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4 * EDITORIAL x

Co the cAuthorities in thes
Medical Field

A survey on the opinions of the citizens
towards medical service in Hong Kong has
recently been carried out during the “Exhibition
on General Health and Common Diseases” in
late September. (for detail information, please
refer to the Chinese Section). Although many
of the opinions are from teenagers, mostly
sludents, we can stiil get an impression of what
e public thinks about our medical scrvice.
And we should pay due respect to their notion
and suggestion, which may prove 10 be a great
contribution to the advancement in meauical
service in Hong Kong.

Most find the following two aspects in our
medical servicz disappointing, namely, the lack
ot enough beds to accomodate the patients
and the unfriendly altitude of medical staffs.
for the former complaint, we can make no
turther comment except urging the Government
to provide more funa for the construction of
mose  hospitals and convalescency centres.
Concerning the latter, this may be the most
casy and, at the same time, the most difficult
problem to tackle — easy in the sense that it
requires no fund, difficult in that it needs
« harity.

Can we force chanty
out of our medical staffs? Or can we teach our
patients how to be a “patient”? A prominent
tigure in Hong Kong once said, “this problem
can only be solved by the setting up of another
medical school.”  What he really meant, |
think, 1s the poor cducation (not traming) of
the HKU medical students as “doctors” —
doclors who really care for the patients, not
the diseases. And what he said is in fact an
expression of his disappointment towards our
medical curriculun.

What can be done?

How can  medical  students be  really
“educated”?  Merely sciting up a course, e.g.
medical ethics, is just an auxihiary o "educa-
tion™.  We cannot really understand the suffer-
ing of the patients and build up our concern
through text-book knowledge. We must have
intimate contact with them. (One of the aims
of the recent Exhibition is for this purpose).
Can the heads of our Faculty look into this,
and, besides considering an additional course
in our curriculum, make arrangements like

home visits and interviews with patients in
us?

order to "educate’

MAY [ DRAW YOUR ATTENTION,
MR. PROFESSOR AND THE LIRE?

It is @ common belief of most people that
man should be socio-centric, and most accept
this without hesitation. No wonder | heard my
dear, respectable Professor mentioned in his
lecture that to be psychologically mature, one
should not be egocentric but has to be
socio-centric — and | was not at all surprised.

But may | draw your attention to Mr. Pro-
fessor and the like, that we should not accept
things as truth just because we are impacted
with such ideas repeatedly ever since birth.
TO UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF MAN-
KIND AND THE MECHANISM OF NATURAL
PROCESSES, WE MUST LOOK AT THINGS
FROM THE DEVELOPMENTAL POINT OF
VIEW. The “theory of recapitulation” as evi-
dence of evolution can serve as quite a good
analogy to illustrate this argument. (This
theory states that an individual organism in its
embryonic development tends to recapitulate
the stages passed through by its ancestors,
i.e. the stages of evolution.)

What | really mean is that to understand
the present social structure and the “belief” of
mankind, we must approach from the develop-
mental aspect of the evolution of such struc-
ture and belief, and the natural forces caus-
ing such evoiution.  Shall | now proceed to
a brief description of such a development ?

Ultra-pariicles aggregate together to form
atoms, and then molecules and so on, with
increasing complexity. At a certain level of
organisation. a form emerged which we call
lite. (Some take DNA and RNA as the level
at which we begin to consider as life.) Once
lite appeared, the Law of Natural Selection
came Into operation - o broaden our con-
cept. we can extend this law to account for
the existence of other matters.

This Law states in flesh and blood in the
history of Earth that onty those most suited
can survive. Every species fights hard for its
propagation; and all the other so-called char-
acteristics of life are but aids for the success-
fulness of reproduction, i.e. maintenance of
tive species. It is this imuteal conflict and in-
teraction that an ecological balance 1s achiev-
ed. Al “living phenomena™ are just the mani-
testation of the basic need f3r survival,

We can extend this concept ot “conflict
interaction, balance and stability” to the pre-
sent status of mankind, Homo sapiens. From
the evolutionary point of wview, this species
would have developed into  different strains
and so on. it not for the advances made in
travelling and communication.  That is. at @
paracular stage of evolution, different raccs
happened o communicate  and  mux. and
turther evolution into different species was thus
prevented.

HELP!!!

However, there still remains distinguishing
features between different races; and the basic
principle of “recognising likeness and rejecting
unlikeness”” still operates within this big
species. The Law of Natural Selection still
controls every human action, with each race
fighting like heil for survival.

