 Yearbook BT

M aw Association, HKUSU




Yearbook 2000

Law Association, HKUSU



Message from the Dean,
Faculty of Law

One of the joys of being teachers is that we are always in the
company of young students, and this helps us to stay forever
young in heart. Youth is wonderful and beautiful. It is the spring-
time of one's life cycle. It is a time of energy and creativity; a
time of visions and ideals; a time for the development of com-
mitment to one's lifelong quest and the unfolding of one's life
plan. And it is a time for one to prepare oneself for the chal-
lenges and tasks that lie ahead.

The learning that takes place in the university is, of
course, an important part of such preparation. I always believe
that it is of utmost importance for students to take their studies
seriously, to do their best not to waste the great educational opportunities that the university and
taxpayers have made available for them, and not to disappoint the great expectations of their
parents, relatives and friends. But I think it is equally important for university students to partici-
pate actively in extra-curricular activities, without which their university education would not be
complete. The learning that takes place as one participates in extra-curricular activities is invalu-
able and cannot be substituted by classroom learning. For example, one learns how to make
friends and to interact and work with others; one learns to take control of one's life and to orga-
nize and develop projects one creates for oneself; and one learns to cultivate hobbies and interests
that will enrich one's life in the years to come.

Designing, planning, editing, contributing materials to and organizing the publication of
this Yearbook of the Law Association is one of the extra-curricular activities of the students in our
Faculty. I appreciate very much the initiative, enthusiasm and hard work which I have seen in
them as they embarked on this project this year, and I would like to offer my warmest congratu-
lations to them on the successful publication of this volume.

I would also like to express here our Faculty's deepest gratitude to the Friends of the Fac-
ulty who have been making generous donations to the Faculty year after year to fund student
activities, scholarships and overseas mooting. Without their financial support, the publication of
this volume would not have been possible.

Professor Albert H.Y. Chen
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[ The Executive Committee ]

Chairman : Hon Wai Hon, Wayne (II)
Internal Vice-chairman : Lee Hai Man, Jenny (II)
External Vice-chairman : Tang Chun Pong, Carfield (II)
General Secretary : Leung Sze Ning, Clara (II)
Treasurer : Wong Chin Pang, Alex (II)
Social Convenor : Leung Wing Ngar, Emily (II)
External Secretary : Lau Kar Yun, Joan (II)
Sports Captain : Chan Chi Ko (II)
Legal Education Secretary : Tang Yat Lam, Vanessa (II)
Welfare Secretary : Chan Ho Ki, Anthony (II)
Marketing Secretary : Yeung Yuen Ki, Violante (II)

[ Contacts ]
Tel : 21084180
Fax : 21084559
e-mail : lawassn@hkusuc.hku.hk

Newsgroup : hku.law-assn.hk-law (only accessible by HKU account)

Websites : http://www.hku.hk/lawassn
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Message from the Chairman

I had a very inspiring conversation with a PCLL colleague just before the AGM for the Law Association,
HKUSU, Session 2000-2001. It was a shame that we didn’t have that conversation before I started my term of office,
but still, late is better than never. It was so constructive that I decided to bring that up in the Evaluation Meeting
before the AGM. The message might not have been well taken at the time, but I believe that it is worthwhile to share

it with all the members again.

It was a conversation about the operation and direction of the Law Association. He just came back from his
one-year exchange program in Canada and had a lot to say about student’s societies from his observation there. We
had a long conversation but I will only focus on two things among which we discussed: the efficiency and the nature

of the Law Association.

What’s the point of having a 30-hour campaign or a 15-hour Evaluation Meeting where only 20 members
show up? What’s the point of hundreds or even thousands of photocopies while we have our own email system and
homepage? What’s the point of having our own water fountain while there’s a water fountain on the ground floor of
KK Leung Building? What’s the point of having 400 members while only 100 really care? What’s the point?

The nature of the Association should also be revisited. Do we need an association that is no more than a high
school class committee? Or do we want an association that can really represent our interests and is for all of us to be
proud of? The fact is that the world is changing, but the Law Association is not keeping up. Worse still, trwd
W&m&b&h&@g&w. To start with, all the formalities: campaign, AGM,

¥—‘ —.\.

M, etc., all of them came from the Constitution. If we have to change all that, we have to change the Constitution.
But such a change would be limited by the Constitution of the Student Union, which we must obey. And the tradi-
tions are not helping either. Being critical is one good thing, but why wait until the Evaluation Meeting to show your

discontent when you can show your support while there is still room to make some changes? Why “approve” the
proposal from the potential Excos while you can “discuss” with them and help them along?

The situation reminded me of a remark by Albert Einstein: “The significant problems we face cannot be
solved at the same level of thinking we were at when we created them.” Indeed, this is the kind of situation we are
facing right now. Modifying the previous activities may not be enough anymore. As Aristotle said: “We are what we
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.” If the Law Association continues to do less than excellent,
it will never become excellent. Maybe what we need is a rethinking of the Law Association, from the bottom up,
inside out. The Law Association has been great, but I believe it could do better, but only with your help.

Having said all that, being a member of the Executive Committee of the Law Association was still a wonder-
ful and valuable experience. The opinion expressed above was not meant to discredit the existence of the Law
Association. Rather, it was based on my strong belief that the Law Association can bring more to its members and do
so in a more efficient way - that maybe it is time for some changes.

I would like to take this opportunity to say thanks to the other 10 Excos for putting their great efforts into the
running of the Law Association. Also, a million thanks to all our members, helpers of various activities, Faculty staff,
Friends of Faculty and sponsors; without the help of whom, the Law Association would not exist. Last but not least,
special thanks to Alex Au and members of the Editorial Board 2000, without their dedication this Yearbook could not
have been published.

Hon Wai Hon, Wayne
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Activities and Functions Held

Venue

25/2/2000 & Homepage Workshop Run Run Shaw Room 201
3/3/2000

26/2/2000 Basic Law Exhibition Polytechnic University of Hong Kong
4/3/2000 Three-on-three Basketball Competition Flora Ho Sports Centre
23/3/2000 Inauguration Ceremony Rayson Huang Theatre
14/04/2000 High Table Dinner KKL Building Senior Common Room
11/08/2000 - Registration and Briefing Counter KKL 303

14/08/2000 for Newcomers

24/08/2000 - Orientation Camp Po Leung Kuk Pak Tam Chung
26/08/2000 Holiday Camp

01/09/2000 - Legal Education Talks Various Secondary Schools
31/12/2000

08/09/2000 Freshmen Show CYM 303

15/09/2000 Mass Orientation Luk Yew Hall

18/09/2000 - Individual Visits Campus

20/10/2000

13/10/2000 Legal Book Sale CYM 302

11/11/2000 Annual Dinner Hong Kong Jockey Club
15/11/2000 - Study Tour With Singapore Various places

18/11/2000

16/11/2000 Career Development Forum KKL 303

21/11/2000 Legal Forum Sun Yat-Sen Place

09/02/2001 Freshmen Night Fong Shu Chuen Canteen
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Inauguration Ceremony 2000

The Inauguration Cer-
emony of the Law Association
2000-2001 was held on 23rd
March 2000 at Rayson Huang
Theatre. There were about 80
guests attending the ceremony,
including our Dean Prof Albert
Chen, Head of Department of
Professional Legal Education
Prof Michael Wilkinson, Presi-
dent of the Law Society of
Hong Kong Mr Anthony
Chow, the representative from
tion Mr Godfrey Lam, the rep-
resentative from the Yo -

Carfield Tang
External Vice Chairman

Mr Anthony Chow, President of the Law Society of Hong Kong, congratulating the

new members on their taking of office

gal Professionals Association Mr Gilbert Mo, the representative from Herbert Smith Mr. George

Lamplough, the representatives from Bloomsbury Books Limited Miss June Lee and Miss Eva

Sung, HKUSU’s representative, Art Association’s representative, Engineering Society’s
—

representative, Science Society’s representative, Social Science Society’s representative, Medi-

cine Society’s representative, Lee Chi Hung Hall’s representative, Lee Hysan Hall’s representa-

tive and, of course, the Executive Committee of the Law Association HKUSU 1998-1999.
e e O

lnauuuratun
Ceremony 2¢¢¢

~ Law Association, Hig SU

Handover of association chop, signifying the transfer of office
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As the Person in Charge of the Inaugurafion Ceremony this year, I believe that the following four
goals should be achieved in holding an inauguration:

New committee members making their oath

1. To let others know there is a new executive committee for the new session.

2. To let others see the way law students organise functions.

3. To let us communicate with the representatives from other societies and associations.

4. To let the sponsors come so as to make our solicitation of sponsorships easier and more efficient.

With the very much welcomed attendance of guests from different fields and the smooth run-
down that night, it is evaluated that the four goals abovementioned have been achieved. Lastly, I
would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the subcommittee members of the Inauguration
2000. Thank you!

Prof Albert Chen, Dean of the Faculty of Law,

Guests enjoying their night making an inspiring speech
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General and Current Affairs Committee

Carfield Tang
Director
General and Current Affairs Committee

The Committee

GCAC is a subcommittee under the Law Association. It was established in 1998 with the goals to 1)
promote social awareness, 2) draft declarations on social issues whenever necessary and 3) review the
—————

Constitution of the Taw Association.

This subcommittee is not a standing committee, i.e., it is not stipulated in the Constitution of the
Law Association. I continued to hold this subcommittee in my term of office because its nature was so
relevant to my major constitutional duty, which is to promote social awareness among law students.

Current Issues

Although immense efforts have been paid, the result as to promotion of social awareness among
law students was fair. Only members of the GCAC participated in discussions of current issues. Nevertheless,
the disggs_s_igga.tmosph&e- within the group was satisfactory and encouraging.

Throughout the year, I have placed newspaper cuttings on the GCAC board. Apart from some
current issues, I also have introduced special issues in seven periods by producing information, including:

1. The PCLL tuition issue

2. The Student Demonstration issue
3. The Campus Redevelopment issue
4. The Cage Dwellers issue

5. The Human Rights issue

6. The Vice-Chancellor issue

7. The University Council issue

In order to attract more members to watch the GCAC board, a total of feur-series of GCAC papers
were posted near the lifts on 3rd and 5th floor of the KK Leung Building, including:
-rd and Sth Toor of the A

1. The PCLL tuition issue

2. The Campus Redevelopment issue
3. The Human Rights issue

4. The Vice-Chancellor issue

Declarations

Apart from knowing the current issues, [ believe law students should also have their voices and
concerns heard. That is why one of the goals of the GCAC is to draft declarations on current issues
whenever necessary. Last year, a total of three declarations were issued, including:

1. A Letter to Mrs Alice Lam, the Chairman of the University Grants Committee (UGC) on the cut of
subsidy to the PCLL programme. (Both English and Chinese version)
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2. MEEE R REBASRBEAEY L ABIE (Chinese version only)2BHRBEEEGZARE

(Chinese version only)

3. “Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Cheng Yiu Chung and Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Wong Siu Lun Should Resign”

(both Chinese and English version)

BRMERTEARE
RR R AR R
PRI BEAEREER T ) FH T R

BN —FBEFNH REERR AT M AR
RIS, BT

1) BEABBEAI AW HESERNIERIIRE
HIRAA/MHC B 5E, (BIRB<<TIEARHES> BIHEMNTE,
FABNHE B G AR KL RRIRR T, &5t 158, ¥
3 AEEH E R HE B DL _ERIRIAIM A ZESR T2, A
Hifl, FRAT SRR SRS IR AR R A 2 A -1 053
T (FEAREG) TR “RERAREGRKENT
B - RN ERGERIBE RSB ENERIRE - MAERFE AR
BIRBIRRIEE T - EEARRM BRI AR AHE" - F
L, BHERBHE B DR ARSI/
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Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Cheng Yiu Chung and
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Wong Siu Lun
Should Resign

In regard to the Report of the Investigating Panel on Dr. Robert Chung Issue released on 1st
September, 2000, we would like to put forward the following points:

1) The Investigating Panel appointed by the University Council is a legitimate body to
handle the investigation since the University Council has followed the correct procedure. Accord-
ing to Statute XIX of STATUTES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG, the University
Council is given the power “to administer and manage the finances, ..., and all affairs whatsoever
of the University, and for that purpose to appoint bankers, counsel, solicitors, and such officers or
agents as it may be expedient to appoint.” The power of the University Council is affirmed by
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG ORDINANCE (Chapter 1053) Section 7(3), “The Coun-
cil shall be the executive body of the University, and shall provide for the custody and use of the
University seal, and subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and the statutes, it shall administer
the property and manage the affairs of the University.” And since the Interpretation and General
Clauses Ordinance (Chapter 1) Section 40(1) has specified “where any Ordinance confers upon
any person power to do or enforce the doing of any act or thing, all such powers shall be deemed
to be also conferred as are reasonably necessary to enable the person to do or enforce the doing of
the act or thing”, the University Council is perfectly legitimate in setting up the Investigating
Panel.

2) Referring to the report of the Investigating Panel, the following points were found:

a) “The January and November conversations” between Prof. S. L. Wong and Dr. Robert Chung
“were both covert attempts to push Dr. Chung into discontinuing his polling work™

b) The panel is satisfied that “political consideration was the principal reason that motivated the
29th January, 1999 meeting” and “whilst there are other reasons that led to the 1st November,
1999 meeting, political consideration ined an operative one.”

¢) “...a majority of the Panel is satisfied that Professor S. L. Wong held the 2 meetings at the behest
of the Vice-Chancellor.”

Based on these findings, it is clear that Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Cheng Yiu Chung and Pro-
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Wong Siu Lun, have failed to defend academic freedom against politi-
cal pressure. The findings clearly shed doubt on their integrity and the continuance of them being
the leaders of the University would further damage not only on the reputation of the University of
Hong Kong, but also on the quality of academic work in Hong Kong as a whole. We urge them to
resign from their positions without further delay.

3) Since the legitimacy of the Investigating Panel should not be questioned, the University
Council should respect the findings and adopt the report. It is a little too late for our Vice-Chan-
cellor to question the legitimacy of the Panel since he has agreed to the whole ar-
rangement in the first place. He cannot just deny the findings simply because they are not working
to his favor. Again, with due respect, we urge Prof. Cheng and Prof. Wong to resign and minimize
the damage to the reputation of the University.

4) Although the legitimacy of the Investigating Panel should not be questioned, there are
still important pieces missing from the report:

a) There is no investigation in the exact origin of the political pressure beyond the Senior Special
Assistant in the HKSAR Chief Executive’s Office, Lo Cheung On Andrew. Also, the suspected
origin of the political pressure, the Chief Executive, Tung Chee-hwa, was not summoned to the
Investigating Panel;

b) Even now we do not know what was said at the meeting between Mr. Lo and the Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Cheng Yiu Chung, since “neither witness disclosed the full and truthful extent of what was
said in that meeting” although it is the major point with regard to the origin of the political pressure.

Since the University Council has to no power to summon anyone outside the University of
Hong Kong to testify, the only way to investigate into the matter would be for LegCo to set up
another investigating panel. Under Section 9 of LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES) ORDINANCE (Chapter 382) anyone, even the Chief Executive, can be summoned
as a witness in the Legislative Council which enables us to have a clearer picture of the whole
issue beyond the university level. Therefore, we believe it would be beneficial to Hong Kong as
a whole for LegCo to follow up on the above issues to settle the controversy of this incident.

Academic freedom is of utmost importance to Hong Kong, a demm:mtlc society, as it af-
fects its reputation and in turn affects the value of the academi and publications origi-
nate here. Therefore, we urge:

1. the University Council of the University of Hong Kong to endorse the report of the Investigat-
ing Panel;

2. Vice-Chancellor, Professor Cheng Yiu Chung, and Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Professor Wong Siu
Lun to resign.

