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legal systems... an insultingaim, of
course,when dealingwith culturesoften
of muchgreaterantiquity. But, ignoring
these aberrations,for centuriesor even
millenniacultures have always fruitfully
intermingledon an equal footingin order
to tradegoodsand ideas,influencingeach
other technologicallyand spirituallyto
their mutualadvantage. OftenIt was the
finestand the mostlearnedwhotravelled
to sharewhat they knewwithothers;but
inevitably,beforethe Industrialrevolutions
of the West improvedmodesof transport,
thesecontactswere limitedin scope.By
the time an envoy had travelled from
Europeto, say,Chinaand returned,many
yearsof his life mightwell have passed.
But todaywe havethe jet plane,and fast
ships,and radiocommunications,and this
has been leading s!owly to something
quite new, the development of an
embryonicworldculture... nota shoddy,
corruptand pollutedamalgamof Eastand
West or North and South,but something
new In Its own right. Regionalcultures

will persist, and no doubt should be
encouragedto persist,but today and in
the futuremenand womenof intelligence
and talent mustbeginto feel themselves
a partof a truesupranationalculture.And,
furthermore,it is becomingvital for the
survivalof mankindeven,that someof us
at least shouldshed the limitationsof
territoriality, the limitations of local
customsand prejudicesand beginto feel
ourselvestrue citizensof the world.Perhaps
Perhapsthe less intelligentand the less
talentedwill not be able to do this nor
want to .. . but let the talentedand the
educatedthrowoff as far as possibletheir
early narrowconditionings.And as for
the academicworld,especiallyin science
and medicineand in the technological
subjects,there Is a sense in whichthe
phrase ‘academicexpatriate’should be
replaced by somethinglike ‘wandering
scholar’ or ‘peripatetic academic’. It
shouldbe possiblefor sucha personto
go anywhere, within, of course, the
limitationsof languageandan understandable
understandableavoidanceof those places riddled
with discriminationor intolerantideologies.
ideologies.There he couldexercisehis skills
in teachingand researchor in art of
music,withoutthis arousingany special
comment. There would be enormous
advantagesin this free flow, throughout
the world,of an elite of mindsunfettered
and unconditioned.In universities,It
would preventacademicinbreedingvery
proneto happenin H.K., as I havesaid.
It is true that there are enoughbrilliant

H.K.U.graduateshereand abroadto staff
entirelybothour Universities(especiallyIf
all thoseabroadcouldbe enticedback!)
But it is probablyhealthierto mix the
brew,to haveas well a goodcirculation
of short-termperipateticacademicsfrom
all over to preent stagnationand an
insidiousloweringof standards. It Is no
accidentthat those academicexpatriates
who have made the most impact here,
whohavereallystirredup discussionand
controversy,and madeevenstudentthink,
haveoftenbeenthe short-termexpatriates
here for just a few years or less.After
all, I would remindyou that the word
‘university’ has the same root as
‘universal’,and universitiesneeduniversal
menand women.

In mediaevalEuropetherewas for a
time somethingapproachingthis Ideal,
beforethe diseaseof nationalismbecame
chronicallyestablished,whenthe Catholic
Church lent a temporaryspiritualunity
and Latinwasa sortof universallanguage
of educated and erudite men. Then,
scholarstravelledfreelyoverthe continent
of Europe... whichwas,as far as they
knewat the time,the limitsof the civilised
world ... and sharedtheir knowledge.
It was indeeda sortof globalculture.No
oneaskedan Englishman,I am sure,what
broughthim to Rome,or a Germanwhat
broughthimto London.

scale ... and if we do not do It soon,I
see little future for mankind as a
species... we needa leaveningand an
elite of those who will be preparedto
circulateroundthe worldbodypoliticlike
the humoralmessengersand the growth
factorsin our bodies. Then a doctoror
an engineeror a teacherwillnotbeasked,
‘Whatbroughtyouto H.K.,or to Huddersfield
Huddersfieldor Houston,Texas?. This kind of
wandering or peripatetic scholar or
academic needs not only intelligence,
skill,talent,but moreimportantlycomplete
freedom from narrow nationalismsand
ideological prejudices, he must have
independenceof thoughtand a capacity
to question accepted and established
doctrinesand dogmas,to be nobody’s
lackey,to be nobody’spatroniser.

