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Glimpses of Taiwan

Visitors from Hong Kong, may
notice that smiles in Taiwan is not
so rare a commodity as in Hong Kong.
Being not a skeptic myself, most
of the time I can not concerned
with what the smiles stand for. Yet
the smiling faces you see are not
those of the movie — stars or singers
for whom Taiwan is so famous.
Instead it is out of a protray or statue
of the late President Chiang Kai-shek
( #4~4% ). Whatisbeing tried to
create is a fatherly image of him. It
is not Carters’ “something-for sale”

of smile, but it reminds me of
the “Big Brother” in George Orwell’s
novel “Nineteen Eighty-Four” “Big
brother is omnipresent and watching
on you, be a good boy and then

everything will be fine!”

No matter where you go in Taiwan
you will be impresed by the number
of temples on your way. (From the
contacts with the local people, you
would do away the thought that
they are so religious to that extent.)
Once in Changhua ( # 4% ),Iwent
into a Temple which is a blend of
Taoism, confucisim and Buddhism.,
The patrons of the temple hold a
strong conviction that the three
religions come from the same origin.
This is just a good illustration of
the practical sideness Chinese towards
religion. If the Christians allowed
for some modification on their mono-
theism. I am sure. . . that Jesus Christ
will join the club with no difficulty.

The girls in Taiwan are generally
of a larger size than those in Hong
Kong. In fact many of them are a
bit plump by our standard. That has
to be appreciated when you have a
close encounter with one of them.
But allow me the decency to wamn
you not to expect that you can
revise your osteology at the same
time.

When you are strolling in down-
town Taipei familiar faces are easy
to find from the non-male part of the
population. You can see women with
faces so alike that you wonder how
many sisters can a woman has. Thanks
to, modemn plastic surgery, at least
the women’s fanatics can find equality
among themselves here.

K.W.

Barber shop is a kind of flourishing
money-making business in Taipei. In
downtown places such as the Shih
Men Ting area ( &PJ®r ) whichis
as rowdy as Mongkok. There are
dozens of barber shops along the
main road and a few of them scattered
along in each small street. In Taiwan,
a barber shop does not necessarily
have anything to do with haircut.
Instead you may find massage, bath. . .
the rest is up to your own imagication.
Of course if you want just a haircut,
here you can find the right place to
go. In order not to raise any suspicion
of advertising for any agency, I sould
not attempt, to give you any tips
on how to distinguish the two. Just
cross your fingers next time!
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The World i s an
Overloaded Bus

The weary horse of tin,

Carrying its passengers, plump and thin,
Packed like a can of sardines,

Snarled its shabby engines

And jolted ponderously along

The rugged, weather-beaten street,
Stalling beside the pavement of concrete

Gushed forward the throng,
Stampeding like a dart,

Scarcely had the door flung apart.
Bustling men bellowed and elbowed,
Hustling the 70-year-old and disabled.
A whiff of benefit and selfishness.
Suffice to expose human beastliness.
The revolving sphere of iron-core,

On which billions stood

Like termites in a wood,

Had its limited resources,

Unwittingly and irrevocably wore
Out through their extravagant causes.
The population exploded

And whilst their supplies exhausted,
One another they extorted, /
Fellow-countrymen even got exported
As exiled, pitiful refugees

To the merciless, deadly seas.

Into oblivion sank humanity
Overthrown by brutal insanity.

By Peter Cheng Ming Chuen,
‘83
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the first alpha-beta blocker

Its unique effectiveness and lack of side effects result
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la] populations. Statistics can help in medical education: to become About SOCIOLOGY
to describe and measure this competent doctors and to become
variation. The same measuring can “learned persons”, academicians. Q: The course is successful in helping
be applied to all clinical subjects The overloaded curriculum is not students to understand doctor-
“U-traini : as well as to Psychology and conducive for developing acade- patient relationship, but those
. g B X Oinerier: Sociology. mic thinking for which much who expect to understand the

minded thinking. . ..’ reading and discussion are requir- nature of the community of

ed. How sorry we may not be H.K. are quite disappointed.

able to deliver competent doctors A: Well, the nature of society in
with academics, it is much worse general terms should be lectured
if the necessary skills and know- by a sociologist from the Dept.

B Q: It is suggested that the course
f be organised during the summer
& vacation following first year.

Would you agree such arrange-

that course is unsatisfactery in

helping their basic understanding

of the subject. What are your
comments?

