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CADUCEUS

November, 1975

MEDIC CONCERT

Despite the typhoon and rain on that day the Medic Concert was
held as scheduled.

Although we are to blame for being over-optimistic in booking the
full seating capacity of Loke Yew Hall, which is over 700, we have rea-
sons to be disappointed at the attendence of less than 200 that evening.
Whether this reflects an inadequacy of publicity on the part of the or-
ganizing committee or simply indifference of medical students to the
occasion remains a puzzle, and one can always blame the weather.

The Medic Concert is only in its embryonic form and will need
years of maturation before it can be firmly established as one of the
important occasions of the Medical Faculty.

Although only the second occasion of its kind, this year's concert
can claim to have improved in certain respects. It is a general belief
that our standard of music is lower than that of the secondary schools,
the Chinese University and even the other faculties of the University of
Hong Kong. One of the aims of the concert is to prove that musical
talents are always present in our faculty and they only need to be given
the opportunity to express themselves,

Of the thirteen programmes offered in this year's concert eleven
were performed exclusively by members of the Medical Faculty. Guest
performers from other faculties were invited as a gesture of good will
towards our fellow students in the University.

Admittedly, our demanding curriculum has its toll on our gifted
musicians, many of whom have to sacrify their practising hours for their
school work, with a consequent diminution in their virtuosity and con-
fidence over the year. All the same, most of them need only some polish-
ing up to be back at their very best.

The Medical Faculty can now proudly claim that we have a String
Orchestra of our own, possibly the only one in existence in the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong. Although its standard cannot be compared with
those of the secondary schools or the Chinese University. While the
programmes performed were quite rudimentary, it is good enough for a
start. We may even be able to see a Medic Chinese Orchestra or Medic
Symphony Orchestra in the near future. Let us hope that the orchestra
will not become another project of fleeting existence.

e

The concert has also tried to promote friendly relationship among
fellow students as well as between students and staff. This is probably
the only occasion when lecturers can actively participate in student ac-
tivity and their presence was heartily welcome, as could be evidenced
by the warm ovation they received from the audience. However, the
search for staff performers was by no means exhaustive and it is hoped
that many more lecturers can participate in the future, if not as per-
formers, at least as audience.

Li Chung Ki

The ultimate aim of the concert is to promote the interest of music
in the Medical Faculty. With this in mind, the programme has been
designed to suit the average audience. However, little can be achieved
if only those well—acquainted with music comes to the concert, and if
music appreciation is made an annual event it would be more logical
to promote musical interest on a continuous basis throughout the year
— in the form of lunch time concerts of recorded music, training classes,
talent quests, interyear and inter-faculty competitions and the Medic
concert as the culmination of these efforts. All these have been proved
possible with sports and other extra-curriculum activities. Would it be
possible with music as well?
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MEDIC CONCERT

One can but be surprised at noticing the great difference in po-
pularity between the Medic Concert and the Medic Nite. The attendance
at the former event was so poor that only a few rows in Loke Yew Hall
were seated, whereas the Medic Nite attracted a considerable large
number of audience.

Surely, the reason for this cannot be that preparation for the con-
cert was inadequate or that the acting participants were all incapable
of good performance. Indeed, one can easily see that the organizers
for the concert have done as much (if not more) preparatory work as
those for the Nite. The date for the concert was known well before-
hand and a notice was placed on each table of the canteen on that
day. Op the other hand, many students knew the date for the Medic
Nite only in that very morning. (Propaganda for the nite was unsatis-
factory probably because of the unexpected holiday brought about by a
typhoon the day before). One can also just as easily see that the con-
cert performers, each of them possesses the talent of interest in music
and who had revised their pieces thoroughly, could hardly produce a
concert less enjoyable than the Medic Nite, in which many of the actors
found they were to act in a IAooser composed play only at the very last
moment, Thus, the question arises: if the Medic Concert was enjoyable
and its propaganda good, why was it so badly received?

| am not here advocating the abolition of the Medic Nite. It is a
good device — a valve — for an outlet from academic burden, though
the possibility of its fulfulling aims as stated by the minutes of the fifth

AND MEDIC NITE

Emergency Council Meeting of the Medical Students’ Council — to pro-
mote friendship between (among) classes and between staff and stu-
dents . . . . for those who were interested in drama to exchange ideas
— was highly-debatable. | am only lamenting on the fact that the crude
performances of the Medic Nite, accompanied by all the hustle and
bustle (paper aeroplanes and whistles, clash and nearly wrestle) could
be so well tolerated while the fine piano solos, mixed duets, operatta,
choir, orchestral and other performances could be so little appreciat-
ed.

Li Chi Him

Doctors are esteemed to be some of the most learned, repectable
scholars. Yet, if we, as doctors-to-be are to show so little taste for the
fine sides of culture such as music but are to potter away our time with
ruthless acts of rattle in drama, are we not inviting scandel to our
future profession?

A taste for fine arts is what every scholar should possess, but the
sanity to act responsible, especially in occasions such as the Medic Nite,
is what every same person should have. Have some of us lacked both?

| wish to avail myself of the opportunity here to put forward two
questions; one for the organizers of the next Medic Nite, and one for
those of the next Medic Concert respectively. The first is: is it possible
to set a rule saying that the plays must be well thought-out and rehears-
ed several times before they are staged? The second is: can anything
be done to cure medical students of their numbness to the fine arts of
music ?