General and Current Affairs Committee,
Law Association, HKUSU 2000-2001
5-9-2000
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All the declarations were made after discussion within the GCAC and were approved by the Execu-
tive Committee of the Law Association. E-mails, consultation boards and class visits were made for the
first declaration because the PCLL Tuition issue affected all the law students directly. Only consultation
board was set up for the second and third declarations due to the urgency of these issues.

-

On the PCLL issue, we also contacted the Law Society, the Bar Association, the Judiciary, the Chief
Executive, and various Legislative Councillors such as Ms Margaret Ng, Mr Martin Lee, in order to solicit
their support against the reduction of subsidy on the PCLL programme.

Review of Constitution

As to the review of the Constitution of the Law Association, the GCAC has handled the following
issues for the past year:

1. Membership problems of the double degrees students,
2. The lack of guidelines for the by-election.

3. The introduction of the IT secretary.

4. To vote for the whole cabinet or for individual post?

5. “A minimum vote of 30% of the Full Members after taking consideration of the difference in (a)” is too
harsh?

6. The fee and the membership nature.

7. The Rmight problem of the campaign.

The Membership problems of the double degree students arose due to the addition of the degree
courses BBA (Law) and BSS (Government & Law). As a consequence, many problems concerning mem-
bers’ privileges and rights have been induced. In view of this, meetings were held to review and amend the
membership section of the Constitution. The lack of guidelines for by-election was also recognized due to
problems encountered in the election in 1999. The introduction of the post of IT secretary was also a very
controversial issue left by the last cabinet. The voting system with respect to the cabinet and the 30%
quorum were also hot topics for the past year. Seven of the GCAC meetings focused on discussion of the
above issues. Consensus was reached that no IT secretary would be introduced and the election system
would remain the same. Some guidelines were introduced concerning by-elections but no amendments
were proposed on this issue since the discussion of it was still in a preliminary stage. However, the GCAC
has successfully prepared for the passage of amendments as to the membership issue and the AGM period.

Acknowledgements

Thanks should also be given to all GCAC members. They have spent considerable time in meetings
when drafting the declarations and reviewing the Constitution. Their contribution is vital for the smooth
running and administration of the Association.

Yearbook 2000 Page 27



Homepage

Violante Yeung
Marketing Secretary

“Key Into 2000 (Two thousand)” ... a line served as the motto for the Law Association
2000-2001, presents our motives to adapt to a new way of life and to get ready for challenges of
the new millennium. In face of the breathtakingly increasing demand in internet-usage, we en-
deavoured this year to make the homepage a more interactive one. New sections were added. As
you click into our homepage from section to section, you might notice changes in the general
layout from the previous years and changes in content. I hope members of LA had benefited in
some ways at different sections of the homepage, whether it was the interactive “Forum” or the
informative “Legal Education page”.

Making a homepage was a lengthy and tedious task where obstacles would definitely appear.
I could hardly have achieved anything without support from colleagues who allowed me room
for creativity and flexibility in the production of the homepage. Thanks to all the co-operation
and words of encouragement, I had brought the homepage finally into life. Re-constructing the
LA homepage for the year 2000 had been a pleasure and a privilege. Big thanks to Peter Wong
Ting Chun, who patiently guided me throughout the process of re-construction. Hope that my
endless “dummy” questions had not driven him mad.
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New Sections added

Forum: an avenue for members to post messages to express opinions. Glad to see that
members began to get use to this tool to communicate their ideas. Most of the opinions
posted were constructive. Discussions sometimes involved law students studying overseas
who wanted to know more about law schools in Hong Kong and legal practitioners who
kindly answered questions raised by members concerning law.

Legal Education Page: Articles posted were those gathered from the Legal Column written
by members. This was a new try to include a page of this nature in our homepage and many
users welcomed the idea.

Sports Corner: designed for posting of announcements concerning sports activities and
name lists of our sports teams. This section highlighted Law students’ achievements in sports
activities ranging from inter-faculty competitions to intra-faculty competitions. After all,
law students are NOT bookworms!

General and Current Affairs Corner: included to arouse social awareness among LA
members through posting current issues for discussion (in form of a forum). In addition,

declarations made throughout the year were posted for easy reference.

Links: more links were added, ranging from law-related websites to government websites.
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Legal Education Column

Vanessa Tang
Legal Education Secretary

A number of articles have been published in the Young Post of the South China Morning
Post on Wednesdays periodically. The topics are wide because writers can freely choose a topic
which s/he is fond of. Some are invited to write on specific topics such as the ICCPR and
defamation. Here I would also like to express my greatest gratitude to all the writers who kindly
offered to help and produced high-quality articles for readers.

2 South China Moming Post | Wegnesday March 21 2001

Young Post ==

Bill aims to protect our basic rights

offences and it

spective crimin:
uphalds equality before
With the emergence of the
BORO the ICCPR became geny
inely enforceable and the re
nised rights were thereby pro-
tected substantially by the aw
The Joint Declaration 1984

Ordinance ensures
the fundamental
freedoms of citizens

ne law.

“I know not what courss others

may take, but as for me, give me
liberty, or give me death!”

- Patrick Henry at the Virginia
Convention, 1775.

DAVID TANG

ostof us take freedom
of expression, thought
and movement for
granted, as if iberty and equality
were automatic rights.

The truth is quite to the con
trary

Our forebears have fought for
the freedoms at great expense
over the past centuries. In many
parts of the world people are still
fighting for them today.

The rights are not only valu
able, but fragile. They are prone
to be encroached upon if people
Just sit back when their rights are
being trampied on. We should
learn about human rights laws so
that we will know how to uphold
our legitimate rights when they
are being in-
fringed upon.

‘When did
the Bill of Rights

KNOWING THE LAW

{ICCPR), The convention was
adopted in the General Assembly
of the United Nations in 1966 as
an intemational standard for the
protection of rights such as the
freedom of expression, thought
and movement

Britain ratified most of the
convention for Hong Kong in
1976. Nonetheless, not until 1991
was there any law incorporating
the ICCPR in Hang Kong,

In 1991, the calonial constitu-
tional document Letters Patent
was amended to stipulate that (i
Hong Kong shall

Kong people in a way that {s n-
consistent with the ICCPR

The Bill of Rights Ordinance
1991 (Cap.363) thereby came
into force with constitutional su
periority, and lsws inconsistent
with the ordinance were 10 be re-

and the Basic Law Art.39 state
that the ICCPR sball remain in
force. Unlike the Letters Patent
however, there is no word in the
Basic Law stipulating that sub-
sequent legislation shall ot re-
strict the freedom of the people
in a way that is inconsistent with
the ICCPR.

Maoreover, certain provisions
of the BORO were repealed by
the Chinese National People’s
Congress Standing Committee.
Though the legal status of the or-
dinance is now amhiguous, ane
can still be assured that the pro
tection of rights remains forceful
and substantial.

No right is unlimited - free
doms must be subject to cert
restrictions whenever they in
fringe upon the tights of others.
The protection of public onder
as provided by the ICCPR, has
been considered by the courts on
& regular basis in determining if
certain restraints are justified

In the controversiai and dra-
‘matic national flag case, for ex-
ample. the Court of Final Appeal
held it justified to suppress the

in

hustified to suppress the resdom ., ¢ Hong aled. freedom of dishonoring the na-

of dishonouring the ational and o7 g, Basically the Bill of Rights Or-  tional and regional flag for public

regional fags for public order. swer this we dinance (BORO) is identical o order, for the restriction is nar-

LEFT: The Joint Declaration 86d 1,3, 19 takea  the ICCPR. It guarantees various  row and the dignity symbolised

the Busic Law state that the iookattheln-  freedoms and rights such as the by the flags is important for pub-
Covenant on Civil ternational freedom of speech and the rights lic welfare.

Covenanton of criminal suspects: it prohibits

- 7Yq[@ost

Civil and Politi-  arbitra like un.
cal Rights awful detention; it bans retro-
2 South China Moming Post | Wednesday February 28 2001

‘Fair comment’ used for
defence in defamation

Recent Court of Final
Appeal ruling upholds
freedom of speech

HAU PAK-SUN

running for a post in the Leg
islative Council. Mr X, your
main rival, was accused of pro-
viding confidential government
information 1o private firms.

At an election forum, Mr X
makes insulting gestures while
you were making a speech. You
saw it and felt embarrassed. With
the intention of seeking revenge
and injuring Mr X's reputation se
that you will have a better
chance of winning the election,
You write a letter to a newspaper
which contains the following
paragraph:

“Mr X's involvement in the
scandal has shown he is an un-
ethical and unreliable figure. He
should no longer receive support
in the election campai
s dishonourable

I magine you are a candidate

cause of h
conduct
After the letter is published.
Mr X loses support and he be
comes annoyed. He consults his
lawyers and decides (o sue you

g o
YOG

KNOWING THE 1AW
——
for defamation. He alleges that
the letter is unfair comment be-
cause it was malicious and in-
tended 1o injure him.

In law, ane of the defences of
defamation is “fair comment

A fair comment must:

® be about a mater of public
interest

B be a comment, not a state
ment of fact
be based on facts

# indicate the facts on which
the comment is made

B beé one which could only
have been made by an honest
persan.

Do you think that the para
graph in the letter can be de-
scribed as fair commen? If so, it
may be a defence for the defa
mation suit. But

Some may ar
time when you wrote the letter,
your motives were to seek re.

venge and 1o injure Mr X's repu-
tation, and so it should not be
considered fair comment

In a recent Court of Final Ap
peal ruling on a defamation
brought by “superman of the
law’” Paul Tse Wai-chun against
famous radio talk show host Al-
bert Cheng King-hon, it was de-
cided that the existence of mo-
tives when making a comment is
1ot a reason for excluding the
defence of fair comment

The case is & positive develop-
ment of freedom of expression
because “it is in the public inter
est that everyone should be free
10 express his own, honestly held
views on such matters, the de-
fence of fair comment envisages
that everyone is at liberty 1o con
duct social and political cam
paigns by expressing his own
views", the judge said.

If the motives of a person who
makes a remark is also consid
ered in détermining whether the
statement is fair comment, the
law may be going too far and it
could be dangerous.

For instance, if an opposition
party expresses the view that the
vernment is doing an appall-
ing job, the Govenment could
sue the party and say that the
mative behind the comment was
10 injure its reputation.

Court action . Albert King-

Cheng
hon and Paul Tse Wai-chun (below).

1t could effectively stop any
voices of opposition and the law
could be used as an instrument
10 oppress the people.

ks 5.0 o e s e
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Legal Education Talks

Vanessa Tang

Legal Education Secretary

It is gladly reported that 13_1’6_g£l_t£k/54were successfully held by the Law Association this
year in 11 secondary schools in different districts. Topics include Basic Law, Human Rights
Protection, Legal System, Intellectual Property Law, Police Power, Defamation, and Laws on
Discrimination. Since many constitutional controversies have arisen this year, discussions on the
right of abode issue as well as the Public Order Ordinance were particularly raised and the re-
sponse was very encouraging. Student audiences raised interesting and sensible questions con-
cerning the legal topic being discussed. The success was mostly attributed to the help of our
fellow schoolmates. I would like to take this special opportunity to thank all the helpers who
participated in the programme as speakers and/or researchers. The particulars are listed out below,
including all the speakers whom I must acknowledge.

Date(2000) School Topic Speaker(s)
22/9 TWGHs Mrs Wu Tork Yu Me- Human Rights and Basic Law Jason Wu (PCLL)
morial College
27/9 Ying Wa Girls’ College Human Rights and Basic Law Jason Wu (PCLL),
David Tang (II),
Hau Pak Sun (I)
20/ 10 Pooi Tun Secondary School Defamation Lau Hak Wing (II)
20/10 Yu Chun Keung Memorial Human Rights and Basic Law David Tang (II)
College No.2
24/10 Shek Lei Catholic Secondary Police Power David Tang (II)
School
25/10 Lung Cheung Government Laws of Discrimination Brian Lung (II)
Secondary Technical School
3/11 Chuen Yuen College Laws of Discrimination Brian Lung (II)
6/11 Ying Wa Girls’ College Legal System and Intellectual Sin Ping Ho (PCLL)
Property Law
8/11 Chuen Yuen College Defamation Nicholas Mak (III)
10/11 True Light Middle School of Laws of Discrimination Brian Lung (II)
Hong Kong
10/11 Rhenish Church Pang Hok Ko Legal System and Intellectual Andy Lam (II)
22/11 Memorial College Property Law
24/11 Kit Sam Secondary School Defamation Wan Shiu Man (III)
St. Stephen Girls’ College Human Rights and Basic Law David Tang (II),
Vanessa Tang (II)
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High Table Dinner

A traditional event of the Law Association -
High Table Dinner was held on 14th April 2000.

This year, we were honoured to have Mr
Patrick Yu Shuk-siu, Mr Martin Lee Chu-ming and
Mr Gary Cheng Kai-nam as our guest speakers, as
well as many legislative bodies, legal practitioners
and teaching staff as our guests.

Up on the 14th Floor in the Senior Common
Room, Mr Yu captivated us with his stories as a
barrister, his experience as a student and his prime
role in setting up our law school. This was followed
by some good advice from Mr Cheng on the differ-
Ws of interpreting the Rule of Law and
his opinion on how well it fits in Hong Kong’s
society. Finally, Mr Lee gave us an interesting talk
of his educational background, all the while hinting
ata ‘mysterious man’ who had helped him in his
time of need. A feeling of warmth filled the room

when Mr Lee finished his speech and hugged Mr Yu - the mysterious ‘Mr X’.

their song.

Mr Patrick Yu Shuk-siu giving his speech
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Emily Leung
Social Convenor

Mr Martin Lee Chu-ming giving his speech

There is no doubt that all of us learnt much from these
inspiring speeches. But apart from being educational, the
High Table Dinner can also be extremely entertaining. This
year, a more informal approach was adopted so students could
have more interaction with the guests. Clues were revealed
throughout the evening for participants to ‘guess the mur-
derer’ in our dinner theatre. We also had several amazing
performances by our talented fellow classmates, beginning
with a solo (Oh Sole Mio) by Johnson Lam, then a duet by
Chiko Chan and Vanessa Tang (Tonight I celebrate my love
for you) which Mr Gary Cheng later confessed to be his fa-
vorite song. Last but not least, we had a four-part singing (I
wonder why) comprising of Anthony Chan, Jonathan Yung,
Chiko Chan and Johnson Lam who warmed our hearts with



At the end of the event, prizes were presented to
the winners of the dinner theatre by Kelly Chan (our amaz-
ing scriptwriter) and souvenirs to our guests by our
Chairman, Wayne Hon.

And what would the evening be without the Master
and Mistress of Ceremony? Joan Lau and Eugene Wong
led the rundown most successfully with their wit, charm

and style.

The High Table Dinner was a most special evening
to me (for more reasons than one) and I would like to
thank all of those who put their efforts in the event. A
huge thanks to my sub-committee - I love you guys! I
only hope all the participants enjoyed the High Table Din-
ner as much as we enjoyed organizing it!

Mr Gary Cheng Kai-nam giving his speech
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Orientation Camp

Wayne Hon
Orientation Camp PIC

| J “Once upon a time, there was a kingdom - ‘LA Kingdom’. Ten counties were living happily
j" Jand peacefully together. One day, however, an evil force arose and turned all people in these ten
| counties into 10 different kinds of animals - chicken, dog, fish, bear, wolf, tiger, snake, mouse,
‘lt W spider and horse. In hopes to become human beings again, they had to strike for survival...”