At the level of the whole human species,
when it faces challenges that frighten its
existence (e.g. invasion by extraterrestrial
beings). men will unite to combat for outlive.
It is because different races of Homo sapiens
recognise the common features within the
species and distinguish themselves from the
invaders. Coming to the level of countries,
each has its particular characteristics and will
fight for its benefit with other countries which
have different interests. This again is the mat-
ter of “likeness and unlikeness” and the com-
petition for survival. The same holds true for
conflicts among smaller units, from social
organizations, families down to individuals.

To make the story short, it is the common
benefit and the recognition of likeness that
unite mankind and maintain the present social
structure. But the morale of “competing to be
the fittest for progeny” runs in our blood and
the blood of every living organism; and the
struggle exists though we may not be
conscious of it.

It is for the survival of that particular in-
dividual under the present environment that
the idea of socio-centricism is beneficial. Once
the situation changes (e.g. two persons on a
saving-boat without food after a shipwreck),
socio-centricism completely fails — each in-
dividual will fight for his life.

Can this explanation not reveal to you the
fact that every organism is basically egocen-
tric? Can this principle not disclose to you that
to be socio-centric is merely a manifestation
of egocentricism? Then why do you, Mr.
Professor and the tlike, still insist on the idea
of socio-centricism as a criterion for psycholo-
gical maturity?

TO BE PSYCHOLOGICALLY MATURE,
EGOCENTRICISM WITH THE ADAPTABILITY
TO BE SOCIO-CENTRIC IS THE BASIC
CRITERION.

Furthermare, Can this idea of “survival for

the fittest” and the “inherited tendency 1o
propagate our species” not he applied as an
cbjection to population control and family
pianning?  Can this principle not be used to
explain the so-called Love as a means for the
maintenance of family structure for the outlive
of the species? Can we not deny the existence
otosn: oand virices, pood and bad on this
wovi? o Can this not be employed ‘o, .. 7
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The follcwing is a review of the Exhibition
on “General Health and Common Diseases”. It
is hoped that this will provide some informa-
tion to those interested in such project. For
those particularly interested, please contact us
for turther information.

The Exhibition has been held from 14th-
16th Sept. with an attendance of more than
17,000 people (including guests at the Opening
Ceremony like Sir Albert Rodrigues, Prof. King,
Prof. Yau, Dr. Peter Lee etc.) A review meeting
was held soon after the Exhibition among all
the members of the Organising Committee.

A comment was made on the publicity of
the Exhibition. There has been such com-
plaints before the Exhibition — the lack of
posters and propaganda through mass media,
esp. TV. | have no explanation here but can
only recommend that. in future exhibitions, a
person should be held responsible for such a
job, who should co-ordinate well with other
members.
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Ventolin (salbutamol), whether given by mouth

or aerosol, has three basic properties which,

together, make it a real advance over existing

bronchodilators:

[ Itis an effective bronchodilator

[1 Ithas arapid and prolonged action

[0 It acts on the bronchioles without cardio-
vascular involvement.

: i

VENTOLIN TABLETS
Each Ventonn tablet contans salbutemel 2img 9y
sulphate. Supplied in packs of 20, 100 and 500.

Cpraioe?
THE “"GENERAL HEALTH
AND......”" EXHIBITION

Concerning the total number of spe.tators,
it is indeed satisfactory. We all agreed that
the Exhibition should be extended for one or
two days, since a lot of students were aware
of this Exhibition only on the last two days.

The setting up of the stalls was wonderful.
Work started around 11 a.m. and finished by
4 p.m, The reasons were sufficient students on
the spot and we had a rehearsal before.

As to the genera! arrangement at City Hall,
it was cormplained that there were insufficient
workers for general supervision and manage-
ment. It is advisable to have different persons
in charge of general affairs, lunch and drinks
in future exhibitions.

Frustration always occured in such oc-
casions, as it did in this one, when most
workers were busily occupied and mistakes
were inevitably made, It would be a pity if
this Exhibition should be ruined by little
misunderstandings at the last moment. And
so, someone. esp. the one in charge, should

now you can
prescribe

ntolin
TABLETS

for bronchodilatation

without cardiac stimulation

Ventolin Tablets or Ventolin Inhaler may be used
separately or together to prevent bronchospasm
occurring, or as background therapy if spasm
and wheezing are regularly present. For best
results patients should be individually assessed.
Ventolin Inhaler is the preferred treatment for
acute bronchospasm.

-

VENTOLIN INHALER

Ventolin Inhaler 1s @ metered acrosol, delivering
100mcg of Ventolin per inhalation, with a specially
designed actuator. Each caniswer provides 200
inhalations.

