
medical students could be raised by conduct-
ing a special English ¢ourse to students on a
voluntary basis.

V. PARACLINICAL COURSES

1.* General

The majority of students (over 90%) think
that the duration of the present paraclinical
courses (i.e. pharmacology, pathology and
microbiology) should remain to be three
terms. Over half of the students welcome the
idea of having two weeks of free time im-
mediately before that examination. Our sug-
gestion is that

(1) The summer holiday after the 2nd
year should be shortened to two
months, so that more time can be al-
located to the paraclinical subjects.

(2) The 2nd MBBS examination should
be held after both the junior clerk-
ships (i.e. both medical and surgical),
each of which should last for only
nine weeks instead of twelve. It is in-
tended here to overlap the junior
clerkship with the paraclinical sup-
jects in order to enable the students
to acquire a better correlation be-
tween the paraclinical and clinical
subjects. The supplementary examina-
tion can be held in September as at
present.

(3) Two weeks of free time should im-
mediately precede the 2nd MBBS ex-
amination.

2. Microbiclogy and Pathology

In general, the paraclincal courses are
well received by the students. However, there
is still room for improvement in the sense
that a few more lectures can be arranged to
bridge the gap between the para- and clinical
courses. Thus, an introductory approach to
clinical symptoms and signs specific to a par-
ticular organ-system can be initiated after a
series of pathology lectures on that system.

Many students find that the early half of
the microbiology course has not been as ef-
ficient as it is intended to be. The main rea-
son is probably that although all relevant ma-
terial that students are expected to know have
been covered, their clinical importance have
not been sufficiently emphasised and are of-
ten overshadowed by too much details. One
suggestion is that a lecture may be divided in-
to two halves, the first limiting itself to dis-
cussion concerning the core features, and the
second serves to expand the topic in views of
medical interest and/or recent development.

3. Pharmacology

Pharmacology may also incoroorate addi-
tional lectures introducing the application, of
pharmacological principles, in a disease-ori-
ented manner, after a series of lectures on a
particular group of drugs. It is anticipated
that such additional lectures would not signi-
ficantly increase the work-load of the students
and would stimulate more academic interest
in them.

VI. CLINICAL

1. Community Medicine and Familv Practice

As mentioned previously, over half of the
students favour to start community medicine
in the preclinical years, and have some field

work (e.g. visits, etc.) done in the summer
holiday.

Since the preventive and social aspects
of medicine is very important in the training
of future doctors, we think that community
medicine is not sufficiently emphasized at pre-
sent. The introduction of some medical-social
case work (as it is now experimented with
joint effort of Paediatrics and Community
Medicine departments) and a clerkship is of
value.

Experience in family practice is of equal
importance as the hospital-oriented training.
As most of our students after graduation will
sooner or later become a general practitioner,
some exprrience in family practice is desirable
in our curriculum.

Qur suggestion is that a combined-clerk-
ship in both community medicine and family
practice should be set up, the duration of
which should total to 10 weeks, and rotation
should be concurrent with the senior clerk-
ships of medicine and surgery each of which
also lasts for 10 weeks.

The students under the combined clerk-
ship will be divided into two halves. One half
will be attached to general practitioner for 5
weeks, while the other half (about 25 students)
will be doing some assigned medico-social
case works and before the completion of the
clinical appointments each student will have
to submit 5 medical-social case reports. No
student will be permitted to take the 2nd
MBBS Examination Part Il in Community
Medicine without satisefactorily completing
these clinical apoointments.

2. Medical Jurisprudence

The present course includes both forensic
medicine toxicology, and some medical ethics.
Many students would like to have more teach-
ing in medical ethics.

2nd MBBS (Part I1) Examination

This is held at the end of 1st term in the
4th year. -

3. Sexology

Results from the 2nd questionnaire show
that 96% of the students agree to have a new
course on human sexology. About half of the
students favour the teaching to be held dur-
ing the 3rd or 4th year before specialty clerk-
ship. Most medical schools in other parts of
the world have initiated similar courses in
their medical curriculum and most important
of all, such knowledge is indispensable in giv-
ing advice to patients with sex problems.