This is the theme story of the Law Association Orientation Camp 2000, which was held on
24-26 August 2000, in Po Leung Kuk Pak Tam Chung Holiday Camp. We can tell from their
smiling faces that they enjoyed the time very much! Well, I think words alone cannot describe
what had happened during this three-day-two-night event, so, let’s have a brief photo tour and
you will know how “horrific” it was!

Look, who’s that guy??? Why he is trapped
and being blindfolded???

Is it a coincidence??? This is a photo taken during our first game
“Treasure Hunt”. You’ll know the answer if you got the Prelude 2000
(please turn to page 15).

Umm... see, this is the way
we give thanks to our
honorable Chief Group
Leaders - Angie and
Carfield!

Oh, why are Nicole and Chiko
kneeling on the floor? Are
they having a religious
service? ... Oh, I see, that’s the
“Goddess” of their religion!
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Cheating!!!

Our Sports Captain -
Chiko is leading the

. ) Who’s so naughty?! Whose
morning exercises!

hand is this? Wanted: if
somebody can find out whose
hand it is, no money will be
rewarded. But I think our hot
and lovely Social Convenor,
Emily, might give you a kiss.

Take a look at these pretty little girls ... oh, or boys ...? LA super-water-men!!!

Who says law students are bookworms?
Many of them have different talents.
Look, they got a remarkable talent for
drama!
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Annual Dinner

Emily Leung
Social Convenor

After one year’s hard work, the Annual Dinner 2000 was a social highlight in the Law Association’s

calendar.

On 11th November, approximately 100 participants came to the Happy Valley Suite Terrace of the
Fappy valey sullc 1erace 0
Hong Kong Jockey Club with their hearts set on having an enjoyable evening. They were not disappointed
of course.

As soon as everyone was seated, the evening began with a hilarious ‘Guess Who's Different’ game.
With Calvin Cheuk dressed up as the beautiful “Kelly”, he hid among the numbered contestants who
shuffled in with their backs turned - and each table gave wild guesses after they ordered a certain ‘action’
to be done by the contestants. (Poor Winnie had to kiss Calvin while Kelly had to grind against the wall!)

Following this, the scrumptious dinner buffet began and while everyone was enjoying their food,
the talented Alex Wong and Jackie Lam entertained us with a Chinese duet. My incredible Mistress of
Ceremony (for the second time) Joan Lau then introduced the next game to the audience. This was a beer
drinking competition which consisted of two rounds - one for males and one for females. As everyone
crowded around the table on the stage, cheering on for their table representatives, the two winners stunned
us with their world breaking records for the event!

Participants piled more food on their plates to enjoy the next performance, which was an incredible
solo performance by Jackie Lam and this merged into an amazing y magic performance by Tony Ko.
1010 PLIIOUTANGE

After a while of dining and chatting, we were all ready for a little action. This led us to our third
game of the evening - Ball Transport. Two participants were selected from each table and they had to
transport a ball from one side of a room to another, using the two body parts that were randomly picked out
from a basket. We rolled into laughter as one unlucky pair had to cooperate with their nose and armpit!

But before we could die laughing, the ‘Men in Black’ comprising of Anthony Chan, Jonathan Yung,
Chiko Chan and Johnson Lam captivated our attention with their brilliant X’mas songs, and warmth and
cheer filled the room. It wasn’t hard to see we were all looking forward to the X’mas holidays!

We promised ‘dancing’ in the Annual Dinner, but we couldn’t do this without first presenting the
mini Oscars. Prizes tleEa?included Best Dressed, Biggest Eater, Most Wasteful Eater and M ive
Participant, and as awardees went up omfmwzﬁeir

““embarrassing moments’ during the evening were revealed to the audience.

With that having done, Prof Wilkinson and Ms Anne Carver gave us some very encouraging words
m

and then led the first dance. Needless to say, other romantic couples soon followed suit. After 2

songs however, the momentum shifted from slow to fast, and all the lights dimmed and the real

partying began!
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Visitors from the National University of Singapore

Joan Lau
External Secretary

Date: 15 - 18 November 2000
No of participants from NUS: 23

In mid-November we were welcomed with a group of law students from The National University of
Singapore. The Law Association acted as a semi-host in welcoming our fellow “future lawyers” with our
best efforts to make their short stay a most enjoyable one. We were responsible for the minor arrangements
of the group’s daily schedule and most important of all we were in charge of their entertainment itinerary
giving them the best taste we could of the celebrated nightlife of the Pearl of the Orient.

Throughout their short stay we had a brief yet inspiring experience. Our biggest reward was the
extra step we were able to take in furthering our connections with law students from overseas universities.
However, it must be said that the most heartwarming memory of this experience was the flourishing of
friendships and all the fun that filled those four days of exchange.
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Legal Forum 2000 -
Does the Proposed Anti-Stalking Law Intervene Freedom of
the Press?

Vanessa Tang
Legal Education Secretary

The legal forum titled above was successfully launched at Sun Yat-Sen Plaza in the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong on 21st November during lunchtime. Prominent public figures, including Ms
Audrey Eu SC, Mr To Kun-Sun (LegCo member), Mr Anthony Law (Assistant Professor of the
City University of Hong Kong) and Mr Wong Kwok Wah (experienced journalist representing
the Law Reform Commission), were invited as guest speakers. The discussion led by Mr Ellen
Lee Peng-Fei JP (the guest MC), was impressive and constructive, and all the speakers were very
outspoken and spontaneous, holding different views from different perspectives. Mr Wong ex-
plained the need of the proposed law and argued strongly against the alleged encroachment upon
freedom of the press, while other guests pinpointed such problems of the law as its catchall
definitions, and the test of reasonable person for proof of ‘harassment” which may possibly be-
come the crackdown on journalists and hence on press freedom.

The forum attracted approximately 180 HKU students and the press, the result of which
was encouraging. Several newspapers reported the event on the following day.
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The speakers

Mr To Kun-Sun, LegCo member

Mr Anthony Law, Assistant Professor of the
City University of Hong Kong

Lt
=,

Mr Wong Kwok Wah, experienced journalist
representing the Law Reform Commission

Mr Ellen Lee Peng-Fei JP, the guest MC
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Career Development Forum

Joan Lau
External Secretary

Date : 16 November 2000
Time :1730-1900
Venue : KKL 303

Guests invited  : Mr Gilbert Mo (Department of Justice)
Mr Richard Wu (Department of Professional Legal Education, HKU)
Mr Alwyn Li (Tax Consultant from KPMG)
Mr Gordon Wong (Barrister)

The fire was lit...

To promote a good interaction betwee field and the future 1 in the faculty
is one of the rmm]mmuﬁ&one of the
sparkles that occurred in the atmosphere of a cozy group of around 30 students in the little -
room on the 3rd floor of KKL Building during that day.

The flames burned with enthusiasm...

In the nature of a forum, casual yet in-depth discussions were made between the students
and the guest speakers. Striking and inspirational ideas were given to the students on how
their future career prospects can take diverse turns and on what issues should be of their
concerns.

Each log of wood contributed to each dazzling spark of the fire...

The guests speakers were professionals working in different fields yet all with a law degree
in hand. This presented a broader view for the students, especially those of mixed degrees,
on the different professions they may enter and how today’s legal environment can open
new doors for them. Enthusiastic queries raised by the students also gave the speakers a
better understanding of the most imminent concerns of law students nowadays.

The smoke from the fire left a tracing scent that swirled in their memories...
The forum left everyone a motivation to further improve his or her outlooks on their career
paths. Contacts were given to students in hope to provide a chance for them to have any

future discussions with the guest speakers. The faculty had further organized three career
talks of which had furthered the students in their understanding of the legal field.
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Faculty Board

Senator: Nicholas Mak (III)
Board Members:  Paul Chan (III)
- Library Committee
Angie Li (IIT)
- Legal Referral and Education Committee
Careen Wong (II)
- Teaching Quality Committee

Attending Faculty Board Meetings

faculty Board meetings have been held on a regular basis, with attendance by all academic staff of the Department
»f Law and of the Department of Professional Legal Education. A number of issues, in particular the University
Grant Committee’s proposal on reducing PCLL subsidies, were discussed. We expressed students’ concern on this
natter both in the Faculty Board meeting as well as in the informal meeting with the Vice-chancellor.

Legal referral and Education Committee

he Legal Referral Scheme, run by the Faculty of Law, provides free legal advice to all HKU students, staff mem-
sers and their relatives. Interview sessions were held every MOIMS on Fridays.
lhe student coordinator was generally responsible for recruiting student helpers, arranging interviews with clients
ind following up cases. A briefing session was held in September, with Mr Eric Cheung advi/sring students on the

yperation of the Scheme. 40 cases were dealt with last year with the help of over 70 students.

\
We have also arranged student helpers to participate in the Duty Lawyer Scheme. Last year, more than l_w
oined the scheme, which aimed at providing students with an opportunity to observe hwwin
ractice by legal professionals.

Honour classification and the GPA system

As the current third year students will be the first batch of graduates under the newly introduced GPA system, how it
§ to be run is of the most urgent concern. In relation to this issue, the Student Senator convened two student meetings
0 collect opinion from our fellow classmates. Numerous communication and discussions with the Faculty have been
sonducted. Most importantly, two formal meetings were conducted between the various student representatives,
’rof Johannes Chan, and Mr Michael Jackson. Although a resolution has been made in the second formal meeting,
vhether it can be implemented still depends on the approval of the Board of Examiners.
)
leaching Quality

A Departmental Teaching Quality Committee, chaired by Miss Alice Lee, Director of Teaching Quality, was set up
ast year to review and monitor teaching quality and effectiveness of the Department of Law. Discussions on issues
elating to teaching quality have facilitated the exchange of views between teachers and students.

‘aculty Review Committee

Ve have attended several Faculty Review Committee meetings as student members. The function of the Committee
§ 1o hear students’ appeals against faculty decisions relating to such matters as discontinuation and repeat.
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Jessup Moot Competition 2000

This annual competition is the world’s most prestigious international mooting forum with partici-
pants from leading law schools from over 50 countries and regions across the globe. The Jessup Moot
Competition is organised by the International Law Students’ Association and is a simulation of proceed-
ings before the International Court of Justice. Students are required to research points of international law
over a period of six months, and demonstrate their advocacy skills before a panel of experienced judges.
The competition provides an excellent opportunity for students to develop their research, writing and
advocacy skills, as well as to acquire an in-depth knowledge of one or more fields of international law.
This year’s results by the HKU team marks one of the best achievements of any team from Hong Kong
since the competition was established.

The Jessup Moot Competition involves a mooting competition at the ‘regional’ (Hong Kong) level,
followed by the international competition held in Washington DC. For over 7 years the Hong Kong com-
petition has involved a series of moots between HKU and the City University before benches of appellate
judges, leading practitioners, government officials, representatives of international agencies, and interna-
tional law teachers. This year’s problem raised complex questions of extraterritorial jurisdiction, interna-
tional company law, human rights law, and biomedical ethics and research law. Problems from previous
years have included the law of the sea, terrorism and privacy laws. The international competition in
Washington, DC had the honour of having Judge Stephen Schwebel (President of the ICJ) as one of the
Jessup Finals judges.

The HKU team consisted of five law students: Cindy Hui, Jin Pao, Suen Wai Yu, Daniel Tang, and
Jacky Tse and was coached by various Faculty of Law members. The HKU team defeated City University
in the regional rounds held in Hong Kong in February, with Cindy Hui capturing the coveted Best Oralist
Award. The team then advanced to the international rounds in the United States, where they ranked 4th out
of 67 teams in the overall preliminary rankings, having defeated leading law schools from Canada and the
USA. The team advanced to the second stage of the competition, and was able to defeat McGill University
in a unanimous decision. The team then narrowly missed advancing to the semi-finals in a split decision (2
to 1) loss to Mexico (the 1998 Champion team). One of the HKU students, Jin Pao, was awarded the 4th
Best Oralist in the International Rounds (out of over 250 mooters).

Some Reflections by Jessup Team Members
Jin Pao - Jessup Team Member 2000

When I reminisce of the Jessups, the first thing I think of is the competition itself: - the very tense
moments of interaction between the judges and my teammates and I, the Ceremonial Court (where the
finals were held), our late night cramming sessions, and of course I am able, still, to relive my performance,
my mistakes and anxieties as if it were yesterday. Then more subtle points enter my mind.

I remember when I arrived (one day later than my teammates), I saw that one of my teammates
(who shall go unnamed!) was already quite drunk! I also remember our experimenting with cuisine from
the world over, having a new style of food everyday. And of course, our travels after the competition,
where we had a great time enjoying ourselves prior to coming back to reality and examinations.
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These snippets of life and competition intertwine to form a vivid memory of the Jessups. Needless
to say that the Jessups have been one of most meaningful activities I have participated in, and I am thank-
ful to the Faculty of Law for giving the opportunity to take part.

The Jessup Competition is a competition on various levels - intellect, preparation, and flexibility.
For some reason, the judges always know where the weakness in your argument lies, and is always pre-
pared to make you concede on your most important argument. It always perplexes strangers to the Jessups
when I say this, because they would expect that we would have all the answers through the rigourous
research and practices that we go through for the better part of six months.

But Jessupers will know the feeling of running an entirely novel argument almost every time we
moot. This process of intellectual triangulation embodies the rigour of the competition, where we not only
compete against opposing law schools from all over the world, but also where we engage in a lively
discourse with a panel of judges, many of whom are experts in international law.

The obvious benefits of the competition are learning a new area of law, developing research skills,
and gaining exposure in public speaking. But I think the Jessup embraces a wider philosophy which
underlies what we do in life in general. It is about doing something which is not really required of you, for
the intrinsic, inherent love of the activity. It is about the pursuit of knowledge, which is something which
is lost in the very result-oriented nature of our education. It is also about taking on challenges, and telling
yourself that there really is not anything you can’t do if you set your mind to it. These ideas are invaluable
fragments of a portrait I have yet to complete - how to live life to its fullest.

It only remains for me to thank my fellow moot mates: - Anson, Bonnie, Jenkin, and Richard (my
first time around in 1998), and Cindy, Daniel, Jacky, and Suen Yu (my second time around in 2000). They
have truly made my experience a colourful and long-lasting one, and I am thankful to them for that.

Daniel Tang - Jessup Team Member 2000

Every time when I ponder over the Jessup 2000 Competition, I just can’t help being enthralled by
that eventful journey.

Though honor and pride subside with time, there were moments which had been inscribed onto
memory and shall never be forgotten,

* working round the clock at the Computer Center for the last minute filing of our written memorials,
and ended up with Jacky “obstructing” the closing of the General Post Office for half an hour,

* being picked by the judges on the weakest, and unfortunately, the least prepared, argument on our
side and endured ten minutes’ ruthless hammering the ritual of having the Last Dinner before each critical
tournament, from the Selection Moot, to the Regional Round and all the way up to the International
Round.

International law is a bewildering subject for its close affinity with international politics and the
lack of enforcement underpinning its development, and having the chance to build an acquaintance with it

is perhaps the most rewarding experience in my final year of LLB study.

Lastly, let history be told about the witty retorts from Andrew Byrnes, which defected each and
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every of out bold assertion of the law, and the cunning card playing of Alice Lee, which had stripped us of
the very limited pocket money we had in Washington.

Suen Wai Yu - Jessup Team Member 2000

With no disrespect to the Honorable Judge Philip C. Jessup, the competition is, after all, one of
hundreds of common law moot court. What makes it different is the “International” element, both in
respect of the people of different nationality you meet and the subject matter of every year’s question i.e.
an international law disputes. I will restrict myself to the latter.

