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Blog means…

Social 
networking

Self-expression

Asynchronous 
communication

Intellectual 
challenges

Archiving 

Digital diary



Challenges

• Students tend to use blogs mostly for 
entertainment purposes; they are not 
accustomed to responding to other blogs 
(Davidson 2008)

• The majority may not voluntarily add postings 
because they do not perceive the value of 
doing so in an educational context



Features and potential of blogs 
in education

• Connecting learners with their ideas

• Allowing learners to contribute more than they might in 
a conventional face-to-face context (McConnell 2006)

• Reading ‘up-to-the-minute posts’ (Nardi et al. 2004)

• Reading through ‘one convenient and coherent view’ 
using RSS feeds (Martindale and Wiley 2005)

• Developing an effective learning community that 
encompasses both meaning and quality interactions 
between participants (Wenger 1998)

• Allowing a non-course audience access through 
subscription or by invitation (Tryon 2006)



Blogs in use

• Community-based – learners have individual 
blogs, and tasks are semi-structured to allow 
them to self-express, reflect and share 
experiences

• Course-based – ONE blog, and tasks are 
structured to develop the intended learning 
skills and acquire knowledge of the course



Community-based blogs

Resource- and activity-rich 

• Learners have individual 
blogs

• Provide current resources

• Facilitate working in groups

Learners can

• Design and write their own 
learning logs creatively

• Reflect on in-class activities

• Communicate with group 
members

• Communicate between 
groups

• Be supported by mentors

• Share experiences between 
members and mentors



Case 1

Community-based blogs for orientation programme in 
the School of Hotel and Tourism Management 
(SHTM)

Programmes:

• Hotel management

• Tourism 
management

• Convention and 
event management



Blogging community: first-year students

Groups 

with 

mentors

http://op.shtm.polyu.edu.hk/blogs/Bloggers.aspx


Individual blog in the community-based blog



Reflecting class activities



Blogging group

Mentor from 
senior form inviting 
postings / sharing 
experience of 
university study



Yr 2 student 
sharing 
experience



Outcomes

The community-based nature of the blogs 
attracted many to view these postings. The 
blogs not only bridged the face-to-face and 
the virtual learning environment, they also 
scaffolded communications for students 
between courses, between students from 
local, exchange and international
backgrounds, and across year groups.



Course-based blogs

Resource-rich

• Allow access by students 
from the same course or 
across cohorts

• Provide course-related 
resources

• Link to online discipline-
related practice or journals

• Subscribe to high-quality 
articles with RSS feeds 

Learners can

• Access resources

• Review current resources

• Practise writing tasks

• Reflect on learning 
activities

• Post comments



Case 2
Course-based blogs in ‘English for the media’: 

Create multiple opportunities for students, as 
future journalists, to develop writing fluency 
and presentation skills in mass media



Case 2

WebCT: content, 
discussion forum, 
email, assignment

Blogs: 

Archived resource

Group blogs



Practising writing different topics 

• Torch relay 
showcases the 
“one country, 
two systems”

• Plights of Sex 
Workers in Hong 
Kong

• Choosing your 
own way of travel

• …

http://ettl.edc.polyu.edu.hk/~egdora/newsblog/2007_1_sem3/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/dress-in-red.jpg
http://ettl.edc.polyu.edu.hk/~egdora/newsblog/2007_1_sem3/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/a.bmp


Practising web-based writing

• Headline

• Subtitle

• Hyperlinks



Enhancing 
writing with 
multimedia:

A promotional video 
for 

Olympic equestrian 
events in Hong Kong

http://ettl.edc.polyu.edu.hk/~egdora/newsblog/2007_1_sem1/?p=270


Enhancing 
writing using 

images



Learning from the previous cohort

• Good 
examples

• Bad 
examples

http://ettl.edc.polyu.edu.hk/~egdora/newsblog/2007_1_sem1/?p=16


Outcomes: Survey 2006-07
• ‘The online news blog enhanced my learning 

experience’ (mean = 4.00; s.d. = 0.385) 

• ‘The online news blog was an effective way 
for me to share ideas and thoughts’ (mean = 
4.00; s.d. = 0.61)

• ‘The online news blog enabled me to learn
more from other students’ (mean = 4.00; s.d. 
= 0.67)

• The lowest score was ‘Did you encounter any 
technology problems while using the online 
news blog?’ (mean = 1.25; s.d. = 0.44)



Outcome: Survey 2007-08

• ‘The online news blog enabled me to learn more 
from reading the work of peers’ (mean = 4.09; s.d. = 
0.53)

• ‘I welcomed group members sending me comments
on my postings in the blog’ (mean = 4.09; s.d. = 0.53) 

• The lowest score was ‘I am very familiar with 
postings to a blog’ (mean = 3.23; s.d. = 1.02).

Most of the educational activities inherent in course-
based blogs are likely to become less frequent by 
the end of a course



Conclusion

• Learning-centred environment allows the active 
participation of learners

• Educators can design learning-centred blog: course-
based and community-based, depending on the 
intended learning outcomes of a course or 
programme

• Learners can actively publish high-quality creative 
work, while their peers and students from previous 
cohorts can make valid, just-in-time comments that 
enable the fostering of academic interdependence 
in the learning community
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