4. Psychology and Psychiatry

Most students prefer to have films and
visits arranged as part of the course to help
them to understand psychology. Half of them
feel that the curriculum does not fulfil their
expectation in this respect.

Some final vear students think that psy-
chiatry should be included in the medical
senior clerkship as psychiarty is of growing
importance in modern medicine. Our sugges-
tion is that:

(1) The course in psychology should be
coordinated with that in psychiatry.
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(2) The course in psychology should be
started after the lst MBBS examina-
tion and continued till the 2nd MBBS
examination (part 1)

(3) The course in psychology should be
continued by the course in psychia-
try which should start after the 2nd

MBBS (part 1) examination.
(4)

Practical training in the course of
Psychiatry should be started in the

senior medical clerkship.

(5) The rest of the training in psychiatry
will be distributed in the medical and
obstetrics-gynaecology spedialty clerk-

ships.
5. Clinical Clerk Appointments

The majority of students (60%) think that
some of the surgical specialties, e.g. venereal
diseases, ear-nose-throat, and that of medical
specia ties, e.g. dermatology, should be con-
ducted earlier i.e. during the senior clerkship.

Most students (80%) want to have more
clinical responsibility in their senior and
specialty clerkships. Some final year students
want to study more emergency cases, and
would like to have a five-week course in the
casualty department. Another group of final
year students think that orthopaedics teach-
specialties, e.g. dermatology, should be con-
ing, especially bedside teaching is insufficient.
Still another group of final year students think
that medical, surgical and paediatrics clerk-
ships should be prolonged, while that in
gynaecology can be reduced. About 45% of
students have no comment on whether the ob-
stetrics clerkship should be shortened or not.

6. Elective Period

A significant portion of students (50%)
would like to go abroad for a clerkship during
an appropriate elective period. Nearly all of
them prefer to have the elective period be-
tween the senior and specialty clerkships.
The two main reasons that some (30%) who
are unwilling to go abroad during the elective
period are (i) too heavy workload here and
(ii) financial difficulties.

Our suggestion is that:

(1) The junior clerkships in medicine
and surgery should be shortened to
nine weeks. This should be followed
by two weeks of free time and the
2nd MBBS (part I) examination,

L]
- L
- Editorial Board .
" -
®  Hon. Advisor : Prof. M. J. Colbourne .
= Editorin-Chief Lau Pui Yau IR .
-
= General Editors : Lam Yung Chee WA E
® Managing Editor  Kwan Yuk Lin PEE 3
& Section Editors : Mak Chun Kee FHRE .
L
. Yu Tak Sun ENiE E
s Ho Wing Yee fAEE 1
- Hung Leung- Kim R
E Artist : Lai Cheuck Seen  Zesisk E
= Past Board =
% Representative : Cheung Suk Yee iR o
» News Editor : Loo Wan Tin EMxE .
L L}
2 Circulating Editer: Lam Jo Hing e s
:.'..........h;i'.lI.I...'-I.-I.--I-.II:

CADUCEUS
(2) The senior clerkship in medicine and
surgery should each last for 10

weeks and should be rotated with an
additional combined clerkship in
community medicine and family prac-
tice, which should also last for 10
weeks.

(3) The senior clerkshin should be fol-
lowed by an elective period of 3

month.

(4) To encourage more students to make
full use of their elective clerkship, a
travel loan fund should be set up

specially for academic purposes.

The period for specialty clerkships
should still last for one year. It is to
be divided equally among: 1. A com-
bined Obstetrics and Gynaecology
clerkship, as suggested by many final
year students. 2. Paediatrics clerk-
ship. 3. Surgery. 4. Medicine. Each of
these should last for thirteen weeks.

(5)

HOUSEMANSHIP

The duration and rotational system of
housemanship appears controversial.

