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EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is
excerpted from Caduceus Vol. 1 No.
12. There is a hot debate among the
Students on matters related to
Medic Nite. This essay is chosen
because it revealed the psychology
of Medical Students at that period
and we can compare it with our
present situation, Are we, medical
students, still so unsatisfied and
need an outlet this way? Or we have
more important matters to deal with?

tesesse .
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Medical students are in a very strange
situation. They possess a strange knowledge
-— in the sense that they understand the
structure and functioning of their own bodies
— a knowledge that no other students possess
to a similar extent. They possess a high rank
in our society, and they are conscious, and even
anxious, of their superiority. Yet, under the high
pressure of their studies, they have no time to
reveal themselves fully in social relations.

Aggressiveness And Frustration

Cveryone knows that the Faculty of Medicine is the
most difficult to enter among other faculties in our
University. Students who are able to enter it must have
extra high results in their Matriculation examination. They
therefore must be intelligent and, more important, be pos-
sessing a strong libido. This means that they are more
aggressive than average.

When an aggressive person faces a passwve person,
their characters are complementary, and mutual compen-
sation occurs. They can thus go on happily with each
other. However, when aggressive persons face aggressive
persons, they cannot get on so well. Someone will be
less aggressive and be blown down by the more aggressive.
Thus, there is a much higher chance of frustration among
medical students, and frustration of an originaliy aggressive
character is so much stronger in effect than that of an
average person.

Superiority

Medic students feel that they are superior to other
students. Before they enter this facuity, they have been
praised by their teachers and fellow sixth-form students
as clever, hard-working, eager, etc. When thev know that
they are admitted into this facully (but before their first
year really begins), their sense of superiority further
mounts.

The situation is completely different when their
academic year really begins. They find themselves isolated
from the rest of the university students. Such isolation
lcaves them to face day after day students of own quality.
In other words, their superiority is always masked by
their being confined to a group of fellow Medics.

However, their sense of superiority still persists
Therefore they gradually accumulate the subconscious
drive to show it.

Academic Work

Actually, their frustration can be removed, and their
superiority satisfied, if they are given time — time to date
the girls  whom they like (but, afas, these girls are so
far away), time to read more on the subjects of literature,
Philosophy and Metaphysics, and thus improve their
“mental world”, and time to actualize themselves, to fulfill
their potentialities in other fields.

However, their heavy academic work leaves them with
no time to do these things. They possess the talents, the
superiority and the social privilege (or prestige”) that they
have no time to make use of. Instead, they see other
eople carrying the better girls away in their arms, enjoy-
ing heartily, and running most of the posts in the Union

and the various clubs. And, these people, they know are
less talented, have less social prestige and had been in-
ferior to them when they were school-mates in secondary
schools. So, the Medical students become more and more
4 P4 and the frustration goes on and on.

Repression And Social Rank

There is a lack in medic boys of self-imposed repres-
sion concerning sex. This is due to two reasons:

Firstly, the insignificance of girls in this faculty, com-
pared with, say, the Arts Facuity (In conjunctions, it should
be pointed out here that the medical students referred to
in this essay are actually boys). Naturally, when the boy
is together with the girl, he tends to behave himself in a
more respectable way. The external limitation so set will
gradually spread inwards to mould his mind. On the
hand, if there is 'no' girls, he will be so ‘free’ to speak
of anything he likes, without further consideration, and
without the fear of hurting the ladies. The effect of this
can easily be observed by comparing the conditions inside
a “mixed’" hostel and a men's hostel.

Secondly, the medical students among cther students,
solely possess the knowledge concerning their own bodies.
This has very important influences on their moral
concepts. They no longer keep to the moral standards
that they have had before. They are going farther and
farther away from vitalism. “Why so many damned reles,
standards, sacrednessess, etc. when Man is but a machine,
a system of reactions, and sensations are but to protect
the individual, to motivate and drive him so that he may
live, so that his species may continue to perpetuate!”

Thus, with the going on of time, the previous restric-
tions which he had in his secondary-schocl days gradually
fade away.

It would be expected, then, frem what has been said,
that medic boys would utter foul slangs and speak of sex
everywhere and at every moment of the day. However, it
is not so. This is because they are aware that they have
a high standing in — society. They have to show them-
selves serious, reliable and respectable in the public. This
interesting contridiction can be seen from the fact that
when two medic boys are talking to each other, they dare
speak of anything — really anything, including those never
heard from the mouths of other student, while it he is
speaking with another person (particularly a person who
is not a U-student), he would appear so polite, sincere
and respectable.

The criticai point concerning this iv that the restniction
is not a self-originated, self-generated and automatic one.
It is a super-imposed one, placed on them by the pressure
of masspsychology.

