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What does the letter of admission from the University reprcscnt'7
Happiness? Of course, since this is the best reward to our hard work in preparing
the HKCEE and A-Level exam. It also means, however, anxiety as we must leave
the familiar environment in which we have studied for 7 years and will go to a
totally new and strange place for at least five years! I believe that most of you and
me have experienced this dual feeling when we were called " Freshmen". Thanks
to every year's orientation programmes, we all have adapted and got involved in
the community of the Medical school. Thus, it is now our turn to offer our hand
to freshmen of Medic '97.

This year, we would like to promote the nature of consolidation in
the Faculty of Medicine of HKU and we will make our all-out effort to introduce
a warm and friendly atmosphere to the fellow freshmen. All the ormentation
programmes are tailor-made to impress the freshmen that help is in the Medic
Campus, every current student is ready to assist them whenever they need.
Besides, a group of tutors will be recruited for the orientation programmes to
guide the freshmen to think in their own ways and get them involved in our
community.

Let's use our slogan ' Medic "¢] " Us ', in which the "% " is
deliberately split into 9 and 7, to conclude the aforementioned messages and best
wishes that all freshmen belong to class '97 forever.

92' Orientation Program List
a. Pre-camp function
17/8/92 Campus Tour
19/8/92 Welcoming Ceremony & Book & Mic. Demo.
20/8/92 0Old Book Sale

b. O' Camp ( 24/8/92 - 26/8/92 )
Site : Po Leung Kuk Pak Tam Chung Holiday Camp
Title : Medic "¢g]" Us

c. Post-camp Function
18/9/92 High Buffet Nite
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I'O BECOME A SAVIOUR

When we parted at the gates of the school,
irony of our diverging ways made us smile. He
had received his letter permitting entrance to the
medical school of the nearby university a few
days before. I was to return home and repay my
overseas education by inheriting the funeral
business from my Uncle. “Send interesting
stamps” were my friend’s last words and our
JSarewell was filled with fresh warmth of that

encroaching summer.

Though tinged with a little envy, I was
glad for him. He was a consistent worker with
a logical mind and an admirable capacity for
knowledge. Better still, he was fired with en-
thusiasm, ideals cnd a helpful nature already
having been an active figure in local charities.
“Ull save people by developing a cure then
administering it myself-there’s always a way
Jor everyone.”, he remarked, freshly inspired
(after receipt of his acceptance). Conditions for
a fruitful career were nearly perfect.

Though we hadn’t reached the ideal of
‘best friends’, we’d been close and useful to
each other when boarding was cruel and home
seemed light years away. Thus, we were able to
write (albeit sparodically) and kept informed
Jfor some time.

His first letters were weary but cheerful;
uni life was non-stop in good times and to a
lesser extent, study. “I’ll take the oppurtunity to
go wild now,”, he scrawled on a beer spattered
note, “because everyone’ll be too drunk to recall
anything libellous.” No one discouraged him;
his college reorganized priorities set by the
idealistic freshman scholar.
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Despite the pressure, the hardship was not
great for he was still sober and self disciplined
enough to efficiently study a mininum. “My
Sfirst cures will be for hangovers and lack of
sleep,” was a lighthearted touch to his serious
goal. However, some of his classmales did not
share his tenacity and he sadly recorded their
departures with his usual greetings. “At least
less of our doctors will be the reluctant type.”
he concluded philosophically, though acute dis-
appointment lay in the words.

Pre-clinical passed as he concentrated near
exams, lost a girl and gained a promotion. His
last dissection class was marked by his claim
that “these instruments of mine will never touch
dead flesh again.” I read many of his lively
lessons in the cold room, musing at how we’d
both be surrounded by corpses at the very same
moment and thinking nothing of it. All thanks
to professional training. Then unforseen, he
guiltily admitted to smoking ‘a few fags’ each
day but justified his habit by claiming the pa-
tient would see only his alertness, not his black
lungs, whereas black ringed eyes would provide

an unwelcome fright.

Sharing  his ward rounds through in-
creasingly brie/ aerogrammes allowed some re-
lease from the routine of the mortician. In re-
turn I offered advice and comfort from a stable
position though once he surprised by sending
“Don’t tell me too much about what you do to
my unfortunate ex-patients.” He was usually
invested with a gentle, serious humour and such
a very remark was unexpected.



His initial crop, of enthusiastic outbursts
on the joy of applying the “not so useless
theoretical slabs of facts” to live public patients
diminished after a steady diet of upper respira-
tory tract infections and ulcers of all sorts. He
still proclaimed the superiority of clinical over
pre=clinical and regretted that “it took such a
long grind to progess to the interesting, that
people dropped out in exasperation.” His pre-
vious anger and frustration at not being able to
rectifv the impossible like genetic defects, took

on the resigned air of a beleagured labourer.

I'd received a trickle of letters throughout
the duration of his course and long expositions
as agony and relief after every major exam but
a few years after graduation, we’d come to the
Christmas ‘kind regards’ card per year stage. I
felt my purpose had been Sulfilled, yet still there
lay the curiosity to see how the years at medic

institution had moulded him.

The oppurtunity arrived almost a decade
later. He’d been in town making arrangements
after his parents had passed away. “I trust
you” he said, pressing my hand. I acqiesced in
silence, visualizing the bouquets and adapting
to his style. Though obviously more conservative
and gracious, I was unable to bridge the gap
and so when he extended his invitation afler the

service, I accepted with anticipation.

We both returned to the country which he

called home and 1 recalled with poignancy,
since much of what I remembered had changed,

including my friend. Hospital life had become
uninviting and his five years old private practice
was a desired progression. “I simply administer
other people’s cures now.” he remarked tran-
quilly and his reliable wife blushed with plea-
sure at my third helping of her soup.

His partner in business was unpleasant on
the occasion of our introduction. I learnt he was
not the usual expected charismatic and warm
GP though reliable and accurate in diagnosis
with an excellent mind for figures. “The best
on my side of the class.” confided my friend,
“Though his aims are fairly forward — he was
the first to take evening classes in accounting.”

The partner had a firm if not the ‘milk of
kindness’ opinion on most subjects. “You don’t
entirely approve of euthenasia?” he queried with
quizzical eyebrows. “Surely you'd agree there’s
something in it for us both.” which he followed
with hollow gasps of mirth. My friend twisted
his mouth in a faint smile. Or was it

aplogetic?

A few days before my departure, I tackled
him on his changing ideals. “I don’t think I'm
really cut out for the saviour stuff”, he sighed.
Finally, watching his daughter dart around the
room. So what in his opinion was the closest he
had acheived to his former goal? He frowned
and sucked his lip till his child came plaintively
pleading “Daddy, please see me save the sick
people.” and stuck a band aid on him. His tor-
tured expression was replaced with enlighten-
ment as he indicated with his eyes, “This is my

contribution to the salvation of our race.”
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