So perhaps, to conclude, I will
assumebrieflythe roleof Polonius,much
thoughI disliketo, and give you some
goodadvice. Neithera patronisernor a
lackeybe. Be neitherarrogantnor servile.
Learnfromyourteachers,but do not give
themuncriticalrespect;questionthemand
express your own opinions fearlessly.
Stick to your opinions,too,-and do not
vacillateor changesidesfor vulgarreasons
reasonsof expediencyor frompressurefrom
above. Do not bully or ignore your
inferiorsand cultivateyour superiorsto
gain their approval. Do not worship
authority. Seek excellence,not financial
reward.Be preparedto go anywherein
the world,withinreason,or even stay in
H.K. if there is a place for you. H.K.U.
shouldwelcomebackItsbrighteststudents
after graduation,in open competition,of-
course,with any academicwandererwho
is inclinedto spend a little time here.
Note,a littletime,I emphasiseonceagain,
for the age of the chronicexpatriateis
ending,I hope,and will soonbe gonefor
ever.

Yousee,I havenot directlyanswered
the questionin the title of this address!
On deeper thought,I feel that such a
questionwould never be asked In a
healthy world communitywhere people
andideasmovedfreelyacrossthe artificial
manmade boundaries of meaningless
territoriality.I havefoundIt as rewarding
to teach pharmacologyhere as in
Aberdeen,Scotland,or in Addis Ababa,
and as important,and this is what really
mattersto me ... and to you, also, I
hope
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Dear Sir,

NO SAINTLY CREED

I read in dismayyour editorialcon-
ceming privatemedicalpractice.

To beginwith, I hold In high esteem
your boldnessarid franknessIn tackling
with the subject and In bringingdirect
attention to the one sore spot of the
medicalprofession.In this respect,public
criticismhas arisen not Infrequently;but
our professionhave adoptedan extraordinarily
extraordinarilytolerantattitudeof mere silence.
Now that eventhe studentsof the profession
professionraise up the issue, It Is high time
that we membersof the professionshould
stepforwardto examineif suchallegationsa are soundlybasedon accuratefacts.

Your observationthat excessivelyexpensive
expensivefees resultsIn availabilityof private
privatemedicalservicesonly to the rich is
indeed well founded. But you seem to
have overlookedthe factthatcolossalfees
are charged only by the sparsely few
prosperousGP’s.

Feeschargedby the average
practitionersare h the range of
per visit,drug suppliesIncluded.

quite moderateand not at all expensive
evenwhencomparedto the pricesof herbalist
herbalisttreatmentif the cost of herbs is
taken Into account. And then there are
the ‘low cost clinic” privatedoctorswho
provide really cheap medical services,
charginga normalfee of $3 per patient.
Bearing these In mind therefore, your
generalisationand inference that the
private practitionersare providingtheir
professionalservicesonly for the wealthy
peopleis certainlyfar from correct.

Your view of nationalhealth system
is again open to question. Not that the
idea is objectionable,but you voicedno
deliberationof what you really mean.
Privatemedicalpractitionersplay a most
essential role in the operation of the
national health system in the United
Kingdom,and Canadaand other partsof
the western world, private practitioners
provide the actual machineryfor high
qualitynationalhealth services,although
bearingalternativenamessuchas medical
insuranceschemes. Hence there is no
conflictbetweenprivatemedicalpractice
and national health, If you should be
thinkingof a nationalisedhealth system
of the “socialist”or “communist”style,
pleaserememberthat HongKong Is part
of the “free” world. Anyway,that would

be an ideologicaloutcry which requires
completechangesof socialstructureand
medicalfeeswouldnot be a suitablepretext.
pretext.

Please be reminded that money
mindednessis no sin,nor is it in any way
unethical. The HippocraticOath has no
mentionthat the disciplesof medicalshall
not makea fortuneout of his professional
skill.

If I may say so: Doctorsare only
ordinarymendedicatedto the professional
skillof caringfor the sick,andavowednot
to any such noble intentionsof self-

sacrificeor knightlycouragebutto respect
theirownselvesandtheirtrade,— though
perhapsyieldingup self-denialas circumstances
circumstancesmay call for. We should keep
ourselvesdown to earth and cease to
indulgein the delusionsof our profession
as a saintlycreed.