YiL

The alternatives

(i) two appointments each of
6 months' duration ... favoured by 22%

(ii) three appointments each of

VIll. APPENDIX
Possible Schedule of
1st year
(Sept = July) -T' Soci
Anatomy Hkay
. Physiology
m—smﬂ%ﬂo——-—”da Biochemistry
2nd year P.E.
lst & 2nd term nglish Comm
(Sept - Feb) Medi

end of 2nd term 1st M.B.,B.S. EXAM

3rd term
(April = Aug)

Patholoty
Microbiology Co

Summer Holiday

6 months’ duration ... favoured by 18%

four appointments each of
6 months' duration ... favoured by 18%

(iii)

three appointments each of _
4 months' duration ... favoured by 22%

(iv)

four appointments each of
3 months’' duration ... favoured by 20%

(v)

The duration of housemanship has an in-
versed relation to the amount of clinical train-
ing during the undergraduate course. A suf-
ficiently long period of housemanship would
mean that the undergraduate clinical years
may be cut short and more time may be al-
located to the study of the basic sciences.

Recently there are growing complaints
that many students after graduation could not
obtain their most favoured housemanship ap-
pointment. An increase in the number of rota-
tions will be welcome by the students.

From the above data, it is seen that:

(1) 78% of the students are in favour of
more than 2 appointments.

64% of the students are in favour of
housemanship not more than one
year.

2)

The final decision of the period and rota-
tion of housemanship should be considered
carefully based on the above two facts and the
possible factors involved.
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(2) The course in psychology st
started after the 1st MBBS «
tion and continued till the 2n
examination (part )

(3) The course in psychology st
continued by the course in
try which should start after
MBBS (part 1) examination.
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5. Clinical Clerk Appointments

The majority of students (60%) ti
some of the surgical specialties, e.g.
diseases, ear-nose-throat, and that of
specia ties, e.g. dermatology, should
ducted earlier i.e. during the senior ¢
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Most students (80%) want to he
clinical = responsibility in their sen
specialty clerkships. Some final year
want to study more emergency ca: ’ -
would like to have a five-week cours
casualty department. Another group ; Sl g
year students think that orthopaedic (
specialties, e.g. dermatology, should ( m
ing, especially bedside teaching is ins = i 3 o § 1} ‘(

Still another group of final year stude ans A ‘
that medical, surgical and paediatric
ships should be prolonged, while
gynaecology can be reduced. About
students have no comment on whethe G
stetrics clerkship should be shortene:
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6. Elective Period
bl

A significant portion of studeni
would like to go abroad for a clerksh
an appropriate elective period. Nea
them prefer to have the elective p¢
tween the senior and specialty ¢
The two main reasons that some (3
are unwilling to go abroad during the
period are (i) too heavy workload | |
(ii) financial difficulties. |
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Our suggestion is that:

(1) The junior clerkships in
and surgery should be ShOlusssiss s yoas

nine weeks. This should be followed Pharnacology Medicine. .. [SYGOL08Y g[ I s b fns ‘
by two weeks of free time and the 1st term Introductory c

2nd MBBS (part 1) examination. (Sept - Dec) (Med, & Surg.)
2nd term Junior clerkship§
(Jan - March) (Med. & Surg.) .

NN ER RN RN NN NS NN RN RGO NNEEEAEEENERN v (9 weeks each)

3rd tern Mey - 2nd M.B.,B.S. EXAMINATION (Part 1)
Editorial Board g '

(April - Aug)

Hon, Advisor = Prof. M. J. Colbourne
Editor-in-Chief  : Lau Pui Yau B|IE R
General Editors : Lam Yung Chee ¥
Managing Editor  Kwan Yuk Lin B E
Section Editors : Mak Chun Kee BRI
Yu Tak Sun wWH
Ho Wing Yee {a) AR
Hung Leung Kim HEEH

Artist : Lai Cheuck Seen  &Hisk
Past Board
Representative  : Cheung Suk Yee SR

News Editor : Loo Wan Tin MEAAR
Circulating Editer : Lam Jo Hing e

abiat Combined clerkship
4th year 2€X0208Y on Community Med. & ‘-,‘
Medical Community Psychiatry Family practice
st term Jurisprudence yo,;cine Senior Clerkshipg
(Sept - Dec) (Med. & Surg.)
end of lst term Dec - 2nd M,B.,B.5. EXANINATION (Part IXde

T Maron) ~ Hiective Period

ird term )
(April - Aug .
¢ pecialty
Pinal year Psychiatry C1éPkanipy
(sept - April)
April PAEDIATRICS EXAMINATION (FINAL M.B.,B.S. EXAM )}
! FINAL M.B.,B.S. EXAMINATION

May
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