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An asthma patient, aged 28, died
while being X-rayed for a broncho-
gram at an X-ray and Medical Labora-
tory last April. Her death touched off
exchanges between the Secretary of

the Radiation Board and the Radiolo-

gist and Radiographer Societies.

A Consultant radiologist at QMH
told an inquest that bronchograms are
not only dangerous to asthmatics but
also to normal people and should be
carried out by radiologist — medical
doctors trained in the application of
X-ray for the diagnosis and treatment
of diseases.

Yet evidence had been given that
the radiographer who took the bron-
chogram for the victim was not quali-
fied in Hong Kong and that there was
no resuscitating equipment in the
Laboratory when the asthma patient
received the operation (according to
the Coroner’s Report).

The Consultant testified that risk
exists even if the operation is carried
out under supervision of qualified staff
and when all the resuscitating equip-
ment and drugs are at hand.

The trouble with allowing un-
trained X-ray technician to work the
machines was that they cannot pro-
duce clear enough radiographs for
accurate diagnosis and there was the
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question of radiation hazard to be con-
sidered, so said by the Chairman of the
Association of Government Radio-
graphers.

*It is important for the public to
be made aware of the potential dangers
of X-ray taken without proper proce-
dure and control,” said one doctor.

GOVERNMENT CONTROL

A Government inspection unit
under the Radiation Board, set up in
1957, has by now three inspectors to
check on the operation of the approxi-
mately six hundred licensed X-ray
machines in the private laboratories
throughout Hong Kong. These private
X-ray laboratories are usually run by
non-medical personnels. (According to
law, any person can apply for licenses
to possess X-ray machines, but only
medical practitioners are allowed to
hold the licence to operate X-ray
machines.) Their extent of service in
terms of number of films taken per
annum is difficult to assess. Anyway,
these private laboratories provide ser-
vices for the majority of patients seek-
ing consultations from private practi-
tioners. Sources indicate that these
laboratories usually offer simple proce-
dures. But more complicated proce-
dures (such as bronchograms) have un-
doubtedly been carried out. There are
also some clinics, usually those of
group private practice, which is equip-
ped with X-ray machines. Patients con-
sulting these clinics are usually X-
rayed there, if necessary. Contribu-
tions of these clinics to the general
radiology service is still small in terms
of quantity. It is not clear if a radiolo-
gist is always present in these clinics.
By the way, any medical practitioner
is entitled to operate any radiological
procedures,

Considering the huge number of
laboratories, the secretary of the Radi-
ation Board, Mr. Combes indicated
that he did not think it was possible
for the three-membered inspection unit
to check at random whether labora-
tories complied with the Radiation
ordinance. Besides, the inspectors have
a lot of other duties including the ex-
amination of X-ray equipment and
how it is being installed, and checks on
radioactive substances used in local
industries. But he also explained that
experts on committees working for the

TIENTS- RIS

Board were available to help to inspect
the operation of X-ray Clinics.

“If the Board had seriously want-
ed to enforce the law, it would have
employed more inspectors to carry out
random checks in ‘the past 23 years,”
questioned a doctor.

But apart from the problem of
controlling the quality of services,
there are also the problem of availabi-
lity of up-to-standard services.

TRAINING FOR RADIOLOGISTS
AND RADIOGRAPHERS

In the past years, hospitals, espe-
cially government hospitals, have been
the place of the most guaranteed ser-
vices. The basis of guaranteed services
in hospitals includes both modern
equipment and standardized personnel.

Until now, there is no department
of Radiology in the Faculty of Medi-
cine in HKU. A department of Radio-
logy is said to be instituted in the
newly formed Medical School in CU.

Although no one can claim him-
self a radiologist publicly, (anyone
doing so will be accused of self
advertising) there are post-graduate
training of radiology in the Radiology
units in various government hospitals.
The training, like that of any other
specialties, is some sort of apprentice-
ship. The candidates should be medical
officers having at least one year of
clinical experience in hospital service.
After three years’ training in the
Radiology unit, he can sit for the
FRCR examination.

According to some doctors in this
field, people are not so interested to
join. Every year 5 to 6 doctors are
goingto fill up the total of about 40
posts in the government hospitals. This
means that the outflow rate to the pri-
vate sector is also 5 to 6 per annum, if
no one leaving Hong Kong is assumed.

On the other hand, there is a
Higher Diploma course in Diagnostic
Radiography which is offered in the
Polytechnics. The will-be-radiographers
attending this course (the first group
will graduate in mid-1981) are taught
the theories of General Radiology,
contrast study, nuclear medicine, and
ultrasound study, and the most impor-
tant of all, the operation of the
machines. After graduation, these
radiographers will' be responsible for

technical management of the X-ray
machines. Complicated procedures and
analysis of films are done by doctors.
In order to establish the various
paramedical professions, a Paramedical
Bill is passed several years ago. This
move of the Government is a step to-
wards standardization of radiogra-
phers. Yet much has to be done in im-
plementing the passed laws and bills.

PRESSING FOR CONTROL

The Secretary of Hong Kong
Society of Diagnostic Radiologists said
they had been pressing for more effec-
tive control of private X-ray clinics for
several years. The Society had urged
the Government to ensure that a regis-
tered medical practitioner be present
during special radiological examina-
tion. Special examinations, be ex-
plained, are referring to fluroscopy,
use of contrast media, say, the injec-
tion of dyes such as in Barium studies,
contrast examination of the kidney,
bile duct and others. And the law is
somewhat ambiguous about this point.

DO YOU AGREE?

“People who go to such labora-
tories do so at their own risk.”

“An X-ray machine is a potential-
ly- dangerous piece of apparatus and if
it is not handled properly, it would
just be a gun.”

“As much as the Government is
concerned that guns should not get
into the hands of the wrong people, it
should not be too complacent about
the people who operate these X-ray
machines.”

As far as the patients’ safety is
concerned, the demand for a more ex-
plicit law and its proper enforcement
and more organized and standardized
training of radiologists and radiogra-
phers are most desirable,

— Peanut —
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