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"Does any one have any rage against The Machine!?"

“RAGE (raj) - a state of violent anger.”
- Dorland’s Pocket Medical Dictionary 24th ed.

Indeed, rage and anger are probably the first impressions one would get when one
listens to the Los Angeles band Rage Against The Machine' (RATM) for the first time.
Unlike the audio material' presented by some singers in Hong Kong, RATM’s music has
no clement of love, romance, passion or adoration. They write and play music about one of
the more ‘alternative’ subject nowadays, namely politics. To many people music is merely
a form of entertainment or Jjust another way to relax. In addition to this, however, RATM
intends to exploit the full potential of music as another form of expression just like a book
or a movie. They use their music as a channel to convey their beliefs and opinions about
the past and current political movements and in the States and some of the South American
countries rather like the way an author uses his pen to express his ideas on paper. By
combining funky raps and hardcore guitar, the band succeeds in escaping the traditional
classifications of music into individual genres and indeed has proved to be highly popular
among the Western music scene.

One might, quite justifiably, ask about the possible relevance of the above
information to an average HKU medic’s well being. The relevance, one must understand,
is not as straightforward and plain as say, a chart of musculature innervation in an anatomy
textbook. The ‘Machine’ RATM refers to is the silent, invisible body who, without the
knowing and consent of the mass population, manipulates the future of a community
behind everybody’s back. This Machine takes advantage of the ignorance of the mass
population and make decisions, allegedly in the best interest of the mass population but
very often in the best interest of nobody except members of the Machine themselves.
Through these decisions made by the Machine, rights of the population are lost; interests of
the population are ignored. Who knows? the Machine might have betrayed the entire
community and sacrificed its people in order to please another political regime.

The Machine does not consist of some unknown dark characters who had been
living underground for the best part of their lives; No, they belong to the most respectable
and well-known sector of the population; often in positions of utrost responsibilities within
the community. Within this powerful Machine, there arc wealthy businessmen who own
most of the community’s realty; there are also politicians who could spontaneously switch
their political point-of-views to suit their own interests. But are they in any way
representative? Is their working in any way known or transparent to the rest of the
population? The answers are clearly NO.




.fff: B

This Machine sits somewhere, say, in a hotel and secretly determines the fate and
future of their fellow population and the community, according to some orders from
another higher and uglier regime. Does the mass population want to have a say in the
working in the Machine? Yes, of course they do but guess what? they are barred and
literally thrown out from the Machine’s meeting the minute they express the word
*objection’. This Machine works in a very systematic manner indeed; every sector of the
population, business, industry, universities etc. is ‘represented’ by a member of the
Machine. These members, despite the fact that in their real lives, are people to whom
millions, inchuding their own offsprings, look up to as the model citizens, now swear loyalty
to the Machine, promising to go against his conscience, his integrity, even his own senses,
in order to facilitate the working of the Machine. What do they get in return? €asy money
and sweet power. We see here a classic example of the self-preservation instinct of the
human mind, as mentioned in most of the neuroanatomy textbooks. At a critical time like
this, when one has to choose which master to follow, one’s intrinsic or even beastly instinct
often takes over all his former knowledge of right or wrong, to a point that the superiority
of man always boasts over other animals, say, a dog virtually disappears. What is even
surprising is that some active members of the Machine are in fact who most of the
population call lecturers, professors, and even principals of universities. One might really
wonder where all their years of education (which often define who they are) and expertise
are stored - the central nervous system - or the genito-urinary system. A tough question,
since most of us are familiar with the inner workings of humans - but not lower animals.

My fellow students, RATM stares this Machine face to face everyday; that’s where
their rage comes from. RATM also warns that this Machine exists everywhere; it appears
on the news and certain papers; it intends to speak to you through the usual media, say the
radio; it infests some of the highest-ranking offices in the government; it might even sits in
the universities’ principal offices at this moment. Who knows? the next minute you might
realize the dog down the road is a secret member of the Machine and has already barked
for you in one of the meetings! (in your best interest of course) No wonder Earl Starling
used a canine’s heart in his physiology demonstration - there ARE some humans who share
the same physiology as the canines!™

a member of the mass population,
Midnight Cowboy
31-6-96

i The Rage Against The Machine are Zack de la Rocha - Vocals, Tim Bob - Bass, Brad Wilk - Drums, Tom
Morello - Guitars. Two albums have been produced so far;, debut album entitled Bombtrack and their latest

album entitled Evi! Empire. Both are available in CDs in any major music stores. Both albums were
produced without the use of any synthesizers, keyboards or samples. All sound were made by guitar, bass,
drums and vocals.

* According to the Oxford Advanced Leamer’s Dictionary, music is defined as the art of making pleasing
combinations of sounds in rhythm, harmony and counterpoint. Hence all those who does not genuinely
make these combinations of sounds are not and cannot be described or portrayed in any way as a musician
who is a person skilled in music by definition and the material they present is mot music of their own in any
way. They merely function as a facilitator in the process of music performance, nothing more.

*In Earl Starling’s canine heart-lung preparation in 1914, he described the intrinsic response of the heart to
changes in right atrial and aortic pressure. For details, refer to Physiology by Beme & Levy
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