& &

Ventolin - a real advance over existing bronchodilator therapy

Full information is available on request
Ventolin is & Trade Mark

Glaxo

Ventolin 1s a Trade Mark of ALLEN & HANBURYS LTD LONDON E2 ENGLAND

GlaxoHong Kong Limited, Distributor: Danby & Hance Ltd., 9th Floor, Block B,'Watson’s Estate, Hong Kong.
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expect and try to solve these by making the
situation clear to the workers and remind them
of mutual understanding and tolerance.

Some commented on the renting of spaces
to firms. | would like to leave out all com-
ments on this but just advise careful considera-
tion on such method of raising fund in future
exhibitions.

Concerning the six Sections, little comment
was made, due to the fact that most members
were busily involved in various Sections and
could hardly visited other Sections. Praises
were given to the workers for their effort in
explaining to the spectators. But there were
complaints that some had presented wrong
information to the public. This is always a
problem in every medical exhibitions, and the
members responsible should try their best to
reduce such errors.

) I would like to end this short review by
jotting down some of the comments from the
spectators and by thanking again all those
contributed to the success of the Exhibition.
CHOW WING CHO
(Chairman, Exhibition
Organising Committee)

Comments from the Spectators:

— too little space wiih too short a duration
make the site overcrowded

—- a pity that there is no notes for revision
at home

— some parts seem to be advertising

— happy to see some real project concerning -
the health aspect of the public, hope that
you can continue on this aspect of general
Education. May probably do something
also on radio and TV.

— explanation with medical terms are difficult
to understand; besides, some cannot be
translated into Chinese

— | find it really great that students spend so
much time and interest for community
health and prophylactic medicine

— much about diseases but little on health

— m)(rk together to solve medical problems in

— brought out some good concepts about
heaith problems prevalent in HK, Great to
see such concern, and | appreciate your
diligence to make this a most informative
display.
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Hot Line

Presidental Address

The president of the Medical Society, Dr.
S. C. Tso, is going to give a speech in early
November, Watch out for the date!

Student Senator
Open nomination for student senator.

Dead line for hand in the nomination
forms is on or before 24th December, 1974.

The election day will be on 6th November,

Constitutional Revision Committee

A Constitutional Revision Committee has
been set up by the Medical Students’ Council
in the 5th Council Meeting held on 9th
October, 1974 to look into the loopholes of the
present constitution of the Medical Society.
Suggestions are welcome !

Open Day

The University Open Day will be held on
16th to 17th November, 1974. Programmes are
offered by each class and standing committee.
The most fantastic one will be the slide show
titleing “The making of a doctor”.

Student Representatives in the Medical
Faculty Library Committee

Results of the questionnaire on student
opinion on Medical Library was printed in
Caduceus Vol. 6 No. 9. Mrs Chung, the Medical
Librarian has made several improvement in the
Library policy; the detail will be printed in the
coming issue of Caduceus. May we express
our thanks to you, Mrs. Chung.

MESSENGERS FROM CLASSES
1st year
Members of the first year class committee:
Class representative (man)
Li Tin Chiu
Class representative (lady)
Yung Hiu Yan
General Secretary
Lo Wing Lok

Social Secretary
To Chun Fung (man)
Wong Chun Naij (lady)
Sports Captain
Chow Heung Wing (man)
Chu Yuk Chun (lady)

Cultural Secretary
Lam Kwong Chin

Publication Secretary
Wong Chun Bor

Wishing them every success in the year
to come!

2nd year

(a) a slide show on class activities has
been shown on 9th October, 1974.

(b) there will be a friendly gathering with
the freshmen in late October.

(c) a Dbasketball friendly match with
second year of Nothecote College will
be held in comming month,

3rd year

(a) an informal dance has been held on
19th October, in the Men’'s Common
room.

(b) slide shows on various tours of the
classmates are shown in October.

(c) a joint class project on the study
course of recent Chinese history will
be held in this term. All are wel-
come !

ith year

(@) a joint function with 1st year has
been held on 15th October, 1974.

by EB

FEEERRR R R R R R R
% *
% * . o
* * * o
* * . hd

&

*
EEFTFRER LXK R RFF R *

Medie Conecett

Speech by our
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A. Yau
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An Interview with Prof. Lisowski
(China Week Special)

AAAAAAAATAR AT NRN L TR AU VAAAAAAARA T LA AAAA

Professor Lisowski is one of the patrons
of China Week. Here is his comment
and opinion on it and the participation of
medical students in these extracurricular
activities.

~
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(For interviews with the other two Pro-

fessors, please see Chinese Section),

R:
R:

Reporter P: Professor

professor, as one of the patrons of China
week, would you please comment on it?

it is a little bit early for me to do that.
I've only been to the exhibitions held in
City Hall and Loke Yew Hall, as well as
the variety show. |I've not seen the films
yet.