International law adopts a very different structure as opposed to the common subjects we take in the
LLB. In terms of legal principle, nothing is binding. Even the decided cases in the Court of International
Justice (ICJ), the authoritative judicial body established under the United Chater of the United Nations, is
only “highly persuasive”; not to mention any national court cases claiming to represent the current state of
international law (which happens to be mostly in the Super-big-states). In terms of volume, it is devastating.
Often you will be looking at Conventions or ICJ cases, on which no two publicists have the same view.
Thus you end up in reading hundreds of articles only to know what are they arguing, in addition to the
Conventions & ICJ cases themselves (once I came across ONE ICJ case of about 1000 pages - which I
restore to the shelf immediately).

I must admit, however, international law is fascinating. Because of the lack of precedent, there is
always room for argument. But of most importance, it is INTERNATIONAL. Often it is a dispute between
the developed and developing country. As in my year, it was a transnational pharmaceutical corporation of
a developed country nationality conducting a vaccine trial in a developing country whose people were
infected with a fatal virus. You have a legally, and commercially, sound corporate action on the one hand
while there is millions of people’s lives at stake on the other. If a nun need to stand trial for turning away
people in danger of, and did die as a result of, genocide, I see no reason why not the decision-makers of the
few transnational corporation for withdrawing help from the sick, and poor, people - if the test were
reasonable foreseeability of death.

My half-year experience of the Jessup Competition had passed and I don’t foresee any possibility of
another participation in any such international law moot court competition. Nonetheless, it has opened my
eyes to the international arena.
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Hong Kong Student Law Review

was founded in 1994 by a handful of HKU Law students and will be releasing the sixth volume
r@ Review, is fully written, edited, managed and published by the students of
the Faculty and provides a forum for law students to participate in the discussion of current issues
and to express their researched opinions on legal problems in a formal, academic manner. The

Editors strongly hope to foster an atmosphere where students will learn to be critical of affairs
that affect the profession or the law and to boldly voice their viewpoints through the Review.

Throughout the years, topics that have been covered in the Review have been highly diverse.
From discussions on China’s entry into the World Trade organization and the impact of the Appli-
cation of English Law Ordinance on Hong Kong during the Transition to post-Handover contro-
versies such as the Big Spender and the Right of Abode case, the Review focuses mainly on
matters affecting Hong Kong’s political and legal climate. Other areas such as equal rights for
homosexuals and the application of legal theories to the VCD situation in Hong Kong have also
received attention through our publication.

In 1999, the Editorial Team contributed an article to the Review on the legal position of
same sex marriages and will be writing a short comparison on the Adversarial and Inquisitorial
system in terms of the criminal litigation in the coming volume. It is the hoped that students of the
Faculty will be inspired by their initiation to submit articles on areas that they feel are of interest
or concern to them.

Volume 6 of the Hong Kong Student Law Review will soon be available and like the vol-
umes before, will be sent to universities abroad as part of our Review Exchange Programme. In
addition to being warmly received by other law schools, the Review also met with strong encour-
agement and support from the Faculty, persons within the profession as well as local law students.
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Law Cell

The Law Cell is one of the faculty based religious groups of the University’s Catholic Societ
(Katso) which consists of Catholic and non-Catholic students studying law. It aims at cultivatin
Catholic faith among its members and help-
ing them to live as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Cell Meetings and special activities

Members of the Cell meet regularly once a
week to share with others their experience
and thoughts in a religious but relaxing
atmosphere. During Cell Meetings, we will
also have bible sharing, hymn singing and
other activities.

FFM (First Friday Mass). November 2000

Throughout the year, there are many different special functions. These include the monthly Firs
Friday Mass, Feast of St Thomas More (Annual Installation), Passover Meal and Superpass Din
ners (¥Ji6R). We will also jointly organise programmes with other Catholic Cells (eg Socia
Science Cell, Medicine Cell) in future.

Membership

We welcome ALL Catholics and
interested non-Catholics to join
us. Special arrangements will be
available for non-Catholics on
request.

Contact
For queries, please contact the Cell

Convener: Paul Yu (9727-3315;
email: paulyu@hkusua.hku.hk)

Superpass Dinner ($3#£%). May 2001
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Law Fellowship
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Year 1: Jasmine Kun (92856373), Edith Lee (92214614)
Year 2: Bryan Lung (91952769), Choi Wing Kei (9424221 7)
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BBA(Law): Edmund Ma (90480926)
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Internationalisation: The Future of Hong Kong

Prof Johannes Chan
Head, Department of Law
University of Hong Kong

Recently I received an email from a senior counsel. He said that in the last few weeks he has
received half a dozen letters from HKU LLB students applying to be summer students in his chambers.
These letters did not provide the name or address of the writer of the letter. There was no addressee on the
envelope or in the letter. The letter was undated, and some of them were even unsigned. In short, our law
students did not even know how to write a proper letter. [ must say that this is not a lone experience. |
myself have received many similarly poorly written letters through my chambers (note that there is no ‘s’
for counsel and there is an ‘s’ for chambers) from students applying to do pupilage with me (obviously
without giving much thought to it). They are a recipe for disaster. If you are not even careful with writing
such a letter, how could you expect the reader of the letter to be impressed and to offer you a job?

This incident also echoes the general dissatisfaction of the quality of our graduates in recent years.
In almost in all social functions which I have attended in the last few years, the topic of the quality of our
graduates inevitably come up. I must immediately say that some of the adverse criticisms are utterly
unfair, and I have tried my best to defend our students. Most practitioners do accept that the top students
from our university are comparable with top students from any part of the world, but the average students
(including many 2(I) students) are clearly lagging behind the overseas students. The weaknesses they
point out are not so much about legal knowledge. English language ability is certainly an area of major
concern. Some law graduates are not able to draft a proper and grammatically correct letter, and their
reading speed is just too slow.

The most critical comment, however, is the inability to work independently. Many of my contem-
poraries point out that they have to give very detailed instructions to our graduates before the students
know how to start working on a job, whereas overseas students are more able to work with great initiatives
and independence with very brief ideas. When our students are given a job, the first thing they do is to ask
for precedents, to ask their friends, or even to ask their teachers. If they cannot find a relevant case, they
are stuck. Even if they manage to find something, the result is mostly in the form of a summary of the
existing work. They are weak in analysis, and are not confident in putting forward their own views. In
contrast, an overseas student will first go to the library, to do the research and the reading, to seek clarifi-
cations or to make queries on the instructions. They are stronger in analytical power, and can come up with
something which they think is right. More, they are prepared to argue and defend their work - a sign of
confidence and originality which is lacking in Hong Kong students.

It is also pointed out to us on many occasions that many overseas students have a broader view of
the world, whereas most local students never read international news (or news at all except entertainment
pages), let alone books or journals not required for their study. Very few of them have any view on current
affairs. Most of them have a very limited vision of the world, and are unable to work under pressure. Yet
ironically, they have an inflated sense of superiority. They are not aware of their own deficiencies (or
sometimes turn a blind eye to them), and are too ready to blame the system for treating them unfairly.

These are of course generalizations and not always fair criticisms on our students. Yet some of these
criticisms are certainly true and are indeed reflected in the studying pattern of our students in their under-
graduate years. We have heard complaints from students that we have expected them to read too much
DMs. So instead of trying to read as much as they can, their response is not to read them at all. In commer-
cial practice, you may be required to read 300 pages of prospectus or shareholders agreements just in one
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or two days, and in litigation, it is not uncommon that you have to read 15-20 cases just for a short point,
let alone long pages of evidence. How could you equip yourselves for such challenges in just two years’
time if you are not going to push yourselves now?

I have noted that many students are absent from class this semester. I have no difficulty with this if
you make good use of the class time to do your own study. Many years ago I had a student who told me
that he preferred to study one subject at a time. Thus, he would spend a month doing nothing but contract,
and unprepared for other subjects during that period. He did not follow our usual schedule; he read ahead.
He was sometimes absent from class, but when he was absent, he was working in the Law Library. These
days, the explanation given to me for absences in classes include: ‘I have to do part-time job’, ‘I have to
attend piano lesson °, ‘I over-sleep’, ‘I have to attend sports functions of my hall’, ‘I have not prepared and
therefore I think it is better not to attend class.” The question is why are you not prepared? After all, it is a
matter of priority. We all have 24 hours. The decision to do one thing is a decision not to do another thing
at the same time. Let me share with you my own experience. When I was in my student days and when I
decided to run for the LA Exco, I knew it would take up a fair bit of my time. So I just re-arranged my
schedule so that I have to cut down something else for my study to compensate for the lost time in matters
which I thought was important. I set aside most of the evenings (from 7-9:45 pm) in the Law Library when
I could concentrate on my study, and I worked in the Law Library during weekend if there was no LA or
Students Union’ or hall functions (I was on the Union Council as well as a resident of St John’s in my
undergraduate years). The lesson is: if you want to do more, you have to work hard and cannot be too
lenient to yourselves - there is no free lunch! I recall that during the period of my LA Exco campaign, we
had many long hours of campaign meetings. The AGM was very tough, with all members of the last
EXCO being regretted (except the Publication Secretary, who happened to be the current Dean). The
meeting ended at around 3 am. We had Trust tutorial at 8:30 am (8:30 tutorial was a norm at that time,
though it is virtually unheard of these days). We slept for two hours at the then Union Building, which was
now the Main Library Extension, woke up at 6 am and prepared the class at 8:30 am. The purpose of this
example is to illustrate that what lies at the heart of the issue is a question of attitude: you may choose to
sleep and miss the class, you may choose to attend the class half-awaken and not prepared, and you may
force yourselves to be fully prepared for the class. It is a matter of attitude and a matter of priority. What
would be your choice in such circumstances?

Another incident of attitude is that many students are now late for classes (and without apology).
Secondary school begins at around 8 am, and for years you have no difficulty in attending school punctually.
Yet as soon as you enter the university, 9:30 am is still too early. It is lucky if the lecture hall is only half-
empty at 9:30 am. Is it not a question of self-discipline and a sign of being unable to control your own
freedom? Last summer one of our students was always late for his summer job. The office hour begins at
9 am, and he was never in the office before 9:40 am. Two weeks later he was fired. Not long ago a
Government Counsel was publicly censured by the court for being late for 5 minutes in court. The real life
is far less tolerant than the university.

We try to address some of these issues through curriculum reform and change in teaching method.
When we move towards student based learning, we receive criticisms that students do not learn enough
from the teachers (meaning in most cases that teachers do not give a clear lecture on what the law is or to
give them an answer). We try to throw our students into situations which they have not learned in lecture
and ask them to work out the issues themselves. The result is disastrous, and the feedback is that how can
they do the exercise when we do not give them at least an outline of what the law is (when the outline can
easily be found in any textbook). Students are not confident that they can learn by themselves, and even
less confident of the work of the colleagues. In many overseas universities, students are confident of their
own work and pay great respect to the work of their colleagues. They learn from one another. Here,
teacher seems to be the only source of learning. Students complain about the workload, yet a survey last
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year shows that on average, our students spend only about 2 hours in their study every day. (In contrast,
the PRC students under the Postgraduate Diploma in Common Law spent an average of 6 hours per day
for their study.) Everyone seems to accept that spoon feeding is wrong, but time and again the complaint
is that there is not enough spoon feeding. From time to time we hear that a course is assessed by students
not on the basis whether the teaching is stimulating, but whether the material is neatly prepared and
sufficiently simplified so that you don’t have to read anything else or do any research.

In many overseas universities, the teaching material is nothing more than a reading list. DM is a
luxury that was introduced only about 10 years ago here. When I did Legal System (taught by Professor
Peter Wesley-Smith) 20 years ago here, the only DM we got for the whole year was a list of 15 pages of
cases and prescribed readings and nothing else. I could remember how we spent many evenings in the
Law Library copying and ploughing through the long list of cases in stare decisis, wondering how we
could manage to read over 30 cases a week and to survive the never-ending questions from the tutors. I
could also remember that the first reading list in Contract (taught by the recently retired Judge Downey)
contained 20 odd cases, and that was for the first week in the first year alone. Are we moving backward
now? Are the students now less competent than students 20 years ago? I think not. The difference is one of
attitude. Only a small percentage of students managed to get into the University in those days. They were
determined to prove that they were the best among the best. They were demanding on themselves, and
worked hard to excel themselves, not only in academic studies, but also in extra-curricular activities, in
social affairs as well as in arts and literature. I can seldom find the same determination to excel among
students these days. Too many students are too readily to be content to be among the mediocre.

It is probably a combination of all these factors that led the professional bodies, which are increas-
ingly dissatisfied with the quality of our graduates, to propose introducing additional qualifying examina-
tion immediately after the PCLL for entry into the legal profession. (Personally I don’t think an additional
examination will solve the problem.) The consultants of the Review of Legal Education will submit their
report in June this year. Among the recommendations are the lengthening of LLB to 4 years, abolishing
PCLL, and introduction of a professional qualifying examination immediately after the LLB (the typical
passing rate of such examinations which are run by professional bodies in overseas jurisdictions is below
50%). The recommendations, if implemented, will have long lasting impact and serious consequence on
legal education in Hong Kong. They will no doubt affect some of you. Yet despite my repeated invitations,
I have no heard any student’s response to the consultation and the recommendations. I doubt how many of
you have read the consultation documents which have laid idle in the Law Library for months.

I think I have said enough of all the negative things. My intention is not to degrade you. Rather, I
sincerely hope that these remarks can provide you with some reflection. I believe very few people are born
genius. The success of most people is the result of hard working and an attitude to excel. What kind of
students and persons do you want yourselves to be? As China is emerging rapidly as one of the most
important economic regions in the world, and if Hong Kong is to maintain its competitive edge as a
leading hub in the region in light of strong competition, not only from Shanghai or Beijing or Guangzhou,
but also from Singapore, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, Korea, Australia, and even Europe and the US when
China accedes to the WTO, the only future for Hong Kong lies in internationalisation. We are losing our
competitive edge in the English, and possibly in the Chinese language. We can rely on our better legal and
economic system, but for how long? We still have the irreplaceable geographical advantage, as Hong
Kong is within hours to any part of Asia. We can only make full use of out existing edges by going
international, by making ourselves a truly international centre with an international outlook and perspective.
It also means that you are going to compete, not with your contemporaries, but with the best students from
all over the world. Are you adequately prepared for the keen and harsh competition that lies before you
only within months?
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Some Reflections on the Review of Legal Education

Prof Michael Wilkinson
Head, Department of Professional Legal Education
University of Hong Kong

Whilst wondering what I should write about that might interest you, I read a report in today’s South
China Morning Post saying that two consultants from Australia had just recommended the abolition of the
PCLL! That is certainly quite startling news and I thought you might welcome some comments to put the
news in perspective.

As I am sure you are aware, for some time the legal profession and the Judiciary have been con-
cerned about the quality of graduates leaving the PCLL to enter practice by way of traineeship or pupillage.
Their concern centred around certain capabilities (or rather lack of them) of our ‘finished product’. Some
say that our PCLL graduates lack the necessary skills to practise; in particular they have difficulty writing
good letters and drafting legal documents. Their interpersonal skills are also deficient. Added to this are
criticisms that the standard of English of some of our graduates is falling to levels which cause anxious
concern, this criticism has been applied particularly to advocates presenting cases in court. Finally too
many of our graduates are over-passive and lack the skill of critical thinking. This latter criticism is often
related back to the teaching methodology used in Hong Kong schools, where learning by rote and not by
questioning what one is told are considered proper.

