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Well, so this is the end of second semester for our freshman year. Time flies, doesn't it?

And exams are coming Soon... )

Everyday when I go to the medical library, I s f0 eniors burying themselves in books to prepare
for open examinations. Some of them look ve ile so 1e of them look very tense. Their postures are
different as well--some sit quietly and concentr. '

even stand up and walk around to make sure ‘hdves fr : d.

Of course, some are too tired and fall asleep.

Whatever they do, I wish them good luck on beh:

Being a freshman, it is quite difficult to imagine hotv s@bst: itial the pressure our seniors are having for their
' and pressure, we have a much flexible schedule
in the new medical curriculum than they do. Howev also another challenge for us to see whether we

can discipline ourselves and make good use of the extra time.

The editorial board chose to dedicate their ti

much more smoothly than the first one. We ha

d that 's why this second issue comes along
ions and constructive crititcisms since the
last publication. All of these help us to impr aduceus to reach its full potential. We are
aware of the fact that it is impossible to grat f " yone, but e would try our best to do so. We have included
more new sections and some other new topi in this volunié, ope you will like them.

Anyway, a big thank you goes to our diligent edi% our readers and those who have assisted us in all ways in

the work of Caduceus Vol. 31 issue 2.
<P

i

Once again, enjoy.
Sun
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Driving Miss Daisy

Kicking down to third gear and hearing the roaring of the engine as you take over other cars on a highway in
your convertible on a fine summer's day is definitely every lads dream. In order for me to fulfil this ambition of
mine, about two months ago, I decided to sign up for some driving lessons.

As soon as I sat down at the enrollment desk, reality struck. I've realized that effectuating this dream of mine
was not exactly going to be cheap. On the contrary, it was actually the heftiest bill that I've ever signed with my
credit card. My hands were undergoing some kind of "transient neuromuscular disorder” while I was checking
for the twentieth time that the decimal place was in the right place.

Counting the days until my first driving lesson, I was extremely ecstatic. The image of me zooming away in
a high-speed convertible with a pair of shades and a dog on a highway just kept on creeping into my head
(especially during histology lectures for some odd reason!). However, when I arrived at the driving school, I've
realized that reality was far different from what I'd envisaged.

The simulator sessions were completely pointless. There was absolutely no interactivity between my steering
and the big screen (which incidentally caused me to suffer from neuralgia since the screen was constantly out
of focus).1did find it amazing though in meeting a fellow driving student who lacked the innate knowledge of
how to put on and wear a seat-belt.

My first in-car sessions were an absolute nightmare. Let's put it this way, the convertible that I'd thought I'd
be driving was replaced by a rickety lawn-mower (similar to a particular anatomy lecturer's excuse-for-a-car if
any of you have seen it before). The bonnet of the car was stained with rust, and the engine failed to function
if the air-conditioning was on simultaneously. Even with my absolutely "normal" BMI, the car had difficulty
starting on a hill.

But it wasn't until I got onto the streets when I fully understood the true complexity of the word "drive".
According to the Webster's Dictionary of the English Language, the word "drive" has the meaning of "to
control the course of a car, bus or truck" as well as "to impel by force, violence, threatens or shouts". Driving on
the road during rush hour allows you to experience both definitions in unison. To me, the phrase "to be driven
into a corner" took a whole new dimension.

Nevertheless, my driving skills have been constantly improving. A month into the course, | have now managed
to complete high-risk maneuvers such as breaking the speed limit, running a red light and almost hitting a
pedestrian-all in a single lesson, My instructor however, was noticeably not as enthusiastic as I was.

The moment of truth has finally come. Tomorrow is my very own "Independence Day". With my driving
exam in the morning and having to miss the lecture on pH and acid-base balance (which is actually not going
to be much of a loss). I would find out whether or not my driving techniques are up-to-par.

If 1 shall pass then I can finally have a chance of fulfilling one of my life long ambitions. Paradoxically
however, the road safety conditions around Sassoon Rd would then be highly questionable.

So who on earth is Miss daisy? Well, I haven't the foggiest idea!
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