And what would the result be?

(A resentment against the restrictions, and a resentment
against their own pretensions. and their own selves.

by &S He

Summary Of The Psychic State

An aggressive but frustrated person, possessing a
subconscious tendency to show off superiority; who is free
from moral boundaries in his thinking, but has to pretend
repeatedly; who is unable to find a normal outlet, and who
has no higher level of persuit due to the lack of time to
fulfill the self.

(Please note that the above does not apply to EVERY
medical student. There are of course those who are ex-
traordinarily able. However, it probably does apply to the
greater number of medic boys.)

The Outcome

Due to frustration, they become unscrupulous; just do
not care what they are dcing; possess no desire for im-
provement; and allow themselves to be drifted on and on.

But, at the same time, they want to show superiority.
The effect due to frustration in this case leads them to
whom their superiority in a wrong way — by doing some-
thing that others dare not do, by doing something so uglish
— that they have the gut, and the privilege, to do such
things. Partly, this is also due to their subconscious desire
to revenge against the restrictions imposed on them.

These same things lead to the development of psy-
chological delinquents. Luckily, the possession of a social
rank and a promising future prevent the medic boys frem
doing so.

Then, there come the Medic Nite.

The Medic Nite

The Medic Nite was definitely not designed for such
purposes originally. However, the students naturally show
the outcome of their psychic state in the performances
they put up during the night. In other words, the perfor-
mance of the Medic Nite become one of their outlets
(another outlet of very similar nature is, perhaps, gambling,
sensations.). Their medical knowledge, in this case, only
makes them more likely, and allows them, in satisfying
their depressed mind, to choose the pathway of doing
in their Medic Nite.

Thus, the Medic Nite has become an occasion un-
constitutionally but traditionally recognized as the time
to put off alt reputations, restrictions and other considera-
tions in order to satisfy their desires — the desires of
such a highly abnormal psyche.

Conclusion

So, we have such an occasion, and such performances,
going on and on. We defend such performances in terms

of tradition, but have we ever thought of how such
tradition originates? And why do we defend them at ail
— because we subconsciously welcome such performances
ourselves!. ..

Printed by Shum Shing Printing Company, Hong Kong
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MISSAGE
TROM
PRITISH
MIEDICAL
ASSOCIATION
(H.K. BRANCH)

Medical Students can subscribe to the
BMJ, directly from London, at the current
rate of £3.00 a year. Please approach Mrs.
Lowcock of the Medical Faculty who will
ask the Dean to testify that they are bona
fide medical students and she will then send
a list of the names and addresses togeter
with the advanced pre-paid subscription to
the secretary of the BMA in Hong Kong.

rise to £6.50 from Ist
Students are well advised to

The cost will
January, 1975.
take the opportunity of the next 2 months
to subscribe at the present rate of £3.00 a
a year, as the new rate will then apply to
them one year from their joining date.

new broad-spectrum
cephalosporin

Ceporex

(cephalexin)

the better absorbed
oral antibiotic

gives better |
success rates |

Glaxo

Glaxo Laboratories Ltd.
Greenford Middlesex
U.K.

The EB of Caduceus wishes to thank Glaxo Hong Kong Limited for donating
the missed copies of Caduceus for binding.

KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK:

In Praise of Art

by @.
Da Vinci Beethoven @aruso
Beatles Bernstein Dicasso

Curious pecple
Devoted to Catching
some will-o'-in-wisp

some jigment of imagination

Watch and listen to them
in the midet o} the world's hurry
cdnd you might start— feeling
light-head
peacejul

beautiful

Take life in small doses
Sauour. omile, and phase
Lije to them is a process
of perfecting
of relishing

of being

Sach moment— is an end
not— part— o} a journey
not— part— of a means
Come, ye otudents,
(pracﬁcal in your> pursuit of some
future professsion,
Shuggle~ a little into thes lineness
o} li}(—n
Be it— the art— of conversing
of peréuasion
of making decisions

of refined perception_,

Fore art— s, after> all,
Che sublimation of man,,

Ao the oupreme being.
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Deadline for Essays

Please note that all essays for
publication in any coming issue are to
reach the Editorial Board by the end
of the month preceding that issue.

The views expressed by our contribu-
tors are not necessarily those of the
Editorial Board.

The EB wishes to thank
the special support of
Glaxo Hong Kong Ltd.