In that way, what's your opinion of the
Exhibition?

There are two exhibitions and let me
talk about the exhibitions held in City Hall.
It's remarkably interesting and quite
detailed. But | think some contrasting
photos on Chinese industries and showing
what people looked like-in rags, starving;
from the year 1920 to 1930 should have
been shown as well. Some of my friends
say that we've got subways, heavy industry
and such like. There is nothing special in
displaying those things in such an exhibi-
tion. But people know very little about
China of the 1930's. In order to show that
there is progress, | think it's better to con-
trast the present with the past. For the
exhibition on history, | can say that it's
well-done.

Some people have complained that the
pictures are not well coordinated and it is

difficult to trace the whole process of re-
cent history by looking at them. Do you
agree?

Well, for those who know little about
Chinese history, especially foreigners, the
answer will be yes. But for people from
Hong Kong, | don’t think it is so difficult.
However, | do think it might be a good
idea to let the visitors have a small hand-
out as they come away from the exhibition
in which they are given anything from
three to half a dozen references concern-
ing Chinese recent history which might
stimulate some of them to read more.

In the exhibition there is a part concerning
Taiwan. What's your opinion about the
unification of China?

Taiwan is only a orovince and definitely
unification will take place sooner or later.
Of course, no one can tell when this will
occur. No matter how, | hope that it can
be in a peaceful way.

One of the aims of the history exhibition
is to arouse the student’s interest towards
Chinese History. What's your opinion on
that?

I've asked some students about Chinese
history and found that they knew little
about that. On the contrary, they know
English history and literature quite well. |
wonder what for. They have just wasted
too much time on studying something
useless.

On the whole, do you find the programme’s
in China week enough or not?

| think that quite sufficient, You can't pack
too many things at one time. People will
become too exhausted. Nevertheless, |
would like to have more musical nights.

The varity show in City Hall was perfect.

Do you think that Chinese week should be
held at regular intervals so as to reinforce
impact on the people?

I think annually will be too much. May be
for the next couple of years, different
forms might be equally interesting. For
example; music, drama, etc. would be fine,
A Chinese film festival might be a good
idea.

Medical students have been involved very
little in the China week. What can you
say about that?

Medical students are always less involved
in these things. They are more con-
servative than other students. 1t is the
same even in the U.S. or Britain. You see,
they have a full timetable. In fact, it's
just what | expected.

In that case, should there be changes to
arouse their interest by introducing new
subjects.

Sure, | always think that three new courses
should be incorporated. First, a course on
history on Medicine can be started.
Secondly, there would be a course on
medical ethice-not just doctor and patient
relation but also responsibility of doctors
to the community as well. Thirdly, social
medicine should start in the first year so
the students are made aware of com-
munity problems. Behavioural sciences-
both psychology and ethology should also
be introduced.

In expansion of medical education, much
money will be spent and government
would like to pay for the second medical
school rather than to expand our faculty.
What do vou think about the second
medical school?

If the original medical school were to
suffer financially of a second one, then it
would be better to expand our faculty
rather than build a second medical school.

expect assistance from Government.
Society will advise you, defend you and indeminfy you against

THE HONG KONG MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

All registered doctors in Hong Kong
are eligible for Regular Membership of
the Hong Kong Medical Association and
all medical students can join as Student

Members.

Medical  Association,

damages and costs.

Join the Hong Kong Medical Association. Obtain applica-
tion forms from the Association Premises, Wyndham Mansion,
6th floor, Wyndham Street, Hong Kong, or telephonc H-231898.
Medical students can also obtain application forms from the
office of the Hong Kong University Medical Society.

One particular privilege of regular
members is that they can obtain medical
protection by joining the Medical Protec-
tion Society through the Hong Kong
Every
should acquire medical protection, including house officers.
Even those working in Government service should join the
Medical Protection Society because if trouble arises they cannot
The Medical Protection

Welcome !

zmtl its activities.
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Message From Health Committer

74 short inbroduckion to the 1sh Q/ear Wedical dfmlem@s
is p/armed [n/ the ggeul/ﬁ/n @ommitﬂee the  content oz
which is to describe [wieﬂq the nabure oﬁ the @ommiﬂae

Ohe @ommiﬂee is plannring to arrange a small  scals

“Exhibition” on the coming Open. @a.q in Movember.
It would be ahout the Hiskory of Wedical Facully
and its shudent activities. o would, of course, welcome
and  need paréicipaéion lrom all  medical  students and
work would probably started ab the end of Oobobar.
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