Thankyou for your attention,

Yourstruly,
Dr. H.K. Mak

An open letter to menbersof medical

Society,KHUSU

Dearmembersof MedicalSociety,HKUSU,

Firstof all allowme to thankyou for
your supportduringthe A.G.M. my work
within these two weeks has been very
rewardingand worthwhile.

However,during this period, I have
alsodiscoveredthat it will notbe possible
for me to carry out the majorityof my
proposed programme that I consider
indispensibleand the executionof which
requires close co-operationamong the
executives a co-operationthat is
essential for efficient working in any
organisation.

I am worthyof my postonly if I can
carry out my promise.

Finally, thank you for your attention
and wishingyou every success.
Date: 19thNovember1973(Man).

Yourssincerely,
CHAN Ka-kam(Mr.).

ImperialChemicalIndstricsLimited
PharmaceuticakDivision
AlderleyPark,Macclcsfeld
Chcshirc,EnIarzd

RESTRAIN ITCHY FINGERS. e

it is Interestingto note that medical
studentsare studyingacupunctureIn the
libraryduringthe summermonthsinstead
of preparingfor the 1stMBas theyusually
did in the past. However,I wouldsuggest
the eager studentnot to be too energetic
In practisinghis needletill he hastried it
on himselfand fully confidentthat he has
masteredthe technIque.

With the emergence of budding
acupuncturists,therehasbeenan Increasing
IncreasingIncidenceof patientswith rheumatoid,
renal and respiratorydiseasesturningto
the acupuncturistsfor help. I haveknown
a part-timeacupuncturist,a foremanin a
constructionsite by trade, who drove a
4 Inch needle into the renal anglesof a
bed-riddenpatient In an attemptto treat
chronic renal failure; he producedlatrogenlc
latrogenlchaematuria.Thatpatientcouldhave
muchImprovedby a specialdiet, physIotherapy,
physIotherapy,diuretIcsand electrolytereplacement.
replacement.Anotherlady with OA (osteoarthritis)
(osteoarthritis)of the kneesturnedbackto analgesics
after the acupuncturistproducedaggravation
aggravationinsteadof relief of her knee pain.
I still relic the X-raysof a 2 Inch piece
of acupunctureneedlebrokenIn the back
of a man’sneckwhilehe wasself-treating
his neck pain by acupuncture.

All In all, pleasetry to restrainyour
itchy fingers,gentlemenand ladies.

Yoursetc.
Chol Kin

private
$10-20
This is

+ +

Dear Sir,

Trademark

provides Iong.term

protection against

coronary insufficiency

C?Reducesmyocardialischaemareduces
ischaemareducespain

Increasescapacityfor work

V Simple dosage,three times a day,
well tolerated

Q Benefitsare progressive
with longterrn therapy
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今年的 醫學院之夜 ，仍然戲以往一樣 ，在一片喧嘩叫囂

