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Yermovtel

- is clobetasol propionate
the new topical steroid |
from Glaxo |

leaders in topical steroid research

Four good reasons why you should try Dermovate

* Fast and effective

the preparation most likely to achieve rapid resolution of psoriasis
and the stubborn eczemas

* The logical alternative &

the dependable choice when other steroids have failed to produce
a satisfactory response

*  Simplified prescribing a
available as a versatile, cosmetically acceptable cream for the moist {
and most of the dry dermatoses
(also as ointment for scaly, lichenified or fissured lesions)

* Minimal sensitisation risk i

neither preparation contains lanolin or parabens

Dermevaie 1.
(clobetasol propionate 0 05% w/w)

is available as cream or ointment in tubes of 25 grams
Further information is available on request from
Glaxo Hong Kong Limited
9th Fioor, Block B,
Watson's Estate,
North Point, .

Iax Hong Kong.
Telephone: 5719261
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MEDIC CONCERT

The HKU Medical Society
will present a concert on Mon-
day, October 6, 1975 at the
Loke Yew Hall from 7.30 p.m.
to 10 p.m. There will be Chinese
and European operetta, choral,

orchestral, and folk music, as
well as other solo and entemble

performances, featuring students
and staff of the Faculty of
Medicine and other guest per-
formers, You are all cordially
invited to attend this concert
which will be free of charge.
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I would like to thank Wirs. §. Lowcock Jor her
intorest and supporbive comments to my letter in the Fune
issue of Qaduceus on the discrimination that women Jace
in the Jield of medicine, and to clarify one aspect of my

previous /eHer.

S stabed in my Jull paper, and indeed have publi.
shed olsswhers, that the Universit; o] Hong Kong per so
dees not discriminate against women insofar as admission to
the University is concerned. ‘©he application rate is appro-
ximately the admission rate, and this is brue Jor both the
Universiby general (30% fomale) and the Wedical Facully
specifically (11.6% Jemals).

Ohe discrimination that women Jace in medicine is
dus o [ar more  subtle processes  at work zrom v/u'/u//mucj,
causing women to bs diverbed into sub.universit; education.
In the medical Jield this is well illustrated by the compa-
rison of the traditional Jemale role of nurse, and the equally
traditional male role o! doctor. E/w reasons ﬁur this are
IR inkpistel  sblihidss, camors adsiss; xpechabion of
marriage, preforence Jor education Jor the brother, especially
in Jamilies with economic difficulties, ete.-each Jacet worthy

o,e a paper in iﬁsell/
(l/ours sinrere[x/,

@r. y% .L)ongsfa#, M B.Ch.B.
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A member of the staff gives a considerable

account of the medical service in China

Would you tell us how the doctors are trained nowadays?

They adopt a three year system for training medical doctors.

in Hong Kong?

Students after their secondary education are sent to factories of
communes and work there for about three years. The hard-work-
ing, and enthusiastic ones are then elected by the farmers or work-
ers to receive medical training. Well, in the first year, the medic
students follow the staff straight away in the morning ward round.
In the afternoon, they have lectures on anatomy, physiology,
medicine and so on. There are no examinations. Students, when
confronted with problems, go directly to their teachers and discuss
with them. After graduation, they usually go back to the com-
munes from where they came. Oh yes, in the medical school,
about twenty percent may stay behind for continuing education
and research work.

How would you compare the medical students there with those

They are dressed different from the rest of the population. On
the whole, the students are more mature. They have worked for
at least three years before entering the university. They study
intensively and their curriculum consists of practical work and
theory.

Could you tell us something about the ‘bare-footed doctors'?
These so called ‘bare-footed doctors’ are not strictly speaking
medical doctors. They are usually farmers elected from the com-
munes and trained for three months. They are then given a kit
and take care of the people in the village should they get into
trouble. If the disease is serious, these bare-footed doctors ‘will
send the patients to nearby doctors. Therefore, they are some sort
of nursing-aid, and in fact, they plant rice as other people do.
All together, there are about 1.2 million bare footed doctors in
China, i.e. about 1 in 800 people. But mind you, this is still not
sufficient for such a big country like China.

Did you see any operations in China?

Yes. We have visited three hospitals in three cities — Canton. So
Chow, and Peking. In Canton, we saw an operation using acupunc-
ture anesthesia. In Peking, we also saw patients whose fingers
had been reattached in a twelve hour operation. All the instru-
ments are made in China; they are of good quality. The surgeons
are western trained type of doctor. In So Chow, we visited a
herbist hospital where there is the practice of integrated Chinese
and Western medicine.

Oh yes, by the way, what is your ooinion on the integration of
Chinese and Western medicine?

The integration of Chinese and Western medicine is being prac-
tised in China. It is really a solution to the need in China in view
of the large population requiring medical care. But ultimately
there will be only MEDICINE’, east or west. In fact, many herbs
e.g. ephedrin was introduced into western medicine from Chinese

traditional medicephedrin.

How would you compare the standard of medical service in China
with other parts of the world?

I'll make it clear that we cannot compare it in this way. We ¢an

only compare in terms of time. In 1947, there were 34,600 doctors
in a population of 500 millions. In 1957, it rise to 73,530 and in
1968 there were 120,000 doctors in a population of 700 millions.
Comparing 30 years ago from now, China has progressed tre-
mendously. Everyone now receives some form of medical care
and this is wonderful for such a big country. On the whole, they
achieve high standard in certain fields, like the reattachment of
limbs, and the treatment of extensive burns. They read modern
journals and know what we are doing. But in other fields, they
are no better than those in other parts of the world. There is
still much room for improvement.

Apart from the field of medicine, what is your impression on
China nowadays?

On the whole, for a country of such an enormous size, China has
made tremendous progress in twenty-five years. But there are
still lots to be done. | remember thirty years ago when | was
in China, the people were pale, yellow and had ascities. Nowadays
the peasants are pink, healthy and live in humble but clean huts
with electricity and water supply. In the past, the poor people
just lived in virtually animal houses. But in order to maintain
and improve the conditions the people in China have to work very
hard, and therefore a strict discipline is essential. In order to
modernise the country, the leaders of China have chosen the only
and the right path possible.

‘Becotide inhaler

(Beclomethasone Dipropionate BP)

for Asthma

Steroid control without steroid side effects

Becotide Inhaler ensures for your asthmatic patients

[0 Effective treatment — equal to that of oral prednisolone"2

0 Freedom from steroid side effects including adrenal suppression3-4-5

Becotide Inhaler contains beclomethasone dipropionate BP, a

steroid which differs from those previously administered to
asthmatics by aerosol in that it is highly active within the lungs in
doses which are not systemically active. Used as an aerosol it
provides remarkable control of asthma without causing significant
systemic effects. This result is attributable to the intrinsic properties
of the compound and to its localisation at the intended site of action.
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3.  Brit. med. J., 1972, 1, 585,
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