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Health Car in China — A talk by Professor Lisowski, Department of Anatomy

28 other professionals including medical
nly from the University. Professor visited

Professor Lisowski has recently participated in a trip to China this summer.
hospitals, archeological sites, universities, industries, schools and communes

and has witnessed the great changes in the health care in china since his last

~ His talk will be on the background to present Health Care in China and
its development since 1949. He will also give a brief introduction to the status of

beration period. His talk will last for an
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From the Editorial Board:

We_ are indeed delighted to find that Caduceus is receiving more and more
attention from docllors, both those in the University and elsewhere. We hope
that more doctors will controbute to Caduceus in future and may we express our

warmest welcome to the contribution ‘Some Thoughts ab. i
the out Our City ’ b
Dr. Antony Tam to this issue of Caduceus. % e 4

-“i**ﬂ*#******i**%*****************

SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR CITY
Dr Antony Tam

Recently I have heard “ I am indeed relieved now that I have sent my father
( with Ca-Lung ) to America for treatment ” from the T.V. actor who protrayed
a doctor. What a comedy! Mass media could easily be poisonous, they could
make relatives push the doctors to predict the survivai, connect the health of
the patient with malignancy. They could do it in such insidious ways, delivered
so naturally, concealled in everyday - language as to be so effective. And they
have made people think treatment abroad is always better. This kills me, for
even visitors know that Hong Kong is renouned for the research and treatment in
the following, just to mention a few — I am still too junior to be near the
completion of the list:

Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma

Hepatocellular Carcinoma

Cholangiocarcinoma & Clonorchiasis

Recurrent pyogenic Cholangitis

Spine Surgery, Scoliosis and Halopelvic traction

Short course Chemotherapy for Pulmonary Taberculosis and Rifampicin

regimes.

G6PD deficency studies

Treatment of Choriocarcinoma

Viral Survieillance

Adenocarcinoma of lung in ladies.

And partly because of geographical reasons, and large population, we are
much more experienced than many of our colleagues in other places. Let us
stop wondering where we are as compared with other places, stop telling too
much about Hospital bed: population ratio, because it could cheat without
mentioning the turn-over rate, about patient to doctor ratio as compared to
England where they have the N.H.S. and Unions that could enjoy strikes at the
expense of national economy - we have private practice to make the ratio
actually more acute but we have better workmanship. It is high time that we
extract ephedrine from our own Ephedra, duogastrone from our Glycyrrhizae,
improve our Cowpox Vaccination and write our own Textbook of Medicine
for Hong Kong. Neither should we allow our bad habits ( as Dr. Sun Yat Sin put
them: impunctuality, inaccuracy, hesitancy etc. ) linger one, nor should we let
the Western advertisements lead us to think we could ¢ lead a good life * by
smoking Virginia King-Size filter cigarettes. Mind you, psychiatrists have

incriminated on the conflict between “ Western luxury attractions ” and Asian
traditional culture and life style for a high percentage in significant emotional
illness in Asian Cities — Hong Kong tops the list — 38%, next come Singapore and
Taipei. (1969 ) I just wish we will start exploring life satisfaction in our own
way, with what we have, at our own pace. For however tantalizing the influence
could be, if one does not allow himself to be manipulated, no one can do this to
him. Coming back to Mass Media, it could portray a doctor as an irritable,
callous and careless impunctual creature in the hospital or raise him to the
utmost social prestige — the laughing butt of snobbish love stories — both highly
inaccurate about the average doctor — a human being after all, also has only 24
hours to the day, 60 minutes to an hour, 2 hands and one brain.

1 think the most misunderstood tacts of all is that most doctors in hospital do
not have the next morning off after a night call, and that it is hard to imagine
how many people called the doctor ( really in need or otherwise ) at any
particular moment. I suppose one of the reasons why the medical profession is
so respected is because we can tolerate the misunderstanding and still carry out
our duty even under aggression from them; certainly not, I hope, as the T.V.
story said: becayse of the salary and * prestiges.”

8
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LEARNING CHANGE
Daddy didn’t want his little girl to have hands like my mama did.
So he and mama worked theirs to the bone to sent me off to school instead.

Because that figured education’s what you need to get ahead. Far away from
living like you might as well as dead. Where you work your life for wages that
Were never meant to pay. "

More than what it takes to stay alive

Just to work your life away.

So I thought you go to school to learn but I found
to go to school.

And be gratful for the chance to stick your head inside a book and learp to
follow rules.