聲中進行 。節目仍是班際的戲劇比賽及歌唱表演 。那有甚磨值得

驚訝 ，不都是可空見慣嗎 ？不 ，彷彿在平几中 ，我似乎感覺到一

股潛在的新生力量 ，不禁惹起了一連串的聯想 。

醫學院之夜 一向給我的印象是一種近乎畸形的發洩

台上演一些祇限於以醫學為題材 ，但近乎低級趣味的戲劇 ；台下

則嘈吵一片 ，偶爾還有觀眾走上舞台加插各類型的胡鬧 。這是惡

意嗎 ？這是空虛苦悶的表現麼 ？但往往在這種情形下 ，低級的同

學對高班的 大仙 產生一種抗拒的心理 正表現於低年級的

近百人大合唱 ，希望集百人的歌聲來掩蓋台下十來個人的搗亂 。

我不贊成他們的見解 ，但我欣賞他們那種氣慨 ；在這惡劣情況下
，仍然堅持高聲歌唱 ，認真地完成了戲劇表演 。這是以往沒有的

，過去 ，低年級的表演，在一片呼喝聲中，不都是草草完傷嗎 ？

以啞劇的形式 ，簡單概括 ，誇張寫實的手法 ，演員入木三分

的表演 ，描寫了莘莘學子 ，如何拼命擠到了學位 ，進而解剖課競

爭誰為 主刀 ，及至教授駕臨 ，各人爭先恐後 ，渴望得其所授之

精華 、上課拿了筆記溜之大吉 ，宿舍的玩新生 ，醫學院之夜的百

態 ，到最後考場的素描 有人拼命答卷 ，有人 出貓 、有人

干脆放棄等 ”這是二年級的新嘗試 ，但卻引起了我的共鳴 ，這不

正是我們之中許多人的寫照嗎 ？同樣是以醫學院的生活為內容 ，

同樣是令人發笑 ，但不是庸俗的 ，是清新悅目的笑料 。

三年級打破了一貫的傳統 ，演出了一齣以十九世紀為背景 ，

越南抵抗法國人侵馨的戲劇 。雖然我不大清楚全劇的內容 （因台

下時有干擾 ），但他們認真 、嚴肅的表演給予我 正如評判員

所說 氣壯山河的感覺 ，這和他們後來大合唱滿江紅 ，正是互

相呼應 。自始至終 ，民族意識甚濃 。或許有人會感到意外 ，感到

他們幼稚 ，在這種場合竟會上演這一類的故事 。我雖感到詫異 ，

但我欣喜看到這變化 醫學生不再是祇顧終 日埋頭苦讀 ，也能

衝出象牙塔 ，關心社會國家 。

一棵新生的苗芽 ，需要陽光及辛動的園丁悉心撫育 。願她能

茁壯成長為在風雪中屹立的一探青松。想到這裹，精神為之
一振 。

很多人喜歡以興趣來解釋他們的所作所為 ：為

甚麼不愛藝術 ？沒有興趣 。為甚麼讀醫科 ？興趣 。

為甚麼又不談了？沒有興趣了 。似乎這解釋能替他

卸卻不少責任 ，但究竟是不是呢 ？

興趣之有無 ，是看能否夠進行該事之中得到快

樂 。對於一切健康的事 ，其間必有可足收獲的快樂
，如何去攫取 ，大部份有賴 自己 。首要條件 ，我們

須自問在進行這件事之前的快樂目標是否正確 ，不

正確的目標 ，只可以導致一些不穩

定的假興趣 ，而需用以維持這些所口口 自劉 無

謂 興趣 的力量亦較大 ，也是很華 個 ．彥 為 激

多空虛感覺的泉原 。以愛藝術為例斗工 U 口閑
，一個人若以此能炫耀於人為目的洛屆 j 膩二，

一
萬

，雖然很多時他能得到他所需要的勰砍口 r 嘎 盡
，亦足以維持他對此事的 興趣 個口 計江二去
”但當他在這件事上遇到困難而他【 ．狗，二戶

又知道還有很多其他比較容易的事胄他 弋 他夾螂

可供他炫耀的時候 ，其 興趣 受 口口 1 、 j
動到搖是必然的 。又以讀醫科為例 ， 嗚亡日鄴 ·
，若把金錢視為目的 ，你便要準備

抵受讀書時的空虛感覺 ，因為它比起其他賺錢的方

怯對你沒有特殊的意義 。導致真興趣的目標 ，應該

放在該件事特首而又無可替代的性質上 ，因為只有

這樣 ，你才能永遠忠於這件事而不變 。但如你認為

專tr 在這獨特的性質方面不能攫取甚麼快樂

但為甚麼不能在那獨特性質中攫取

快樂呢 ？如前所說 ，一切健康的事 ，其

中必有可足收穫的快樂 。是 lllJ能攫取與否 次於個

人對此事的才能和努力 。才能是天生的 ，這便是趣

有一部份是天生的理由 ，也便是很多人用興趣來推

卸責任的理由 。但努力是後天的 ，我敢說在普遍的

情形下 ，努力所佔的份量比才能為多 ，因為芸芸眾

生之中 ，有才能的人畢竟有限 ，而這不等於興趣只

, _ 屬於少數人 。認清楚了一件事的快

樂 目標 ，我們更要了解到世界上沒

有不勞而獲的東西 。才能可能是減

輕辛勞的一個因素 ，但不能完全免

卻辛勞 ，而當沒有才能的時侯 ，更

大的努力便是唯一的途徑 。

所以 ，當一個人說他對某一件

事沒有興趣的時侯 ，他究竟在說甚

麼呢 ？他是說 ：

（一 ）我不發現這件事有任何

可給人快樂的獨特本質 這可能

是我的愚味 ，也可能這件事真的沒

有 （對於一切健康的事 ，前者的可能性較多

）我沒有從這件事攫取該獨特快樂的才能

，那麼 ，還是及早捨棄為佳 。
）我在這方面沒有盡過所顛 努
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