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THE BEAUTY OF SCHOLASTIC EXPERIENCE

To do a well-paid extraordinary job is by no
means enviable, but to do any unpaid job extra-
ordinary well is unsurpassable. Nobody is a perfect
expert, who knows more and more about the less and
less, usually away from home giving advice with only
a set of slides. If you cannot see the wood because
of the trees, a liberal education would be a straw to
show which way the wind blows. President Kennedy
retold in his autobiography that with a Harvard
Education and a Yale degree, he has the best of both
worlds! Winston Church also remarked, “No one has
ever passed so few exams and received so many
degrees!”

Education, being only a means to an end, is not
for today. It is of the past and for the future. It
targets on a philosophical attainment of moral-
intellectual virtue to conquer the inner soul of man,
as a means of social communication. Remember, the
greatest mind do not necessarily ripen the quickest.
Ample examples can be cited. — Winston Churchill
and Albert Einstein, Bach and Mozart, Charles Dickens
and Mark Twain, Waldo Emerson and John Dewey.
Education without our Lord is just like a boat without
the oars. And sculpture is to marble what education
is to he soul. The primary purpose of Education is
not to teach you to earn your bread, but to make every
mouthful sweeter, or rather how to live while we are

earning a living. Too many of us have the cart before
the horse. An educated man is one who has finally
discovered that there are some questions to which
nobody has the answers. “What three words are
frequently used by most college students?” asked one
professor. “l don't know,” came the answer.
“Correct ” remarked the professor. Nothing is easier
in America than to attend college and nothing harder
then to get educated. With half an hour’s reading in
bed every night as a steady practice, the busiest man
can get a fairly good education before the plasma sets
in the periganglionic spaces of his gray cortex for
engram reformation. It is a form of repose. | rest
most when my mind is busiest. It is deadly impossible
for one to learn what he already thinks he knows.
We must unlearn something before we can become
truly learned. To be proud of learning is a mark of
great ignorance. Better be ignorant of a matter than
half know it. If you get out of school today and
stop learning tomorrow, you are uneducated the next
day. Seeing much, suffering much and studying much
are the “try” angle of learning. Remember, knowledge
is impersonal, error is personal and human! So,
always learn the blessedness of the unoffended in the
face of the unexplainable. The end of learning is to
know God, and out of that knowledge to love Him
and imitate him. The five most important questions
a Kindergarten child asks frequently are: 1/Why

Ceporan

when mixed infection
demands urgent action

Ceporan is the antibiotic with a different kind of
broad spectrum-one which is bactericidal at
concentrations that are easily reached in the
patient’s blood and tissue. This is why Ceporan is

such a good ‘safety-first’ antibiotic in acute mixed
or undiagnosed infections, especially in respiratory
and genito-urinary cases. Injection with Ceporan is

virtually painless and trouble-free, an important
factor, particularly in paediatric work.

Ceporan was the first broad-spectrum antibiotic to be
developed by Glaxo, following a twenty-year history
of successful development work in the large-scale
production of penicillin, streptomycin and griseofulvin.

Today Glaxo is a world leader in antibiotics.

Glaxo

Glaxo Hong Kong Limited
Sth Floor, Block B, Watson's Estate, Hong Kong.

Bacterial sensitivities to Cephaloridine

Highly Moderately
Y Sensitve Sensitive | Resistant
Gram-positive 1 ug/mi 8-25 ug/mi| >25 ug/ml
Bacilus anthracis
Clostndium septicum
tetan

Diplococcus preumoniae
Staphylococcus aureus

aureus Occasional
pencilin-resistant
Streptococcus faecaks
pyogenes
windan

Gram-negative

ordetela pertussr
Brucel spp
Haemophius miienzse
Jobsiella pneumonae
(Aerobacter aer
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Pasteurella spp.
Proteus mirabilis

enteriditis
Saimonella T AE B

typhi
dysentenise

Shigella  flexneri
sonnei

Vibrio cholerse
Spirochaetes
Treponema palkdum

by: Phillip C. F. Chan (Anatomy)