But my understanding’s growing with the speed tuitions rise. With them
cutting ethnic studies and promoting lies. And I still have lotsof questions that
unanswered yet remain. If 'm ever going to learn the truth there’s gottobea
change.

I know there’s still a lot to learn but I've learned a lot since I went out and
got involved.

Like we’re up against a system that is up against a crisis it can never solve,

It’s the masses of the people who are making history, And I've found that
education ain’t just learning how to read. Real learning comes by fighting, and

fighting as he learn, That together there is not a single table we can’t turn.

you’re supposed to learn

— Fiery Prairie —
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An Interview with Mr. Li Chi Him, delegate of the Medical Society to the
26th General Assembly of IFMSA*. When and where was the General Assembly
held and what countries were represented in the GA?

The IFMSA26th General Assembly commenced on August Ist, 1977 and
ended on 10th August, 1977. I flew more than 5000 miles to the place of the
GA, viz., Sandbjerg Slot, about 292 KM West of Copenhagen, Denmark.
Delegates from the following countries were present: Australia, CSSR. Denmark,
Egypt, Finland, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Hong Kong, Iceland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Rhodesia, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Uganda, US.A., Yugoslavia.
What part did Hong Kong play in the GA?

Election of members to the working committee was the first item on the
agenda. I represented HK. as an observer in the credential committee which
had to face the problem of accepting which of the two disagreeing parties of
Egyptian delegates ( totalling six, the largest delegation in the meeting ) as the
official national representation. The dispute of the 2 parties ( SSS & AMSA )is
hitherto unsolved and here I shall not comment on this internal conflict of
Egypt any further.

Hone Kong was also represented by me in the working committee on SCOE
( Standing Committee On Environment ) and that on integrated teaching
proposed by Israel. The details of the work accomplished by these working
committees are well documented in the minutes.

What happened to the revision of the policy statements of IFMSA?

As expected, much hot discussions cropped up on the recision of policy
statements proposed by Johan Hansen of Denmark. The result was that some
of the statements had to be amended and some discarded while the remainder,
which nevertheless did preserve the overall fromework of the * final draft
were adopted. Delegates were divided into 5 groups for analyzing the fate of
IFMSA. 1 suggested a vicious cycle of mishaps that had been responsible for
“ the fall of IFMSA” in the past and proposed that the Federation, if to be
successful in future, should concentrate on a few small down-to-earth projects
rather than mingling with a large number of magnificent but castle-in-the-air
type of projects with abbreviation of names that no outsiders can understand.
My proposal, with further elaborations by other delegates, was presented by
Rhodesia to the general assembly which adopted it nemo contra. Any further
proposals for large projects were subsequently curbed.

Were you elected to hold any post in the Executive Bourd of IFMSA?

The last item on the agenda, other than AOB, was election of executive
board members. Perhaps HK. has in the past given a good impression on
foreign delegates or perhaps I did mix well with them in the short period of
ten days — anyhow, I was nominated by the Swiss director of SCOE, Jacob
Roffler to be Regional Vice — President of Australasia supervising activites in
NMAs of Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Malaysia and Australia. I
now sit on the Executive Board, the next meeting of which is possibly in
October in Athens.

What do you regard as your greatest achievement in the GA?

In retrospect, I hope I am not boasting to say that Hong Kong has made a
good show of itself in the 26th GA of IFMSA and that I have fulfilled my
mission ( which regrettably has never been properly defined to me ) of
enhancing the friendship between Hong Kong U. Medical Society and foreign
medical schools and to place our Society in its proper perspective for the
inspection of our foreign colleagues.

Please comment on the Medical Society concerning its participution in activities
of IFMSA’

It is high time that all council members be fully acquainted with the
functioning of IFMSA. T believe I am not exaggerating to say that not less than
half of Council members is very ignorant of what IFMSA is or how it actually
functions. As a result, we tend to avoid discussing IFMSA in meetings in depth
and merely push, literally push a delegate abroad to attend the 26th GA of what
—not and the Society then sits back and believes it has done a good job of
internttional monoeuvre.

If the way of electing a delegate in the past had always been as it has been
this year, I would say the council members had not been doing its duty properly.
The screening procedure was too hasty and hazy; the delegate was not briefed
by the EB of what basically he ought or ought not to do in the GA so that he
felt he had no confidence in holding the mandate to decide for the Society
5,000 miles away.

What have you proposed to the Council to improve the present situation?