In relation to the teaching of

statistics to undergraduate

students there may be 2 assump-
tions:

A/ The students have already a
basic understanding of the
subject and they only need
a short course to refresh
knowledge and skill and to
see the applications in medi-
cine.

B/ The students know nothing
about the subject. The stu-
dents need a full course of
many hours leading them
step-by-step through the mass
of new information.

With a good standard of mathe-

matics in the secondary schools

in Hong Kong and with the high

A-level marks students are

admitted to the course, it would

be fair to assume that Hong

Kong students only need a short

course. In addition we have

chosen for the (partly) self-
learning method which is less

labour intensive and require a

small number of official lecture

time but has the advantage that
good students do not waste time
and bad students can benefit from
personal coaching. Why 50% of
students complain has probably
to do with the application of
statistics to medical problems.

We, the teachers, may have to

look into this in more detail.

Prompt feed-back by students

by asking questions during the

sessions may be encouraged.

Concerning the application of
the knowledge of statistics, most
students think that is not useful
for the 3 preclinical subjects, but
half of the 2nd year students
agree that it is useful in studying
Psychology and Sociology. What
is your opinion?

The course we offer is a course in
Biostatistics: The science of
biological variation; how to des-
cribe and measure variation in
biological ~ phenomena.  This
applies to “normal” and *“abnor-
mal’’ variables. The three preclini-
cal subjects aim at the understand-
ing of variation among ‘“‘normal”

arthropometrical ~measurements
for which an understanding of
statistical techniques is necessary.
That’s why we ought to have
the ocurse during the first year
and not in the summer vacation
between the first and second year.

About PSYCHOLOGY

Q: The course provide some under-

standing of the people’s behaviour.
However, . second year students
think that the courses do not
give them an understanding of
the subject, nor help them in
their future Psychiatry course.
What is your opinion concerning
the studying of Psychology and
Psychiatry?

I am not a psychologist nor a
psychiatrist and I have not attend-
ed any of the lectures on psycho-
logy in the Behavioural Sciences
Course. With this limitation I
like to query the ability of the
students to judge the usefulness
of psychology for their future
understanding of Psychiatry, a
subject taught much later in
the M.B.B.S. courses. An impor-
tant point they seem to have not
really appreciated is that these
lectures in psychology were parti-
cularly aimed at behavioural pro-
blems in relation to medicine.
Psychological aspects of human
behaviour are very important not
for the (future) doctors’ own
behaviour but that of the medical
profession as a group.

Many students rarely read up
those reference books suggested
by lecturers. They complain that
they do not have enough time to
do so. Can you give us suggestions
to solve it?

I sympathise with them. We have
to admit that the curriculum is
overloaded. Most medical schools
in the world suffer from this
problem. On the other and,
also most of them perpetuate
the situation because the Faculty
do not really attempt to recon-
sider aims and objectives of
medical education and training.
They tend to maintain old struc-
tures and try to modernise by
adding courses and topics only. I
like to see two important aspects

students must try to find the
time to read them. However, the
lecturers can help by providing
summaries and by recommending
special chapters. The students
can help each other by organising
reading clubs in which each
student reads one book thorough-
ly, makes a review from it and
discusses its contents in the
group. In a group of ten students
an equal number of books can
be discussed while each student
is provided with reviews and
summaries.

3 h st ledge are not achieved. Reference of Sociology, rather than by a
v About STATISTICS SR e i the thiee pre- books are recommended not for Medical Sociologist from. _the
: s : : ; pure academic purposes but to Dept. of Community Medicine.
3 1 2 clinical subjects start right-away in ; " 2 1

Q: Over 50% of students think the first year with exercises in acquire basic knowledge. The So, I like to suggest, if students

really find it interesting, why
not ask for lectures from Dept.

of Sociology.

Finally, concerning these 3 sub-
jects, weuld you kindly give us
some other suggestions?

I would suggest to break up the
class into small groups, each
having 6 or students, and each
group being guided by one of our
staff. This is very effective but
very expensive way of teaching.
With the financial situation of
the University as it is, this cannot
easily be achieved, but we try to
get some part-time teaching
assistance.

You live in Eastern and you
run out of money in Cheung Chau.
What do you do?

With us the answer is simple. You just take your
Savings account passbook or cheque book to our local Cheung
Chau branch and withdraw the amount you want.

In fact, no matter where you are, you can pay in or
withdraw money at any one of our more than 200 Hongkong
Bank branches throughout Hong Keng.

So you’re never very far from your money.

The Bank Where every branch is your local branch.

|

| The Hongkong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation
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