An investment in
knowledge pays the best interest. To know that we
know what we know and that we do not know what
we do not know is true knowledge. Always empty
your purse into your head. Beware, the philosophy
of this century is just the common sence of the next.
You reach into the heaven to grasp an idea down to
earth and make it work. The present age to many
is mere idealism, while to others the forces of youth.
Life with Christ is an endless hope; without Him it is
a hopeless end, because life is merely a little gleam
of time between two e;ernities! So my friends, don't
put off till tomorrow what can be enjoyed today.
Whatever you say, be brief because brevity, being
Shakespeare's “soul of the wit,” is not a virtue, it is
a result. When your mind goes blank, turn off the
sound. Measure your mind’'s height by the shade it
casts! But don’t measure God's mind by your own.
We are now living in a new world of science, and
this 2-edged sword is in our hand — yours and mine.
When being asked on when will be the doomsday, I'm
afraid | have no idea. Long ago, | learned that if |
didn't know, it was a good policy to say | didn’t know,
and the greatest difficulty is when try to answer some-
thing you don't know. Well then, why don’t you get
somebody who does know, and you'll never get into
any trouble. When in doubt, ask God. After all, this
is a happy world — Earth laughs where flowering in
every spring. It is forever fresh and promise as to
Adam.” True life is built around 4 factors, viz: Love,
Integrity, Faith and Enthusiasm. Live your own life
and you will die your own death. According to the
Arabic aphorism, there are 4 types of men on earth.
He who knows not and knows not he knows not, he is
a fool — shun him; he who knows not and knows
he knows not, he is simple — teach him; he
who knows and knows not he knows, he s
asleep — wake him; he who knows he knows,
he is asleep — wake him; he who knows he knows,
he is wise — follow him! They can fool some of the
people all the time (and all the people some of the
time, but not all th people all the time), Be ready to
accept defeat at times because disappointment is the
nurse of wisdom. Logical retrospection makes the
answer easy and second thoughts are best. Flood
your instinct with skepticism because it is the seed
of science. Don't show your ego superiority, nor
exhibit an inferiority complex. To start each day is
to move into a troubled world, yet some-how there has
to be a way to begin afresh.

CORRECTIONS

In the last issue of Caduceus, the following
names were misprinted.

Dr. S.G. Tso should read as Dr. S.C. Tso
Dr. K.L. Ding should read as Dr. L.K. Ding

We apologize for any misinterpretation thus
caused.
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LIFE OF THE PRECLINICAL YEARS —
JOYFUL OR MERCIFUL!!

Now that the second vyear students have
compieted, haopefully, their prechinical course, and the
freshmen, having tasted seven months of university
lite, are no longer that fresh; it is the ideal time for
us to pause and cast a look behind. During the term
vacation, a forum was he'd in which about forty
preclinical students exchanged views on their ex-
periences in the University.

First of all, quite a few students expressed the
opinion that there was too much spoon-feeding in
lectures. They felt that lectures should serve to
stimulate the students to probe further into the topic
rather than to give as much information in as short
a time as possible. Of course, there were others who
held the opposite view that there wasn't enough time
for students to find out everything by themse!ves.

The tutorial system, which is in full swing this
year, is meant to provide the students with a chance to
bring up difficulties encountered in their course of
study. There was no denying that the success of any
tutorial depended very much on the tutor, but at the
same time, we must not forget our own role. How
often have we attended a ‘utorial, all the while praying
that we would not be the “"chosen ones”? For those
of us who were not born under the lucky stars and
did not happen to get the best of tutors, there is no
need for despair: our second year students proposed
the idea of study groups whereby a handful of students
can study and discuss problems together.

The examination system was natually a topic of
great concern to all of us, our lives being always
overcast by its shadow., Most of us feit that the
tension generated by this “one go' system was too
great, and that continuous assessment together with
an examination should be adopted. For the first year
students, who haven't as yet experienced the pressure
of the M.B. exams, there was also ample ground for
complaints. It was brought out that many of the
multiple choice questions met in the tests were am-
biguous. Moreover, we could not learn from our
mistakes, since we were not given any opportunity to
see the questions again, except perhaps in another
test. The much-asked controversial question was
again raised: what are the use of such tesis?

The latter half of the forum was focussed on the
non-academic aspects of life in the preclinical years.
Although the programme of study is very tight, we
should still be able to adjust our schedule so that a

baiance can be kept between studies and extra-
curricular interests. Paricipating in projects such as
exhibitions, social service gives us opportunities to
associate with people from the various strata ot
society. It helps to prepare us to be real dociors of
the community. which invoives not only technical skill,
but also diverse human relationships.

There was the complaint that our study course is
non-clinical rather then pre-clinical. It was then
pointed out that the key factor was in the students
themselves, many of whom held non-ctinical attitudes.
This may be attributed in part to the making of this
once-in-a-hfe-time decision of choosing the medical
career at too early an age. Everyone had his own

illusions of university life and the medical professmn'
before entering this ivory tower. The nan;e o
“university  student”, “doctor-to-be”, sounde SO
glamourous and promising. However, many wlfk_;e
disappointed when they reaily became one. ife
seemed not much different from, and in some aspects,
even worse than, life in secondary school. Nonethe-
less, we did enjoy a greater degree of independence
which we should exercise with discretion.

The above account of the forum is by no means
complete, and opinions from the readers are
welsomed. whether they are on the theme or content
of the discussion or on the way it is held.

By M I

SOME FEELINGS ......

