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|'‘Editorial—
on standards
and recognitions

The centenary meeting of the Faculty of Medicine of the
University of Hong Kong is an important milestone not only
for the University of Hong Kong but alse for the medical
profession of Hong Kong. Needless to say, due respects must
be given to our forefathers who had the wide vision to establish
the Medical College; grateful appreciation must be due to our
past and present teachers for their unceasing and inspiring
efforts in maintaining the high standard of medical graduates
that have won praises all over the world; fervent hope must
be in our minds that our Faculty of Medicine of the University
of Hong Kong will continue to kindle her shining light and
together with her sister Faculty in the Chinese University
of Hong Kong lead us into the pathway of the future of medicine.

It may appear paradoxical, albeit interesting, that the
College of Medicine, at its inception, was aimed at the Chinese
people of Hong Kong (Hong Kong College of Medicine for Chinese).
Little would our forefathers know that in a centenial later,
the name Medical College for. Chinese would have taken on a
real literal meaning, not so much as a Faculty to- produce doctors
from the Chinese population, but perhaps as an advanced medical

}earning institute with her world-wide connections to assist
in the modernization of medicine in China.
The task of the next 100 years is no less than that of

the first for our Alma Mater. It has been said that the economic
growth of Hong Kong in the past lied in labour-intensive exports.
The next decade will see a change, and the catapult to further
econonic growth will depend on science and technology-intensive
productions. Such will depend on people people with
knowledge and knowhow of advanced science and high technology.
The training of these people rests heavily on the shoulders
of our two universities and for which we are confident that
they will succeed.

the

The WONCA Meeting organized by the Hong Kong College of
General Practitioners in association with the Diploma Presentation
for the Joint Fellowship Examination of the College is no less
important. For years the medical profession has yearned for
local accreditation of post-graduate standards. This Meeting
therefore signified the dawn and the first step towards this
direction and more - that the accreditation examination be
under the supervision of the Roysl Australasian College of
General Practitioners and that a Joint Diploma of Fellowship
be issued signify that the local accreditation is up to
forerunners of the Hong Kong College of General Practitioners
should be applauded for achieving their visions - a move that
will do no harm for other specialties to follow.

On the point of accreditation of standards, the Working
Party on Postgraduate Medical Education and Training will be
presenting an interim report later in the month of September.
Members -of the profession will have a chance to go through
it and discuss it in a few open nmeetings (please see details
in the Counc¢il Section). We should all apply our analytical
nind to scrutinize this Report as it will be a direction for
the medical profession in the future. Though critical we must
be on the contents; yet we should forgo our minor differences
to ensure that this postgraduate body be formed and be able
to function at the first possible instance!

There are many possible ways to maintain stability and
prosperity beyond 1997 in Hong Kong. Perhaps one way is to
show our importance to China. This, in the medical profession,
can best be reflected in our high standards, our internataional

recognition and connection: and achieved through the joint
efforts of the Universities, the administration and the
profession!

(adopted from 'HKMA Newsletter' 9/87 issue)
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Taking an Elective
Overseas

Kim

portunity for us to gain
] we are interested in.
or to revise the subjects.
the final examination
it is npatural that most
would in order to save more time
for revision. H in my opinion, for the interested student,
taking an oversea elective carries more benefits than drawbacks.

d
QWeY '

Pirst of all, the. elective period is probably the last
chance for you to learn aborad as an undergrad. You are assumed
to be ignorant and if you want to learn, people are more than
willing to teach you.

And then you have a wider range of subjects from which
you may choose in institutions overseas, for example, accidents
and emergencies, ear, nose and throat, general practice, etc.

Besides, there are a lot of 'desirable side effects' from
going abroad, such as learning about health care in other
countries, meeting foreigners and making more friends as well
as taking a 'half-holiday' abroad.

What then are the problems with taking an oversea elective?
you have i time in planning your journey.

1i air tickets and accommodation,
You also have to find some money
ly be helped by subsidies from

final exam.? Everyone will be

worried about
whether he stays home or goes .abroad. My
Make up your mind and plan early. You
would probably use your time wiser during your specialty clerkship

Still
worried no matter
only advice to you.is

jour

if you assume in the first ‘place that .your elective perjod

will not give you extra time for preparing for your final M.B..
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