So the ‘stakeholders’ in legal education, ie the legal profession, the Judiciary, the Department of
Justice, consumers and tertiary institutions jointly set up a working party to look into possible ways of
improving legal education. Two distinguished academics from Australia were appointed consultants and
given the task of investigating and identifying the problems, reporting on them and recommending ways
of improvement for the future. The investigation stage has now been completed and we await the consultant’s
report and recommendations. Preliminary feedback (which indeed may not represent the final
recommendations) is that the consultants believe that a four-year LLB would be preferable to a three-year
LLB followed by a one-year PCLL. By combining the two courses into a four-year curriculum would,
they believe, bring about a more cohesive programme of legal education. As for the PCLL the consultants
conclude that the course is trying to fulfil two purposes which are, to some extent, conflicting; they main-
tain that the course aims at instilling a great deal of black letter law on subjects such as conveyancing,
revenue law, commercial law and civil and criminal procedure whilst at the same time trying to teach the
necessary skills required for practice. The consultant’s view seems to be that skills could better be incul-
cated by way of a legal practice course of about three months duration established down-town and that that
part of the PCLL which concentrates of teaching black letter law should be transferred to an extended
four-year LLB. The outcome would be a period of legal education lasting four and a quarter years to
replace the present four-year period. Overseas entrants would no longer have to take the PCLL but instead
be required to pass a ‘conversion’ course, probably of one academic year’s duration. It is not clear whether
this conversion course would be conducted within a University or by outside providers.

What is our position on these reforms? The Faculty of Law met in February to discuss what our
reaction to such a proposal should be and we decided that we are likely to take a stance of supporting the
continued existence of the PCLL. But my message to you is this. Don’t worry! I confidently expect that
any changes which might eventuate as a result of this consultancy report will not detrimentally affect you.
L also believe that the consultants have the best interests of legal education and university students at heart.
It was time for a proper and objective appraisal of our legal education which is now thirty years old. Let us
await the outcome of the working party’s deliberations with a confident expectation that the standards of
legal education will be improved and the education you receive will even better equip you to fulfil a
meaningful and satisfying role in the legal community.
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Some Reflections on the Future of
Legal Education in Hong Kong

Mr Herbert Tsoi
President, Law Society of Hong Kong

As the President of the Law Society of Hong Kong, I have been asked to make a contribution on
behalf of the Law Society to include in this report.

I am glad to take this opportunity to say something about the Law Society’s vision for the
future of legal education in Hong Kong. It is timely that I do so, as the legal community in Hong
Kong is about to receive a report from overseas consultants who have conducted a comprehen-
sive review of the entire system of legal education and training in Hong Kong.

There has been no such independent and comprehensive review of the legal education
system since that system was established over 30 years ago. Since then, Hong Kong has under-
gone significant change, not the least being its reversion to China. There are many more chal-
lenges ahead for Hong Kong as we enter the new millennium and as we embark upon a new role
in the emergence of China as one of the major economic and political powers in the world.

If we are to meet these challenges effectively, we must ensure that the quality of the legal
services we provide is up to world-class standards. The quality of the services provided by law-
yers is, to a significant degree, the product of their legal education and training. Thus, we must
ensure that our system of legal education and training is also world class.

Now more than ever, it is incumbent on the stakeholders in the legal education system to
put aside any self serving and short term interests and to work together to put in place the best
system of legal education for Hong Kong capable of meeting the challenges of legal practice and
the needs of Hong Kong well into the 21st century. This will require courage and conviction to do
the right thing for Hong Kong, and to not let the significant opportunities that are presented by
this review pass us by.

I hope that when future generations of lawyers in Hong Kong look back on the events

following this review of legal education and training they will be able to say that those entrusted
with determining their future were up to the challenge.
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Transitions

Janet Burton

Lecturer

Department of Professional Legal Education
University of Hong Kong

I have been a teacher of law, in the specialised area of legal practice, for 12 years now, first in Australia
and then for over ten years in Hong Kong. Before that I was a solicitor in Sydney, Australia, for six years.
There have been quite a number of transitions for me during my working life in the law. My initial aca-
demic training was in archeology, especially prehistoric archaeology, which involved a minute inspection
of the last debris of early human kind to try and interpret the history of early man.

In my lectures and tutorials every week I see in front of me many young (and some not so young)
faces, mostly eager to learn the ways and means of what they hope will be their future careers as a lawyer.
I often wonder what that future career will bring them; what transitions will happen in their lives.

At this time I also reflect back as to what attracted me to the practice of law in the first place, and
what had I found in the law to be of interest to have kept me in this area for so long. Twenty years ago, in
Australia, it was still novel for women to enter the legal profession, but there were a few women legal
luminaries, such as Dame Roma Mitchell in South Australia, and Elizabeth Evatt, former Chief Justice of
the Family Court of Australia, both of who were an inspiration to women of my generation. In Hong Kong,
Margaret Ng and Audrey Eu are women of inspiration and worthy role models, too.

Actually going through the law school, which in my case was the Australian National University in
Canberra with such well renowned classmates as Andrew Byrnes and, a little before my time, the well
known Hong Kong tax expert Andrew Halkyard, proved to be the most difficult period of my legal career.
Those endless hours spent in cavernous libraries surrounded by great piles of law reports, long into the
night when my time could have been spent on some more interesting pursuits. Those lectures on subjects
that seemed dry and distant, the principles of Volenti non fit injuria, and Res ipsa loquitaor; “What are they
to do with real life?” I asked myself. I could not even pronounce the words, never mind understand the
language.

What had I got myself into? My early years as a junior solicitor in legal practice were not a lot
better. I first joined a middle-sized commercial firm, as a very, very junior solicitor, assisting a partner in
equitable mortgaging. There were only 3 female solicitors in the firm which accounted for at least 35
solicitors. The attitude towards women in practice in those days was ambiguous at best where many men,
like the Senior Partner whom I worked for, perceived women as secretaries or in supportive/ancillary roles
in the firm, and not as professional equals (albeit very junior ones). Communication was a major problem
with my Senior Partner. He could not talk to me as a solicitor, and I was terribly in awe of him.

[ found myself working in a lonely office with very little communication with the outside world
except via the telephone to a few institutional clients. Hey, this was just like the law library! There must be
more to life than this! So I decided to change. I left the hub of the downtown commercial world, and, with
the encouragement of an old university friend, joined the Australian Legal Aid Office. I could not have
expected a greater change in my working life than this one. I came into contact with worldly reality head-
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on. In the Legal Aid Office in Sydney, we handled two kinds of work. We managed referred files, i.e. files
for clients who had private solicitors acting for them and for whom my sole responsibility was funding.
We also met clients directly who walked off the street seeking advice and assistance, and, in some cases,
became our own personal clients.

My first interview with a client was a real eye-opener. He was a young man who wanted advice on
behalf of his girlfriend who was too shy to come to the Legal Aid office. His girlfriend wanted to know if
she could sue a local magazine, of dubious local repute, for defamation. She was quite a well-known
dancer and her boyfriend showed me her photograph. She was stunningly beautiful. She had been inter-
viewed by a journalist from the magazine who described her in the article as a “transvestite now a success-
ful dancer”. As her boyfriend explained, she was, in fact, a transsexual, NOT a transvestite, a term which
she found particularly distasteful and damaging to her self-image. Oh goodness me, I said to myself, they
did not cover this topic in the law of defamation in my law school! This required a good bit of novel
research before I could give any kind of informed advice.

I soon discovered that the skills that I had been taught in my legal practice course (also at the
Australian National University) did not quite equip me for all eventualities that I would meet in practice.
On one occasion a man came into my office carrying a can of peaches. He showed me the can and the
writing on the label. He referred to a name that was the name of a well-known brand of producers of
canned peaches in Australia. He then showed me a very tattered and not clearly decipherable document,
which he said was a copy of his mother’s birth certificate. He pointed out his mother’s first name, which
closely resembled the name of the producer of the peaches, which was in turn clearly stamped on the can.
The man then told me that, because the names were the same his mother was, in fact, the daughter of the
man who produced the can of peaches and, as her son, he was the heir to fortune of the man who produced
the can of peaches! This was where the difficulty began. When trying to point out the unlikelihood of any
degree of biological connection based on the evidence before me, the man started becoming very agitated,
banging the can of peaches on my desk, raising his voice and screaming at me, then standing up and
waving the can of peaches in the air. It was very alarming!

What to do now? My brief course in negotiating skills did not suggest any immediate solution. I
pressed the alarm button which was placed under the desk (at that time interviewing officers were placed
in a room with specially equipped desks just in case there were violent clients). But to no avail. I did not
know at the time that the electric cable had been cut that very morning because workers were repairing the
wiring in the building. Fortunately, a colleague in the next room, on hearing the commotion, came into the
office and between us we were able to talk the man into a state of calmness. I have never forgot the value
of acquiring good communication skills.

The experience which had the greatest impact on me, though, was acting for parents in the specialised
Children’s Court in Sydney. This was a jurisdiction where children who were deemed to be in need of
care, usually on the basis of being neglected, were brought before the court whereby the court would then
make orders concerning their future care and accommodation.

As a Legal Aid Officer I acted on a pro bono basis for the parents of these children. This would have
to be one of the most emotionally charged, pathetic jurisdictions which could possibly exist. I was con-
fronted on a daily basis with children who had been beaten, abused, burnt or just generally neglected,
often suffering major injuries, while with some who were just naughty using social workers as a means of
obtaining retaliation against their parents. And my clients were these children’s parents. My initial reac-
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tion was one of revulsion against my clients. How could these things happen in our so-called “enlightened
world”? But I was a solicitor, and had an obligation to act professionally for the best interests of my
clients.

After a time, I realised that the world, and the people in it, could not just be divided into black and
white, good and bad, innocent and guilty, categories. A lot of my clients were very sad, diminished persons,
many of whom, being in impoverished situations, could not cope with the demands expected of them (Not
all of them though!). The victims, often without any deliberate malice, were the children. These were
situations where the law intervened to achieve a specific purpose, but could not resolve the underlying
problems that were social and personal in origin. In many cases, I felt that my knowledge and skills as a
lawyer were useful and that I could provide advice, not always legal, that could assist people. I also
realised that the law was very limited in its capacity to achieve true justice in this world, but just a state of
truce.

Now I had definitely found a world very different to the limited confines of the law library, and the
premises and norms of the law, that I had read about, started making some sense, though the law in
application did not always coincide with the law in principle.

The Australian Legal Aid Office ceased to exist, and a new, more political structure of legal aid
funding commenced in Australia. It was time for me to make a new transition. I could not even contem-
plate returning to the world of legal practice in a commercial law firm. I had “been there and done that”.
With some other friends from the Legal Aid Office, I went to the College of Law in Sydney, and became
an instructor on the Legal Practice course teaching litigation. From there, I moved to Hong Kong, again
teaching litigation on the legal practice course, the PCLL, at the University of Hong Kong.

I don’t have clients anymore. At times I really miss this kind of relationships. During my years as a
solicitor for the Australian Legal Aid Office I met some very interesting people mostly, though not always,
as clients. I will never forget the old lady who came to ask me to help her draft her will. She was 85 years
old and had been born in Russia. She had left Russia with her parents when she was a child during the
Russian Revolution in the early 1900s and lived in Shanghai as a young woman. She then married and
came to Australia with her husband who was now dead. She was fiercely independent and loved life, even
though she had lost a great deal that was valuable to her, including her cultural heritage. She had been a
part of some of the great historical events of the 20th century. To me, these kinds of experiences with
people were the most valuable that I have had.

I miss the friends whom I made at the Legal Aid Office, colleagues with whom I shared many
dramatic experiences and with whom I am still very good friends. That bond will never go away.

Teaching is very different again, and has many different rewards. So when I look out at my students
during my lectures, at their eager (and some not so eager!) faces, I wonder where their careers will take
them. The practice of law can open many doors, and not just financial. It can take you to many interesting
places. I do not regret my choices that I made, and am grateful to whatever god exists in the universe, that
I have had the opportunities to practise and to teach what had been given to me. I hope that my students
will be as fortunate as myself.
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My Experience of Learning the Common Law in a
Second Language

Guanghua Yu
Associate Professor
Department of Law, University of Hong Kong

I was born and grew up in a small town in China. My short education of ten years from primary school to high school fell
exactly during the Cultural Revolution. One third of the time was wasted due to political events. The limited English I
learned was some slogans of political nature. Unlike the current generation of high school students, students in my period
did not have the chance of entering universities right after graduation from high schools. This led me to a production team
(village) in a commune to receive “re-education” from the farmers. Only at the end of 1977 when I left the village to work
in a factory did the universities start to be open to high school graduates and former graduates.

My interest in receiving university education drove me to learn English at the age of 20. At that time English
became one of the subjects for the university entrance examination. Learning by myself was certainly not efficient, but it
was adequate for me to pass the university entrance examination. After entering Shanghai Maritime Institute, I received
some formal training in English. Nevertheless, we never got any opportunity to put our English into practice. We rarely
talked to and wrote assignments for native English speakers.

At the beginning of 1987, I earned an opportunity to read my Master of Laws (LLM) at Osgoode Hall Law School
in Canada. The difficulty of learning the common law in a second language was obvious. I was not able to write down notes
in lectures and seminars. While I was able to understand what the professors said during classes, my memory did not last
very long as I could not remember much days or months thereafter. Despite these difficulties, I attended all the interesting
courses I chose. The options of assessment methods available to third year students and postgraduate students were enor-
mously helpful. I chose to write essays for the credit courses needed, together with a thesis, to comply with the requirements.
Writing essays gave me the advantage of controlling my time allocation. It seemed to me that finishing my master degree
appeared to be easier than I had expected.

It was at the University of Toronto that I managed to do an LLB while doing my doctoral studies. The difficulty of
learning in a second language did not end at my master level. I encountered two further difficulties in my studies at the
University of Toronto Law School. One difficulty was in writing critical pieces for courses in my postgraduate studies,
which requires very good command of English. My recollection was that the quantity of reading materials was three to five
times that assigned to our students in the Faculty at the University of Hong Kong. Many reading assignments were very
difficult to students who were not familiar with the Western legal culture. Despite the difficulty I faced, I completed all the
assignments. Reading the influential pieces was considerably helpful. The internationally acclaimed legal scholars such as
Professors Michael Trebilcock and Ernie Weinrib, and the eminent young legal scholars including Professors Bruce Chapman,
Ronald Daniels, and George Triantis gave me long lasting influence. With the deliberate shift away from its concentration
on practical legal training, interdisciplinary studies at the University of Toronto Law School have become increasingly
important, providing students with enormous judgmental power.

The other difficulty I had was in writing the traditional examinations for my LLB studies. But it turned out that the
difficulty of using a second language also gave me the greater opportunity to improve myself in a very challenging
environment. As a minority foreign student, I had no say on whether the teaching of a particular course was too demanding
or not. As a matter of fact, I never complained of any teacher’s teaching method. The reading assignments were very
helpful in assisting me to enhance my analytical skills and judgmental power. Preparing notes also appeared to be fruitful
not only for my LLB studies but also for my future development.

Learning the common law is not easy. Learning the common law in a second language is even more difficult. A
positive attitude is to face the difficulties and to find ways to overcome the difficulties. My personal experience is that
meeting the challenge is the best way to improve oneself in the long run. I also find that concentrating on practical legal
training in law schools is not necessarily able to guarantee that the graduates are of high quality, just as predominantly
emphasizing on teaching may appear to be counterproductive. In the end of the day, it is the influence of a law school that
matters.
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In the Cradle of Our Nation’s Birth

Perfecto G. Caparas II
LLM student

We cannot die, Kasama,*

in our youth we had dared
to endure the blaze
of scorching earth;,

built bridges with our hearts,
arms and feet
between distances
of multitudes,

we 've conquered
our narrow, shallow concerns
seeing ourselves
as tiny stalks brought forth
by our hungry land
to soar and glide
in the winds of freedom
unfettered

we 've quenched our thirst
with promises of liberation
nursed in our hearts
rent by filth

of sufferings and tears

we 've photographed
in our mind’s eye
our bony children,
naked, awash with dusts;
hairs made dry
by warm winds,
radiant sun,
robust earth,
nourishing water
from wellsprings we 've dug
with the collective strength
of our bare hands,
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stomachs that bloat
with hunger
want
disease
flies and worms

and the stench of death
that hovers upon our children
all the more stokes
the embers
of revolution
in our fists

the children of the land
are soaked
in the blood
of our forbears -
heroes and heroines,
sons daughters
who 've ennobled
our race
with their resolve to sail forth
in protracted warfare;

vet still unvindicated
due to our forgetful selfishness,
shadowless existence

in the womb of our youth
we nurture our faith
eternal as the vast panorama
of the open universe
limitless and boundless abyss
of our undying quest
for the humanity
of our sons daughters
our mothers fathers
of men and women
of children
of birth.