“l would try my best to serve the society. |
would treat the patients as parents treat their children.
| would give free medical treatments to the poor. I
would ..... it only | were admitted to the Faculty of
Medicine."

Thank God, 1973 saw another one hundred and
fitty lucky fetlows gazette to the Medic Centre after
traversing a turning point of their lives. From then
on, they would know what is ahead of them. They
are freed of the mental burden which once suppressed
them so severely before entering the University. They
think that they can keep abreast with their curriculum
without much effort until they graduate, and their gold
protfession thenceforward secured

Amongst these lucky fellows, one may find out
several different trends followed by them during the
long medical curriculum. Perhaps they are very much
examination-oriented when compared with students of
other faculties. Passing examinations is of course
their primary aim. However, they have different
altitudes towards examination. Some know that gain-
ing distinctions is not so easy and they only work
steadily in order to get passes. Some can adjust
their time in studying so that they can pass safely
above the border line. Some imprudent fellows even
dare to ignore the examnations — they put their bet
in the supplementaries.

By T. H. C.

After graduation, they would lead carefree and
enjoyable lives. Their enthusiasm in serving the others
declines. Before they enter the university, they might
have much complaint with regards the attitudes of the
medical sphere towards the patients; they might wish to
do something good for the people one day when they
become practitioners themselves. These grand desires,
however, are corroded by the flux of time.

We cannot, nevertheless, afford to overlook this.
Nor can we afford to overlook the importance of
doctors’ role in the society. It is true that there are
devoted doctors, yet these are far too few and pre-
clous to be general. It must be stressed that the way
doctors deal with their patients also counts in relieving
the pains of the latter: a patient will recover faster
if he is treated by a kind and sympathetic doctor than
by one who treats him as nothing but a mere biological
specimen.

It is perhaps not essential that doctors squeeze as
much money as they can when they are in such
situation that money already ‘rushes’ to them from
all directions. Certainly, money gives them materialistic
fulfilment and social prestige. However, some of the
profit may be, as it often is, taken from peopte who
are in desperate need. Why can doctors not be
generous enough as to sacrifice a little of their profit
for such people?

Cont'd from page 1

some men and women undergraduates never
receive the help they need and leave the Univer-
sity with unsolved emotional problems which
could have been resolved and which are apt to be
a source of unhappiness to themselves and their
families and of friction in their professional and
social contacts.”

It must be remembered that medical students
come into much more frequent and responsible
contact with personality malfunction than other
student groups both in their course of instruction
and in their daily work with patients. This is
more so when they deal with psychiatric patients.

During only past four months since the year
four medical students at U.M. started their
clerkship in psychological medicine in the teach-
ing hospital the author has been approached too
often with “have-you-a-minute-to-spare,  Sir,”
requests which often extends to half an hour or
more. It is too premature to produce figures at
this stage but the author is convinced that there
are major mental health problems which are
signals that the students are experiencing general
emotional turmoil and are crying for help.

One of the main recommendations of the new
report on student health from the Royal College
of Physicians of London is that “Special provisions

must be made for mental health problems, which
should include psycho-therapists in Student
Health  Service.” Student Health physicians
should not only be able to diagnose these con-
ditions early, but they should also be able to
treat many of them, and they should have prompt
and easy access to skilled psychiatric help.

The report refers to the other “traditional and
valuable source of life...... chaplains, tutors,
hostel wardens, lodgings officers...... A close
liaison between them and the medical service is
essential, and the training of such colleagues in
the recognition of psychological disturbances and
their proper management either by themselves or
by referral is an important aspect of the mental
health work.”

In conclusion, this paper is an attempt to
illustrate and emphasize the fact that they psy-
chological study of the medical student and
establishing an effective student counseling ser-
vice are both feasible and important. It is time
we better our understanding in this respect, and
intelligently and efficiently help them. It remains
for us to take the step and face the reality.

The Editorial Board wishes to thank Mr. So
Ping Chan for excerpting this article from
Medicasia Vol. 1 1968/69.

The Editorial Board has planned
to organize a fund-raising film show
in view of its financial difficulties.

Date : May 5, 1974.
Time : 10 a.m.

Place : Lee Theatre

Film : Winter Comes Early

Please support us by coming to
the show and/or donating to us.
SAVE YOUR PAPER. BUY YOUR
TICKET NOW!

THE HONG KONG MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Doctors and Medical Students in Clinical Years
are invited to join the Hong Kong Medical Association,
the Association that represents the majority of the

registered medical practitioners in Hong Kong.

The financial year starts in April. Now is the best
time to join.

Doctors can obtain membership application form
by ringing Miss Y. M. Chow, Administrative Secretary,
at H-231898.

Students should apply through the HKU Medical
Society. Get in touch with your Hon. Secretary.
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