I have proposed that the following opints be carefully considered and if
thought fit, to be adopted, by the Council:

(1) Each Council member should consider it a duty to the society that
he/she strives to acquaint himself/herself with the functioning and
the past and present events of IFMSA.

(2)  The Society should, under any circumstance, try by all means to
send a capable delegate to all GAs of IFMSA. The Society may sleep
throughout the fiscal year of IFMSA but it must wake up to the
clarion of a General Assembly, even it is to be held in the most
remote part of the globe. This is important as the GA is a warm
nursery for genuine friendship a place from which our foreign
colleagues will bring home the memory of HK. to cherish for at
least a year to come. If we do not wish to be forgotten or isolated,
we should not forget or isolate the annual GA of IFMSA.

3) The delegate should be carefully selected. The following
qualifications should be satisfied by the delegate.

(@) A good command of spoken English is essential. This to ensure
that the delegate need not perforce hold himself aloof from the
hub-hub of a sequestered life in a ten-day meeting abroad.
Friendship is created from talking.

(b) An amiable personality is mandatory — the primacy effect of
psycholygy is applicable.
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(c) A past history of active participation in t!le Society so that a
good knowledge of how *“ MedSo ™ is operating may be
presumed. ; ;

(d) A concrete agreement by the delegate that he is fully responsﬂ;le
to the Society for a year to come in any correspondence with
IFMSA — an active role played by the delegate in *“ MedSo™ after
attending the GA should be promised.

(4)  Once the suitable delegate is selected, he should be fully financed for
all parts of his trip to the GA if he goes directly there and back or
for that part of his trip pertinent to his mission if he plans to make
a tour to other countries. This is especially the case if the GA is
held in Europe. Europe is a bit too expensive for an average Asian
to stay. This proposal number (4) may involve a reallocation of
budget which should be considered worth—while if the delegate is
suitably chosen. If the delegate subsequently sits on the EB of
IFMSA, his trips to EB meetings should also be given suitable financial
aid. Before granting this, however, point (3d) mentioned above
should be strictly satisfied by the delegate.

(5) Once chosen, the delegate should be given the full mandate to decide
for the Society when away from Hong Kong.

(6) The delegate should report to the EB of “ MedSo ” regularly, to keep
the EB informed of IFMSA’s latest events.

) Pamplets of “ Introduction to IFMSA ” should be collected by

“ MedSo ” and be distributed to every member of *“ MedSo ”. This
is a great step towards “ educating the masses of something that the

hierachy considers important ”. ( no implication )
How would you analyze the present situation of H.K.U. MedSo in IFMSA?
This is how I analyze the situation of H.K.U. Medial Society in IFMSA: We
are bystanders observing the ups and downs of our foreign counterparts. They
are zealous in IFMSA functioning primarily because of the Professional
Exchange Program as a delicious irresistable bait, secoudarily because IFMSA
is a “ big thing ” thought to be comparable to the U.N., UNESXO, etc., which
is good to be a member of and as a tertiary reason, that IFMSA does offer a
chance to launch a big. useful project. (I have not placed, anddo not wish to
place, the reason that IFMSA is a travelling agency, in the list ). HK.is a cold
bystander looking into the kaleidosiope of topsyturvydom of IFMSA — quite
indifferent. HK. is, however , potentially capable of greater involvement,
if only we have more interested members and perhaps also the finance to back
us. We have a great asset in our hands — the outside world has good faith in
us. We showed them we could organize a GA well and that we warm to our
foreign friends. They showed us they have confidence in Hong Kong by

choosing H.K. people to be the RVP of Asia for 2 consecutive years. There is
a hint too that they want to restation SCOPA to Hong Kong (presently in Egypt).
We have enough allies abroad to support us if we attempt to take a stride
forward. The decision, to take or not to take the stride, is up to us to make.
Please summarze your feelings concerning this GA in short.

I Started off on the journey to Denmark with a hazy notion on what exactly
the MedSo wanted me to accomplish. I return to report now that although the
sojourn abroad has made me a temporary bankrupt, I have not regretted.
Maintaining a good relationship between HK. and foreign national member
associations is one thing that I am happy to achieve, even if it means emptying
my pockets. If I had the chance ( i.e. the time and the money ) to do it all over
again, I shall jump at the offer. But, as the situation stands, I think I'd better
hand over to my hopefully capable successor, the job of bringing good tidings
from Hong Kong to countries all over the world in the next IFMSA General
Assembly.

* IFMSA is the abbreviation for International Federation of Medical Student
Associations with 48 countries as members,