- The author, a Filipino lawyer, is a former columnist of the Philippine Post and ISYU Newsmagazine and of The

Manila Times. He also served as a reporter of Ang Pahayagang Malaya and Manila Times. He is currently complet-

ing his Master of Laws in Human Rights at the University of Hong Kong and is recipient of the Human Rights

Fellowship Grant from the Asia Foundation. He is a columnist for Pinoy Gazette.

* Kasama is the Filipino word for “comrade”
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Political Power of Culture -
People Power in the Philippine Context

Perfecto G. Caparas II
LLM student

The EDSA! people power - viewed as the culmination of our people’s long-running collective struggle
and effort, both in the undérground and legal arenas, to oust the despotic regime of former President
Ferdinand Marcos and his coterie of cold-blooded torturers and killers in the police, military, and
vigilante death squads - has imbued the national soul with a certain level of critical and vigilant
attitude towards the crucial affairs of government. The tyranny and abuse that had characterized
Marcos’ 14-year strongman rule taught our people that, absent their own critical and dynamic vigi-
lance and involvement, national leaders may tend and be able to abuse their powers and privileges, to
the people’s own despoliation and detriment.

It is in the people power of EDSA that our people reclaimed what rightfully belong to them as
their own birthright - a government that truly serves as a vehicle for the effective advancement and
promotion of the collective interests and wealth.

Never could we downplay and underestimate the impact upon our own political culture of the
EDSA people power, especially as it reasserts its own vibrant spirit and force in the ongoing political
drama that is proving to be a defining moment for the whole nation.

As a political process, people power is doing a nation a great service in spelling the doom of
traditional, elitist politics in our midst. It dramatizes both the power of the pen and the clenched fist in
defending and protecting our own people against the foray of their trusted officials and leaders into
the national coffers. It warns them of the serious implications, risks and dangers ensuing from their
own officials’ sins of commission and omission.

Through this dynamic political process, the principles of transparency and accountability be-
come more ingrained in our own political culture, thereby emerging as a powerful force to reshape
and provide greater impetus for the achievement of a more people-oriented government.

Erap? Embodies Our Political Culture
Erap is being pilloried.

Yet he is playing a very critical role for the collective evolution of the Filipino people as a great
nation. Remember, his ascent to political power is phenomenal, coming as it does with the electorate’s
implicit repudiation of the brand of politics espoused by his immediate predecessor, Fidel V. Ramos.
This, as seen by the people’s flat rejection of Jose de Venecia, Ramos’ anointed political successor,
during the May 1998 elections.

" EDSA refers to Epifanio delos Santos Avenue, a highway which served as the actual and symbolic situs of People
Power I in February 1986 and People Power II in January 2001
? Erap is the nickname of former Philippine President Joseph Ejercito Estrada. It is the Filipino term for “pal”

(“pare”) in reverse order.
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Happening as it does, too, with the Filipino masses’ rejection of the likes of Sen. Raul Roco and
Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago, with whom, owing to their much-flaunted intellectual prowess and
academic verbosity, the masses could not identify themselves, and in fact, feel very much alienated,
and intimidated.

Erap’s ascendancy to the peak of his political career - even though practically everyone had
been belittling and ridiculing him for his supposed notoriety for “carabao” English - bespeaks of the
masses’ regurgitation of the politics of the elite. In Erap, the womanizer, gambler, drunkard, the
masses had found a person with whom they could closely identify.

But there’s more to Erap than his own admission to being a womanizer, drunkard, and gambler.
Erap’s own frank admission, without being apologetic and contrite, to his living a life of vice and
seemingly reckless abandonment, so typical of the lifestyle of a movie star, had all the more endeared
him to the masses. For with his own admission to his own personal weaknesses and frailty, Erap had
in turn displayed the virtue of truthfulness and candor. A virtue so much lacking among Erap’s rivals
who typify the traditional and elitist politicians, whose adroitness in the art of sweet-talking the masses
into electing them into office had already made the Juan and Juana dela Cruzes very wary. At least, in
Erap, there was no attempt to deceive what’s quite characteristic of the purveyors of elitist politics.

This also manifested the people’s political culture that puts premium on one’s own candor, to
the extent of admitting one’s own weaknesses and failures.

In terms of his political merits, Erap had a political track record that negates allegations of his
being bereft of any astute political sense and conviction that would empower him to deal with and
handle crucial political problems and issues.

Erap had fought tooth and nail against the retention of the United States military bases in the
country. He was even the most articulate among his colleagues in the Senate then headed by the
illustrious Sen. Jovito Salonga in popularizing the anti-bases stand by doing a movie starring himself
and Sen. Anna Dominique “Nikki” Coseteng which attacked the evils entailed by the presence of
foreign military bases in the Philippines.

Further, Erap’s own Senate bill meant to provide carabaos for the farmers - though seemingly
hilarious for urbanites - actually spelled life and death for farmers and indigenous peoples.

In the heat of the presidential polls, Erap’s rivals in the presidential seat had taken turns in
battering him for his weaknesses and vices, which all the more lent an underdog image to Erap. The
barrage of attacks against Erap had made him an outcast in the game of politics dominated by En-
glish-speaking politicians, making the masses further identify themselves with him.

The masses’ penchant for going for the underdog, however, does not completely explain Erap’s
political star. The mystique of Joseph Estrada, the actor, the Asiong Salonga3, has much to do with the
masses’ self-identification with Estrada. His action-packed movie had always depicted Erap as the
staunch fighter and defender of the poor and the oppressed, even outside the traditional and institu-
tional avenues whereby the poor and the downtrodden could seek redress.

*Asiong Salonga is the leading character in the movie of the same title starring former President Estrada. Asiong
Salonga was a street toughie in the slums of Tondo, Manila in the 1960s.
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Thus, the Church’s and his critics’ attacks against Erap’s own shortcomings had only resur-
rected the role-image of Erap as a wounded, blooded, defeated character in his own heart-rending
movies, however always managing to vanquish and defeat the enemies of the people in the end.

All that Erap had to do therefore was simply to capitalize on and transform this magical image
of himself that had captured the hearts and minds of the masses, of all ages, into an election formula
to catapult himself to power.

The masses’ own act of electing Erap as President, contrary to the sneering attitude of some,
however, does not constitute, or reflect, a poor, uninformed political judgment. It is, rather, a qualita-
tive leap in terms of the political maturity of the masses. With the masses, intellectuals at the Univer-
sity of the Philippines and personalities from civil society had cast their vote for Erap during the May
1998 elections.

In the eyes of the masses, Erap holds the promise to smash and destroy the vestiges of the
politics of the elite, who are in turn closely associated with the English-speaking bureaucrats and
technocrats.

In Erap, the masses had quietly reposed their trust in order for him to build up and establish a
new brand of politics that would not marginalize, but instead, provide room for participation and
involvement on the part of the common people, in the domain of politics.

Erap: Masses’ Fallen Angel

The broad masses of the people, who had rightfully credited themselves for the ouster of strongman
Ferdinand Marcos and Estrada by means of the phenomenal people power, are now assuming and
asserting a vibrant and active, and even critical participatory role, in the life of our national politics.
Together with a vibrant free press, the people are once again affirming what they had fought for in
EDSA, that symbolized the people’s long-running struggle against the Marcos dictatorship in the
form of workers’ strikes and barricades, guerrillas” mountain bases, students’ rallies and pickets, and
all the other manifestations and display of our own people’s courageous and wilful opposition against
the much-hated regime. They are now reclaiming a political vision that has yet to be spelled out in
concrete terms.

Yet, this political vision can be defined and interpreted by examining our own people’s culture
of universality and inclusiveness - tayo” or we, instead of “ako” or I; “sa atin” or ours, instead of “sa
akin” or mine - and a strong sense of transparency, openness, “pakikisama” or getting along,
collectivism, and community. What best explains the Filipinos’ natural ability to get along well with
people from all the other nations of the world?

Our own indigenous culture in fact has so much to do with the people’s repudiation of Erap by
seeking his immediate ouster.

Erap had betrayed the masses. But note as well that far from being cruel and harsh in regarding

him, our people would continuously shower and bless Estrada with their own understanding and
compassion for his own frailties and weaknesses. But staying in power he could do no more.
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Unpardonable for the people are Erap’s actions in providing multi-million palatial homes and
mansions for his numerous women and for pocketing more than P400 million in jueteng (the poor’s
illegal numbers game) protection money and for dipping his hand in the national treasury by raking in
P130 million in tobacco excise taxes, as [locos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson* had exposed.

For the “Boracay’> palatial home at 11th Street, New Manila, Quezon City and the sprawling
mansion in Wack-Wack Subdivision® symbolize a clear negation and betrayal of the people’s aspira-
tion for an emerging, though still undefined in concrete terms, brand of new, alternative politics, for
which they had elected Erap; for which they had ousted Marcos; for which they had initiated and
popularized throughout the whole world people power as a potent form of direct political action.

Erap’s and his own women’s perceived profligacy in office - amid the rampant homelessness of
our ubiquitous street children, the modern-day slavery of hundreds of thousands of overseas Filipino
workers, especially women, and the grinding poverty all over the country - has proven that what they
had sought to repudiate and negate during the May 1998 elections, the self-serving and greedy poli-
tics of the elite, was exactly what Erap, due to sheer human frailty and folly, had fallen for. The
masses, however, would also not fail to see the bootlicking cronies and friends of Erap who had
exploited to the hilt their own closeness and association with the “man of the masses” simply in order
to promote their own selfish designs and interests.

In no small way, the Erap jueteng, tax and mansion scandal would further deepen and entrench
in the national consciousness the unending quest and aspiration of our people for a new brand of
politics.

Far from diminishing their own hope and fervor in earning for themselves a truly pro-poor and
pro-people government, Erap’s own frailties and weaknesses as a national leader would but serve as
another grim reminder for the ever-growing need for the development of the people’s own alternative
brand of new politics, exactly the anti-thesis of Erap’s brand of elitist, traditional politics.

Filipino’s Concept of Justice: Core of People Power

The elections that were held in the aftermath of EDSA people power in February 1986 have
been imbued with a new streak in the people’s consciousness. This streak in our people’s political
consciousness is closely intertwined with our own indigenous culture as a people.

This critical politico-cultural consciousness and aspiration had driven our own people to over-
throw Marcosian rule. They have been very much fed up with the Marcosian politics that had been
marred with election fraud, enrichment in office, cronyism, profligacy, terrorism, and human rights
violations. For all these are anathema to our own people’s indigenous culture and value-system, which
are actually embodied in the revolutionary creed and teachings of our forebears, especially Apolinario

*Tlocos Sur Governor Luis “Chavit” Singson is the former drinking buddy and political ally of former President
Estrada belonging to his so-called “Midnight Cabinet” or a group of his drinking buddies who had supposedly
decided official policies during their midnight drinking sessions. Singson had exposed the latter’s alleged

involvement in the illegal numbers game

3 “Boracay’ is the name of the palatial home built for one of former Estrada’s mistresses according to the
Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism’s expose

® Wack-Wack Subdivision refers to an affluent residential area in Pasig City, Metro Manila where former President
Estrada had another mansion for another woman of his
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Mabini, Emilio Jacinto, and the original members of the Katipunan, who had valiantly fought for oyr
country’s deliverance from Spain.

Thus, people power serves as a collective act of negation, not only of Marcos but his particular
brand of politics as well.

However, to their chagrin, the collapse of the Marcos regime had failed to provide deliverance
to the masses from the clutches of self-enrichment and corruption and political marginalization, from
the time of former President Corazon C. Aquino up to the exit from power of former President Fide]
V. Ramos.

These still pervasive, notorious ingredients of traditional, elitist politics, whose evil Marcos
had epitomized, had strongly influenced the people in voting for Erap. Conversely, however, this act
of political negation constitutes an affirmation of our own core, fundamental values, as embodied in
our own indigenous culture, as a people.

And the political exercise, which is the EDSA people power, serves to further entrench and
inculcate in our national soul, in the realm of our political affairs and governance, our values and
culture, especially its underpinning character and ethos of universalism, inclusiveness, harmony and
peace based on fairness and justice.

It is in making a direct reference to our own indigenous culture, rather than in viewing our own
national history and affairs through Western lenses, that the people power and the unfolding political
events can be deeply and meaningfully explained. For all these events are defining moments for our
maturing nation.

The Filipino concept of justice as subsumed in our own indigenous culture explains well the
people’s wrath against the publicized extravagance and profligacy of former President Estrada’s women,
as well as his alleged act of dipping his hands in the national treasury by pocketing P130 million in
tobacco excise taxes and raking in more than P400 million in jueteng protection money. For our
concept of justice goes beyond the Western notion of justice and even ventures further into the area of
mysticism, humanity, fairness and reason. Our own notion of justice is inextricably intertwined with
and woven into the fabric of our own national soul and ethos. This is, as explained by foremost human
rights lawyer Sen. Jose “Ka Pepe” Diokno and as further elucidated upon by humanities professor Jun
de Leon of the University of the Philippines.

In his book, 4 Nation for Our Children, Diokno writes: “In summary, our language establishes
that there is a Filipino concept of justice; that it is a highly moral concept, intimately related to the
concept of right; that it is similar to, but broader than, Western concepts of justice, for it embraces the
concept of equity; that it is a discriminating concept, distinguishing between justice and right, on the
one hand, and law and argument, on the other; that its fundamental element is fairness; and that it
eschews privilege and naked power.”

Thus, we see our nation’s core values asserting itself in defining the shape and character of our
national life, by addressing pressing issues concerning Erap and his national leadership.

The oust-Erap movement to a large extent derives its own vigor and strength from the well-
spring of our own indigenous value-system and culture that remain intact and ingrained in our na-
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tional psyche, in spite of its non-articulation due to the pervasive, impeding and corrosive effects of
Westernized education.

This is an innate, homegrown culture that seeks to permeate our contemporary political life and
infuse it with a new, emerging brand of political culture which is in turn more responsive to and
reflective of our own people’s fervent hopes and aspirations.

This, as manifested in the people’s collective act of ousting Marcos, and until recently, in elect-
ing Erap as President; but now, in ousting him - though not necessarily hating and condemning him as
a person - from the Presidency.

This, although traditional, elitist politicians keep on undermining the developing critical con-
sciousness of the masses, particularly in the realm of electoral politics, by their usual resort to the
proverbial guns, goods, gold, and girls. For this emerging political culture stands anathema to the
politics of guns, goons, gold, and girls.

Thus, the paradigm, which political handlers, public relations experts, and psy-war operatives
utilize in examining and trying to manipulate the political directions and tendencies of our country,
can no longer be exactly appropriate and convenient for them to achieve their corresponding self-
serving political purpose. This, owing largely to the people’s active participation and involvement,
together with a vibrant and critical free press, is directing and shaping our national life.

Clearly, what underlies our people’s political act of ousting Marcos, in electing and, now, in
deposing Erap, is their own aspiration for an alternative, new brand of politics that truly represents
and seeks to promote and advance the people’s collective interests and will.