The EB wishes to thank the following
Ist yr. students for their participation:
Miss Ho Wing Yee, Miss Marie Tam, Mr.
Stephen Chow, Mr. Albert To.
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FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES IN THE
FACULTY LIBRARY COMMITTEE

In the September 1974 issue of Caduceus, the resulti i i

. - ) sulting data of questionnaire on
student opinion on the facilities provided by the Medical Ligbrary was c;l:rinte'c:t. Olne %f
the student representatives of the Medical Library had a warm discussion with Mrs. Chung,
ti?fcuhgsei?r?al Librarian, to see how much can be done. Here are the summary of the

(I) The opening hours of the Library
The library has a shorter opening hours during the summer vacation.
However, once the term starts, the period is much extended and the library is
even open on Sunday afternoons.
However, as the Fourth and Final Year students have no summer vacations,
an extension of the opening hours on Wednesday evenings could be considered.
(11) 24 hours opening study room
Since this idea was not supported by the majority of the students, the
matter will not be pursued further for the time being.
(111) Checking System
Even th_ough_a'bout 60% of the students think that the ‘checking system’ of
the library is efficient, quite a number of books and journals are missing each

year. We hope that the Medical Library will adopt the same system as in the
Main Library, where everyone’s belongings must be checked before one leaves
the Library.

(IV) Newspapers, gazi periodicals, refi books ets.

_ If any student wishes to recommend any new book for the library, he can
fill in a recommendation form provided by the library. It is even better if he
could get the support from other students and the recommendations of the
lecturers and/or the professors.

(N.B. The student representatives, with the help of Medical Society, are going
to ask book stores and publishers for some complimentary copies. Please hope
for our success).

(V) Newspapers
The daily newspapers will be displayed in the Medical
area according to the request of the majority of the students.
(V1) Half day loans

i kThc loan period will give every student the best chance to use the Reserve
books.

Library Browsing

(Vi) Journals

Students may not borrow journals according to Library Regulations.
(VIII) Air ventilation

Low and chilly temperature in the Medical Library could be adjusted by
the staff of the Medical Library upon request.

Mrs. Chung remarked that any problem or enquiry could be brought to her attention
or to that of the member of the staff at the Enquiry Desk in the Medical Library.

THE HONG KONG MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Regular Members of the Hong Kong
Medical Association are entitled to many
facilities. Some of these privileges cannot
be offered to student members. Nevertheless,
student members of the HKMA also enjoy
various privileges including the following:

2R,

. u
3 ' 21 (1) Association Premises with a Bar
07 K M. A At present, situated at Wyndham Mansion,
o 6th floor, Flat A, 32 Wyndham Street, H.K.
(Tel. No. H-231898) Members can book the Premises for meet-
ings, lectures or to entertain their guests and to hold dinner

parties.

(2) Bathing Sheds
Members are encouraged to make full use of the swimming
sheds at:
(1) South Bay, Hong Kong
(2) 11% miles, Castle Peak, N.T.
Bring your membership cards and call for the caretakers of
the sheds.

(3) Newsletter
Sent to all members monthly.

(4) Monthly Diary
Sent free to all doctors & student members in Hong Kong.

(5) HKMA Bulletin
Every member who has paid his dues for the current year will
receive a copy of the Bulletin which is published once or twice
a year free of charge.

(6) Scientific Programmes
Refresher Courses, Video-Tape Sessions, Lectures & Film
Nights are periodically arranged for members by the Scientific
Programme Convener. Members are informed of any coming
events through the circulars.

(7) Annual Social Function
In form of Dinner Dance, with valuable prizes.
around Christmas.

(8) Library
There was a collection of medical books donated by members,
periodicals and newspapers.

And for all these, the annual subscription for student mem-
bers is only $10. All medical students are eligible for membership.
Get your application form from the HKU Medical Society office
or from the HKMA Premises at Wyndham Mansion, 6/f,, Wyndham
Street, Hong Kong. Tel. 5-231898.

Held yearly
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Antibacterial Activity factor in the acceptabnlity

From the bacteriolpgical
point of view the demand is
for a surgical scrub which
combines maximuni antis

of any surgicalscrubs,
Senstivity reactions and
excessive detergzency
canlead to the abandon-

bacterialactivity with pronounceil ment of cerfain scrub xegimes,
residual effect.. ‘Hhibiserub’ is pleasant {o use—

‘Hibiscrub” fulfils theserequirements, nurses tsing it regulacly have &
Itis not only rapidly effective ugainst repurted on the excellent condition of {:{,_‘
both Gram positive and Gram negalive theiv hands, 1t
organisms but also vxhibits good . " AL MARK =
residualactivity —a major advance in h b'Scrub @ P
the development of surgical scrubs, | -
Easy on the hands R e

gt e AR )

I}
. The effect of prolonged usage on the A B I
hands of surgical staft is a critical s .
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