- The author, a Filipino lawyer, is a former columnist of the Philippine Post and ISYU
Newsmagazine and of The Manila Times. He also served as a reporter of Ang Pahayagang Malaya
and Manila Times. He is currently completing his Master of Laws in Human Rights at the University
of Hong Kong and is recipient of the Human Rights Fellowship Grant from the Asia Foundation. He
is a columnist for Pinoy Gazette.
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Coming of Age of People Power:
Legal Arguments in Ousting An Incumbent President

Perfecto G. Caparas II
LLM student

Was the resort to People Power in forcing him to step down from the Presidency violative of the
rules that allows former Philippine President Joseph Estrada or Erap to serve his full six-year
term? Could he only be ousted from office by means of impeachment? Does this necessarily
mean that other than through the impeachment process, the President cannot be forced out of
office?

This is how his apologists had sought to blunt the impetus of the then brewing oust-Erap
movement. Is People Power unconstitutional then? Or, is it rather an exercise of the Filipino people’s
fundamental human right to directly act and express their will on matters of governance? This, even
outside the express confines of the Constitution?

Does this violate our Constitution which expressly provides for impeachment as the only mode
of ousting the President?

Social Contract

The people - through their own plurality vote during the May 1998 elections - had reposed upon
Estrada the power and authority to govern, and that, implicitly, he can only be removed from office by
means of impeachment. This is the rule as embodied in the country’s Constitution.

Implicit, however, in the people’s mandate for Erap to govern is that he would carry out and
fulfill on behalf of the body politics the duties and functions of the Presidency in order to advance the
public wealth and interests. Hence, the six-year term hinges upon the President’s own conscientious
performance of his own mandate.

This is true in our Constitution. This is what the philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau’s theory of
social contract states as well. Erap’s power and authority as President rests and hinges upon the
condition that such power and authority would be solely and exclusively wielded and used for pro-
moting and advancing the people’s rights and interests. The objective for which these power and
authority had been conferred upon Erap reigns supreme and prevails over and above Erap’s occupa-
tion of the seat of Malacanang (Office of the President) per se. Clearly, whatever privileges this seat
of power carries with are but purely incidental to, and should not and cannot be used to counter and
undermine, the objective of advancing and promoting the national wealth and interests. And this is
what the People Power movement proclaims.

Thus, in case of any willful failure and/or breach to carry out and fulfill his mandate as President,
say, by a willful breach and betrayal of the public trust, the essence of the charges laid against Estrada
- his alleged involvement in the multi-million jueteng (an illegal numbers game) payoff and siphon-
ing off of P130 million in tobacco excise tax, among others - he could be ousted by means of
impeachment.
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Direct Political Action

The question, however, is that, outside the impeachment procedure, does the Constitution bar our
own people from resorting to and exercising initiatives meant to achieve the aims and ends for which
the impeachment procedure had been instituted?

Are there, outside the mantle of, though not necessarily contrary to the letter, spirit and intent
of, the Constitution, parallel measures which our people themselves as citizens could resort to and
avail of in order to achieve the express aims and spirit behind the institution of the impeachment
procedure?

Are such initiatives legally tenable? Could our own people resort to the one million email
signature gathering campaign aimed at demanding Erap to resign? Or resort to demonstrations calling
for his ouster?

Clearly, these are within the ambit and protected by the spirit, as well as the letter of the
Constitution, as evidently constituting a valid and legitimate exercise of our own people’s constitu-
tional right to freedoms of speech and of assembly.

The resounding calls for Erap to step down from office had proven to be a formidable expression,
and representative as well, of popular public opinion finding Erap unfit for the Presidency.

Two years into the Presidency, Erap had proven to all and sundry, for instance:
* How he could disdainfully clamp down on critical members of the press as well as

* Nurture and enhance his own women’s profligacy and extravagance as borne out by the
expose by the Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism on the mansions bought and/or built
apparently for his own women, and

* Promote the self-serving schemes and designs of his own cronies, as well as gambling and
drinking buddies.

The people’s resort to the bar of public opinion clearly falls within the range of the legitimate
and valid exercise of our own people’s constitutional rights to freedom of speech, expression, assembly,
as well as right to demand transparency and accountability on the part of no less than the highest
official of the land.

Vigilance
We see in People Power a vigorous, potent, and inexorable exercise of our people’s democratic
right and freedom, outside the halls of Congress - though complementing the impeachment process

initiated in the House of Representatives - that is clearly anchored on and supported by the funda-
mental law and democratic spirit of the land.

Based on these premises, Estrada had continually found it sounding more hollow, day by day,
even to himself, to persist in bellowing out the line that he had had the mandate to govern as the
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President.

For ultimately, it is the people’s will, whether exercised directly or through their own represen-
tatives in Congress, that would, and should, prevail in a democracy, The latter being pathetically
unreliable owing to their continual obsession with their own selfish vested interests.

For to argue otherwise would be to blunt the power and vigor of our own people’s vigilant and
direct effort in safeguarding and asserting the national interests by directly holding Estrada to account
for his own actions and behavior in office.

And this, this power of our own people to hold their own public officials - whether appointed or
elected, from the lowest to the highest - accountable for their actions and behavior in public office,
and which principle of accountability also extends to any action and behavior that can be reasonably
demonstrated to have a bearing and impact upon the national interest and well-being, and vice-versa,
is clearly provided for under the Constitution.

Thus, it can be argued that, while the Constitution expressly provides only for impeachment as
the mode under which President and other government officials, including those appointed such as
the honorable justices of the Supreme Court, can be ousted from office, the people are not estopped
from, much less stripped and bereft of any right, power, and authority, directly and expressly seeking,
by their own creative, mass actions - that concretely express their own popular political will and
sentiment - the aims and purposes for which they, through the 1987 Constitution, had instituted the
impeachment procedure.

This must necessarily be the case, for the Constitution likewise provides for a system of
referendum, initiative, and recall whereby the people themselves could directly express their will and
legislate as well as oust any incumbent elective local government leader. What People Power demon-
strates before the world is that - in spite of the shortcomings and unfulfilled promises of People Power
in February 1986 - the vigorous, militant, yet peaceful characteristic of this creative people’s show
and display of their own will and power, remains very much alive and a real force to contend with,
especially by unscrupulous politicians and opportunistic leaders.

Hence, People Power does not subvert, but rather strengthens the very foundation of our country’s
constitutional democracy.

Moreover, the People Power movement’s own recognition of the constitutional process is very
evident. Estrada’s own act of stepping down from office had paved the way for the operation of the
constitutional provision on succession, that is, for President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to assume the
Presidency during the remaining four years of Estrada’s six-year term.

The people’s wrath as manifested in the People Power movement serves as a wake-up call to
politicians of all shades and hues that the Filipino people had already finally waken up from their own
self-debilitating lethargy in critically monitoring and scrutinizing the way their own leaders are man-
aging their own national affairs.

The People Power movement demonstrates to all and sundry that the people themselves could
directly and militantly act on matters of governance even on a national level, if necessary.
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Thus, the movement’s own potential for empowering the people in organizing and mobilizing
themselves in further holding other national and local government officials accountable for their own
actions and behavior that affect the national welfare can never be underestimated in the years to come.

Truly, this expression of the people’s wrath against Erap’s own palpable display of his own
reprehensible brand of cronyism, nepotism, as well as hooliganism, only serves to strengthen and
institutionalize in the Philippine society a tradition of vigilance and militancy in monitoring as well as
demanding full transparency and accountability on the part of all government functionaries.

Sovereign Power

The People Power movement serves to heighten the people’s own consciousness about their own
power and capability to collectively act and direct the course of their own history, and in order to
assert and press for their own democratic rights as well as entitlement to a transparent and account-
able government.

This could only strengthen the Filipino people’s own democratic tradition.
On a long-term basis, thus, this movement would surely redound ultimately to the public good.

This movement also carries with it the potential of banishing the well-entrenched grip and
stranglehold of traditional politicians - or those who regard public office as nothing but a personal
privilege with which to whimsically and capriciously dispose of goodies and spoils among their own
families, friends and cronies, to the detriment of the national wealth - from our own political life.

For even as our own people had reposed upon our elective representatives in both the Senate
and the House of Representatives the power and authority to rule the nation - particularly in the
legislative arena - this is not tantamount to an abdication of their own right, power and authority to
directly and vigorously act on matters of pressing national concerns, such as, for instance, those
involving the competence and fitness of our own President in promoting and advancing the national
and collective interests and welfare.

True, the impeachment process as laid down by the 1987 Constitution provides for the institu-
tional route along which to hold the former President accountable for any act of betrayal of his exalted
office, with the members of the Senate serving as members of a jury who would ultimately determine
his own culpability for high crimes committed against the people.

However, beyond this impeachment procedure lies - and which actually underlies, and forms
the base, and breathes life and spirit to this same impeachment process - our own people’s collective
right, power and authority to directly and powerfully act, by any creative and proactive forms, on
matters that spell life and death for the nation.

There is therefore no way for the People Power movement to be stamped with the seal of extra-
legality.

The initiative could even be characterized as a form of a metalegal remedy, a phrase coined by
the late Senator Jose “Ka Pepe” Diokno, foremost Filipino human rights lawyer and one of the founders
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and moving spirit of the Free Legal Assistance Group (FLAG). Metalegal remedies refer to the gray
areas in the Constitution and the law, as regard those fields of action which are not expressly provided
for or allowed, on the one hand, but are not expressly prohibited or barred by the law or the Constitu-
tion either, on the other. Rather, these are forms of action that directly involve the masses of people as
the main actors/actresses in the theatre of political change.

A mere instrument of their own making, the 1987 Constitution, cannot and should not tie down
the Filipino people’s own hands in demanding their own President to step down from office.

The 1987 Constitution simply came in the heels of the staging of the phenomenal, peaceful
people power revolution as so-called, in February 1986, in order to regain their democratic rights and
freedoms by toppling down Ferdinand Marcos’ 14-year iron-hand rule.

It is actually in keeping, and in furtherance of, this fervent political tradition and exercise,
which is the people power, that our people again massed up in the streets, gathered electronic signatures,
and resorted to other creative forms of mass protest actions, both nationally and internationally, in
order to make the oust-Erap calls reverberate not only within the national frontiers but throughout the
whole world as well.

Once again, People Power shows to all and sundry the deadly potency with which peaceful,
direct political actions, in their various forms and nuances, can be mounted in order to counter and
defeat the emergence of national leaders who betray the people’s trust as well as undermine and ruin
the people’s fundamental interests and well-being.

- The author, a Filipino lawyer, is a former columnist of the Philippine Post and ISYU Newsmagazine and of
The Manila Times. He also served as a reporter of Ang Pahayagang Malaya and Manila Times. He is currently
completing his Master of Laws in Human Rights at the University of Hong Kong and is recipient of the

Human Rights Fellowship Grant from the Asia Foundation. He is a columnist for Pinoy Gazette.
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Life in Nottingham

Kerensa Chan
LLB II

Ring... off goes the alarm clock as I reached over with a groan to turn it off. After much effort, I
managed to drag myself out of bed and have a quick shower before heading down for breakfast as
lectures start early at 9am. However, this means that I have the afternoon free to explore the city.
I have got lost in the old and dark caves, gaped at the fascinating castle set on a hill and trekked in
the famous Sherwood Forest (where the tales of Robin Hood were set). Nottingham is a popu-
lated city with a vibrant nightlife. We even have buses that fetch us from our halls to various
nightclubs!

The First Week in Nottingham University

Before the semester formally started in late September, every international student is invited to attend the
welcoming program hosted by the international office. The main objective of this program was to famil-
iarize ourselves with the university and to have the opportunity to get to know other international students
before university life officially started. Last but not least, it was free!

It was useful to familiarize ourselves with
the university as Nottingham University is a huge
university consisting of three campuses: Univer-
sity Park (main campus), Jubilee Campus (new
campus) and Sutton Bonington Campus. In all, the
three campuses add up to 330 acres. Since it is
practically impossible to visit every nook and
cranny of the university within the few days in the
welcoming program, I decided to explore the main
campus as that is where the law school is situated.
The law school used to be located in the Trent
Building. I wished that they had not relocated the
law school last year as the Trent Building looks
very grand compared to the current law building.
The Trent Building has a certain kind of an old charm attached to it. As I had chosen to stay in Newark
Hall, which is in the Jubilee Campus, I took the hopper bus to check out the new campus. I found out that
my hall looks like a brand new hotel, with rooms on both sides of the corridor.

The next point about the welcoming program was for socializing. Since it was an international
week, you would be able to meet people from all over the world. Of course, the best way to know friends
was through the clubbing and pubbing activities that were held every night. Sounds exciting? Well it was.
For the hot-blooded males out there, they would find a wide assortment of girls in the clubs and bars. As
for the females, there were many well-built guys with floppy hair and sky blue eyes. However, there is a
condition attached: in order to make more friends, you have to be the one who takes the initiative to talk to
others. But I am sure this wouldn’t be a problem for us: enthusiastic, warm-hearted and smart looking law
students.
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How’s School Like?

The teaching method at Nottingham University is more or less the same as at the University of Hong
Kong. There are two lectures every week, an hour each, for every subject. The teaching method in law
school is akin to those we have back home except that
there is no such thing as duplicated materials (DMs) at
Nottingham. Consequently students tend to prepare for
a lecture by reading outlines instead of reading all the
materials beforehand. I personally prefer having the DMs
as I know what topic the lecturer would be focusing on
and secondly, it is easier to search for the necessary ma-
terials as I would know precisely what the lecture would
be about. I am positive that you do not wish to end up
photocopying the wrong or the ‘not-so-important’ ma-
terials because it is very expensive to do photocopies
here (5p/page). As the students here have a very nasty
habit of hiding the relevant textbooks, I suggest that if
you are looking for an important book, it is best to go early in the morning.

. . 5.
AT S
B RN

Tutorials are held every fortnight in the tutors’ offices. Be forewarned, do not be too thrilled about
the thought of such infrequent tutorials. As the tutors have given us longer times to prepare for our tutorials,
they demand more from us. For example, at HKU I tended to spend five to eight hours preparing for a
tutorial. But now, I have to devote an extra two to four hours. Not only that, due to the fact that there are
no DMs available, it takes an extra hour or two researching for reading materials in the library. If you do
not prepare for tutorials at all, not only will you be unable to understand the tutor, but also to participate in
the discussions. I have learnt my lesson the hard way as I had prepared for the wrong tutorial and realized
that I had made a fool of myself. So always be prepared and show others the HKU power!

How’s hall-life?

Hall life can differ between individuals as we stay in different halls. Perhaps, I should tell you about my
hall life in Newark Hall, Jubilee Campus. I bet some of you are asking: Why Jubilee and not University
Park?

I chose to stay in Jubilee campus as it is a new, state-of-the art campus, which costs about 50 million
pounds to construct. There are two undergraduate residential halls: Newark Hall and Southwell Hall. I live
in the former. It is a big hall with around 400 residents. All rooms in Newark and Southwell are single en-
suite bedrooms. Therefore, I do not have to line up to take a shower nor do I have to step out of my room
to go to washroom late at night, which is especially dangerous for a young girl. One word of warning
though, the hot water supply tends to run out after midnight. So if you wish to soak yourself in hot water
after an exhausting night out at the clubs, too bad.

Another advantage of living in Newark Hall rather than other halls on the main campus is that you
would get to meet a lot of other people from different faculties, for example, business and computer
science students. After all, the business, computer science and education schools are located in Jubilee
Campus itself. Is it not the essence of the exchange program to interact with all the students at Nottingham
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University regardless of their faculties?

Now here comes the most interesting part: nightlife around the halls. There is a bar in every hall of
residence on campus. Newark Hall has the biggest and newest bar of all, with a pool table, a projector big
screen TV, and a few video games machines. Parties are thrown by the Junior Common Room executive
committee once a term except for the fresher’s week
(the first week of school) when parties were held
every night with different themes. At the very mo-
ment when I am writing this article, the ‘Castaway’
party is being held in the Atrium (the dining hall)
and the bar. It is a big party where everyone is made
to dress up in Hawaii-printed clothes. There are a
few guys who rented a sailor suit and even a few
daring ones who are half-naked, with a small cloth
covering their important parts, running around the
place! Do not ask me how the girls are dressed as |
never really pay attention to the girls. It is only natu-
ral to check out the guys from a girl’s point of view

and vice-versa.

I enjoy my time spent in Newark Hall except for one problem. After a night out at the clubs, drunken
students have a tendency to set off fire alarms in the middle of the night. Imagine standing out in the
freezing cold clothed in only your thin pajamas impatiently waiting for the security guards to check each
floor and for the porters to reset the fire alarm. I can tell you, it is definitely not the most pleasant experi-
ence in the world. So it is better to be ‘fully clothed” (obviously this piece of advice applies to a small
proportion of those reading this article) for bed and have an extra jacket handy by your side.

A word of compliments

The above article sums up how life is like at Nottingham University. If [ had to write an in-depth article
describing every aspect of life in the UK, it would take more than a law report’s length to record everything.
Everything is new and refreshing here. I learn new things, meet different people from all walks of life, and
encounter lovely adventures everyday. What lovely adventures? Not telling. You must come and experi-
ence the Nottingham life personally.

Finally, I would like to take a moment and express my gratitude to Mr David Omerod, the exchange
coordinator and my criminal law lecturer, who has provided me with a lot of advice regarding module
selection and other academic matters. Unfortunately, the next group of exchange students will not be able

to meet him, as he has accepted the job as professor at the University of Hull.

Once again, special thanks to Mr. David Omerod for all the assistance he has provided.
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The International “Spy” Incident

Catherine Leung
LLBI

To be caught snooping around the Chinese coastline is apparently called “routine surveillance”
by the U.S. Is it not the same as saying “we are routinely intruding and violating your privacy’?
Evidently, all negotiations were carried out so as to preserve the China-US relations at all costs
and to prevent deterioration of it due to political and long-term economic implications that is of
mutual interest on both parties. However one must bear in mind that the very act of spying by the
U.S. destroys an element to which a relationship pertains. That is the basic notion of respect.

This whole affair was handled in high profile. U.S. President George W. Bush had resisted
to a positive and upfront act of apology initially. However, days drifted and Bush’s demands for
the “prompt and safe” return of the crew and that the plane be returned without “further damaging
or tampering” turned into an utter of “regret” which subsequently adjusted itself into a “sorry”
when justice was seemingly in favor of the Chinese.

At last, the U.S government has reluctantly spelled out an expressed apology and was passed
to the hands of Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan after days of firm standing on both Coun-
tries over the deadlock. The formal letter stated “Both President Bush and Secretary of State
Powell have expressed their sincere regret over China’s losses.” And on behalf of the United
States Government, they were “very sorry” for entering China’s soil and “very sorry” to the
Chinese People and to the family of pilot Wang Wei for their losses. Out of humanitarian grounds,
the U.S. crews were released.

Light must be given on the fact that the U.S. have not expressly said that they have taken up
the responsibility of the incident caused as that would implicitly imply that they were sorry to
have the spy plane up for reconnaissance activities. Then inference is made on the fact that to be
sorry means it would never happen again. But this is not what the U.S intended. They intend to
continue sending aircraft around the Chinese coastline for reconnaissance activities, but perhaps
be more aware and careful not to let accidents happen again whilst on their spying escapade. As
a result of this, further negotiations will continue and that it is not the “conclusion of the case” as
further issues ought to be dealt with as pointed out by the Chinese Embassy in response of the
letter issued by the U.S.
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Interview with Ms Audrey Eu

Personal experiences

From your curriculum vitae that you posted on
your website, we learnt that you have studied a
year of LLM before you took the Bar
Examinations, what made you choose to study a
master degree of law at that time?

Well, I decided to do an LLM for a special reason. I wasn’t
sure whether I could make it at the Bar. It was much tougher,
or then there were fewer certainties, I must say in the seven-
ties when I wanted to join the Bar because there were very
few women at the Bar. And of course you know, as a barris-
ter you have got to have cases referred to you from solicitors
and in those days most of the solicitors were men and it was

quite unthinkable for a male barrister to instruct a female

barrister in the court. So I was not quite sure whether I could
make it to the Bar and I decided that to be on the safe side I
should do a master degree and in case I couldn’t make it at the Bar I have an extra option of becoming a

law lecturer.

We knew that you have once been a District Court Judge for a few years after you have
become a Barrister for some years. How would you compare being a judge and a

barrister?

Yes I remember it was many years
ago when I was invited to apply to
become a District Judge in the sum-
mer but I didn’t meet the minimum
age requirement at that time. The
main difficulty of being a judge is
that I was asked to hear all the dif-
ficult criminal cases and I wasn’t
really familiar with them. I thought
that as judges it is important to spe-

cialize as well and therefore it re-
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ally wasn’t quite appropriate, economical or advisable for you to expect so much to learn as District

Judges. Therefore my main difficulty at that time was to really getting used to hearing criminal cases.

The other difficulty I had was trying not to fall asleep after lunchtime. Actually I rarely fell asleep
and Martin Lee asked me, “How come you never fell asleep in LegCo meetings?” I think there is a gender
bias that women tend more not to fall asleep then men. But what I was saying was that the one time I have
real difficulty trying to stay awake is when I was sitting as a District Judge that day, it was so difficult
trying to stay awake and listen to the arguments. The main difference of being a judge and a practitioner is
that as a judge you have to hear the arguments and make a decision but other than that there’s not much

difference.

We knew that you had also sit as a member of the
Law Reform Commission before. Which area of law

do you see now as the most in need of reforms?

That’s a very difficult question. A lot of areas need reforms. I
suppose one way in answering your question would be to say in
what areas there still need work to be done. I think environ-
mental protection is most needy of that. Apart from that, I think
another thing that needs to be done is to enact legislations to
encourage fair competition. Because in Hong Kong in many
kinds of trades and businesses there are too few participants,
which means it’s very easy to form cartels, to fix prices, to
manipulate and control the market, to stop people from coming

in and thereby not having any genuine competition. One vivid

example would be that if you want to do business in China you
often have to utilize the terminal services and Hong Kong has the highest Terminal Handling Charges in
the world because there are too few companies involved in providing this service. So this is one area

which is in need of reform.

There are many other areas where the law is less desirable. One of these is consumer protection.
Even if you say there is sanctity of contract, the parties of the contract are often of unequal bargaining
powers. For example, if you go to the bank and you want a particular service, you have to accept their
terms and conditions as stated in the documents, you could not draft your own documents. So I think for
businesses where there are already well-established companies, it is very difficult for new companies
which are smaller in size to compete with them. And much had not been done because people do not want

to “offend” the well-established companies. Nobody wants to run into problems with the authority basically.
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We know that you have been involved in many past community services apart from being a
barrister, and now you have recently become a member of the LegCo, could you share with

us your secrets of time management?

But the answer is I don’t. I have all the problems, all the
stress and try to do my best. And time is always not enough
for everyone. So here is the way I deal with stress: in general
I think there are many things that you cannot control and so
even if you have studied hard, that doesn’t mean your exami-
nation results would reflect your efforts. All the things in the
world are not within your control except one thing: that’s
how you feel. Whatever is happening around you, how you
feel is entirely up to yourself. People around you may say:
“Oh! You’ve had a great day” or “you are the most fantastic
person in the world!” But no matter what others say, if you
don’t feel that, what others say wouldn’t help you. And I al-

ways think no matter how terrible others are to you, if you

are terrible to yourself, do you know how stupid you are? So
I try to remind myself of these when things begets me or
when times are tough. I would try to say the same thing to myself. Keeping happy and feeling happy is one
thing that is very important.

The Political arena

How would you predict the political changes within 10

years time?

Well, you may say I am shortsighted or you may say I am non-
committal but I never feel that the future is really mapped out. I
remember when I was the Chairman of the Bar in 1997, because
of the handover, reporters all over the world came and asked me:
How do you think of the time after the handover? Optimistic or
pessimistic? I refused to commit not because I tried to be non-
committal or refused to answer their questions but I really don’t

think that the future is mapped out. Things in the world change

really fast and big events can happened overnight, especially for
a place like Hong Kong where there are always surprises, the same goes for the future. Future is there for

everybody to strife for and work for. But in the short term I think things are going to be a bit tougher
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because atmosphere in Hong Kong have changed over the past years. As you can see in 1997, everybody
was talking about stability and did not want to make changes, but now everybody is prepared to make
changes and they no longer think that changes don’t mean stability anymore. So I would say that one

would have to be prepared for changes in the near future.

Do you think Hong Kong would have a universal suffrage election for the Chief Executive in 2007?
Well, I think that’s something Hong Kong people have to work for. You know, things just won’t jump out
if you don’t ask for it. In fact I have once asked the Chief Executive (CE) for universal suffrage and he
said: “Audrey, people are not interested in this and there is no public demand for this.” So I think that’s the
way it is, if Hong Kong people don’t keep asking for it, I don’t think that’s going to happen or any change
to be made to our present system. If there’s no public demand for it, it’s not going to change, period. It’s

not how loud 1 or 2 people cry or protest or whatever; I think there has to be public movement for it.

I think this year and next year is going to be critical because there’s going to be election next year.
The natural question would be: Not 2002, but when? When are we going to have universal suffrage elec-
tion for the CE? And why? What is the pace and why do we have to wait? Is it because of economical
question or high IQ or low IQ? Why do we have to be behind everybody else for our election of our leader?
There will be discussions on this only when people raise it. If they don’t, then I don’t think there’s going

to be any discussions. It should concern everybody.

Would you run for election next term?

Yes and no. I don’t regard myself as a
politician even for now. I regard it as a
job which needs to be done. And I have
committed 120% of my time in LegCo
matters; I try to do a little bit of legal
work on the side. I think it helps me to
maintain my balance. | think maintain-
ing contacts in the legal profession is
good to me: a) I think it would help my
work in LegCo, b) it makes me feel [
haven’t really fallen out of it, if after 4
years I think LegCo is not really suited

for me, then I can always come back.

So I would like to have an option open

to myself.
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Now you are an independent LegCo member, how do you view other parties?

I think parties are very powerful in that they can move things along and they are more organized in doing
things. The fact that [ haven’t joined any political parties doesn’t mean that I dislike them or they are bad,
actually I admire them. Though they have their shortcomings they also have their great contributions. I

think it’s really personal that I haven’t joined any political parties.
How do you find your job as a LegCo member?

I don’t think I have difficulties in taking in different view-
points from others. Generally it so happens that others of-
ten have different visions and they are from different back-
grounds and I don’t think just because we are in LegCo,
we cannot carry out any civilized conversations. In court,
people are restricted to certain acceptable standards of
behaviour. But in LegCo sometimes people do flare up
for all sorts of reasons, and I try not to provoke others. If
disagree with the others, I would say: Well I don’t quite
subscribe to your point of view because of 1,2,3,4,5, with-
out saying: a) because you are stupid or b) because you
are talking nonsense. So in this way I try to deal with things
in a non-personal level. But sometimes I do find it hard to
have a civilized conversation in LegCo because sometimes
when people protest, they simply state their position and

walked out of the Council, or they went out to have a cup

of coffee, they won’t stay to listen to what others say. So
we very often don’t have a real debate in LegCo. So if you notice TV shots of LegCo, you’d find that quite
often the Chambers is less than half full because some people are simply not there. They just state their

position and leave.
Legal Career

Now for many young barristers, there’s a saying that there’s simply too much barristers
recently and competition is very tough if you want to become one. What do you think of
that?

I think it’s easy for people to say things when you look on hindsight. I think if at any time you want to

become a barrister, it always happen to be difficult at that particular time. Looking back the time in 1978,

you can now say that: Oh there are so few barristers! But my experience is that I have tried to apply to
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Chambers but I was refused entry to a particular Chambers. So that’s why I'm telling you that whichever
time you looked at, at the time it’s always tough. It’s always been the same in the sense that people who are

really good should go for it.

It’s very easy to tell whether a person is going to be a good barrister or poor barrister - it all depends
on the common sense and judgment of that person. It doesn’t matter whether you know the law or not
because a lot of people studied very well and they know all the rules and principles but if you ask him to
answer a simple question he would cite all the law in the world around the question but they can’t give you
the answer. Such a person has no sense or no judgment but that person wouldn’t know that because he
thought: “Oh I have cited 30 cases on the point and I must be a very good lawyer.” But if you look at the
question and his answer, you know that his answer lacks common sense. So if you think you are good it
doesn’t really mean you are good. but if you think you are not that good it doesn’t mean you cannot make

it. If you can afford the chance, then you should try it. The worst thing is to regret it.

What do you think about the meaning of taking silk for barristers?

I think people who take silk are the role models of the fellow barristers and they have a community
responsibility in that they should be involved in public affairs. Taking silk is often a goal for many barris-

ters and I think having a goal is very important. Even in everyday life, if you have a goal to work towards,

it really helps you much.
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GALLANT Y.T. HO & CO.
SOLICITORS & NOTARIES
AGENTS FOR TRADEMARKS & PATENTS

HEAD OFFICE
Jardine House 4th Floor, 1 Connaught Place H.K.
Telephone: (852) 2526 3336 Fax: (852) 2845 9294
KOWLOON BRANCH
Ritz Building 3/F, 625 Nathan Road, Mongkok, Kowloon
Telephone: (852) 2332 0751 Fax: (852) 2388 6470
TSUEN WAN BRANCH

Nan Fung Centre Room 1601-3B, 264-298 Castle Peak Road, N.T.

Telephone: (852) 2493 8277  Fax: (852) 2413 6159
YUEN LONG BRANCH

Hang SengYuen Long Building 6/F91-93 Castle Peak Road, N.T

Telephone: (852) 2479 4187 Fax: (852) 2474 6002
GUANGZHOU OFFICE

Suite 2651, Dong Fang Hotel, Liu Hua Road, Guangzhou, China

Telephone: 8666 9900 Ext. 2651
INTERNET WEB SITE
http://www.gallantho.com

E-MAIL ADDRESS

gyth@gallantho.com
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PERSONALITIES

At Lovells, personality is a key factor that makes our firm distinctive. Everyone who works here brings their own indi-
vidual style. But the combination of individual characters gives the whole organisation an exceptionally powerful corpo-
rate personality.

Many students choose Lovells for the following reasons :

« First class training opportunities « Involvement in real work with high-profile clients
e Stimulating open environment * International legal practice
 Outstanding breadth of practice * Commitment to growth

Lovells is a leading international law firm with 26 offices in Europe, Asia and North America.
If you are interested in finding out more about the people who work at Lovells or the opportunities
we have for vacation placements and training contracts in our Hong Kong office, please contact:
Head of Graduate Recruitment, Lovells, 23/F Cheung Kong Center, 2 Queen's Road Central

Tel: + 85228405022 Fax: +8522219 0222 Email: gradrecruit@lovells.com
Alicante Beijing Berlin Brussels Chicago Dresden Dusseldorf Frankfurt Hamburg Ho Chi Minh City Hong Kong London Milan Moscow
Munich New York Paris Prague Rome Singapore Tokyo Warsaw Washington DC Associated offices: Budapest Vienna Zagreb

www.lovells.com
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